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Deftru£lion hangs on e^ry Word wefpeaky 

On en^ry bought, till the concluding Stroke 

Determines all, and clofes our Defign, Addison. 
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His Grace the 

Duke of Dorset. 




Cam plead no other 
Motive, for the Inter- 
ruption I now give Your 
Grace, than the high 
and jud: Efteem all Men of Litera- 
ture have for the Writings of V^U 
Fertot, and (uch an Author only, 
is worthy of fuch a Patron. 

a z Addresses; 



Dedication. 

.Addresses of this Kind are 
generally filled with the moft ful- 
iottk Panegyric, which is only fit for 
thofe who can brook fiich mean Adu- 
lation: »]^a<i: your Grace cannot 
V:; t«e'natt6?i{d-vVvery body that knows 
* * ttfc: 0ttyeV''^f V OR SET, will fay 
J:pfire.Ma*^iS:prajfin2 Him, as there is 
lio'rovlfig Him more than he delerves. 
JBut, like odier Great Minds, Your 
Grace may be blind to Your 
own Merit, and imagine I am com- 
plimenting, or doing (bmething worfe, 
whilft I am only giving Your juft 
Charaderv for which Reafbn, how- 
ever fond I am of fo noble a Theme, 
1 fhall decline attempting ic. Only 
this I muft beg Leave to (ay, Your 
G RAC E cannot be enough admired 
for the Univcr(al Learning which You 
are Mafter of j Your Judgment 
in Discerning •, Your Indulgence in 
• Excufing i The great Stedfaftnefi 
of Your Soul i Your Contempt of 

Power 
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Power and Grandeur ; Your Love 
for Your Country j Your Paffion for 
Liberty ; and (which is the bell 
Charafleriftic) Your Defire of do- 
ing Good to Mankind. I can hardly 
leave (6 agreeable a Subject, but I 
cannot lay more than the World 
already knows. 

Yo u R G RAC E*s Illuftrious Father 
has left a Name behind Him as glori-' 
ous as any Perlbn of his Age : It is un- 
neceflary to enter into the Particulars 
of his Cl^arader } to mention his 
Name, is the greateft Panegyric. 
Immediately to fucceed that Great 
Man, muft have been extremely to 
the Diladvantage of any other Perlbn, 
but.it is far from being (o to Your 
G RAC E i it makes Your Virtues but 
the more confpicuous, and convin- 
ces us, the Nation is not without 
one Man worthy of being his Illu- 
ftrious Succeflbr. 

a 5 I HAVE 
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I HAVfe not any thing more ta 
trouble Your Grace wichal, than 
only to wifh You a long and happy 
Continuance of the Honours You Co 
dcfcrvedly wear •, and moft humbly 
ask Your G raC e's Pardon, for the 
Liberty I have taken to fubfcribe 
my felf 

Tour Grac e*s 

Moft Ohedtatt, 

And moft Devoted 

Htmhle Servant, 

E. c 
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TRANSLATOR'S 

PREFACE. 




\Mongfi all the Hiftorians of the laft ' 
Century^ as none ham acquired^ fo 
not any of them have deferved^ a 
greater Reputation than our Author. 
And indeed there could not he any 
Man fitter to undertake this Work than L'Abb6 
.Vertot, as being Mafter of an excellent Style ^ 
and halving all the Opportunities imaginable 
fff informing himfelf of the Truth ; befides, he 
could have no Inter efi in [peaking partially of 
either the One or r^^ Other ^arty ; and therefore 
he might fay^ much more juftly than Saluft, de 
Conjuratione, Qiiam veriilime potero^ paucis at>-; 

a 4 folvam; 
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folvam ; coque magis, quod mihi a Spe, Metii^ 
Partrbus Refpublicae Animus liber eft. 

His Impartiality is demojiflrahk^ from feve* 
ral little Circurnftances of this Hijiory. Does 
he not acknowledge^ that the iNauisiTiok 
is oftner a Terror to honcft Men, than to 
Rogues ? Does he not faint the Archhijhop of 
Braga in all the X2olours of a Traytor ? And I 
am fully perfuaded^ that there ps not one Taf- 
fage in the following Work^ but what really de- 
ferz'es ourJiriUeJi Attention : Wefiallfee (t Na- 
tion invohed in Woe and Ruin -^ and all their 
'Miferies proceeding from the bigotry and Super- 
(iition of a Monarchy whofe Zeal hurries him to 
inevitable DeftruUion^ and whofe Tiety makes 
him facrifice the Lives of many thoufand Chri- 
fiians^ without fo much as having the Satisfac-- 
tion of converting one objiinate Infidel. 

Such was the Fate of the rajh Don Sebaftian, 
who feemed born to be the Sle^ng of his Teople^ 
and the Terror of his Foes \ and who would have 
made ajvfi^ a wife^ a truly pious Monarch, had 
net his Education been intruftedto a Jefuit. Nor 
is he the only unfortunate Trince^ Who^ governed 
by intriguing and infinuating Churchmen^ have 
proved the Ruin of their Kingdom^ and in the 
End have loft not only their Crowns^ but their 
Lives. 

We fhallfee thofe Teople, whOy no longer able to 
bear a heavy Toke^ rejolve to Jhake it qff^ and 
venture tbeit Lives and their Fortunes for their 

Liberty: 
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Liberty: J Confylmcy prevail. Of an Intent to 
revolt from an Ufufping Tyrant may he called 
a Confpiracy) in which Jo many Terfons, wbofe 
Jge, Quality and IntereH^ were very d^erent, 
me engaged 't and by the Courage and ^Public 
Spirit ofafeWi a happy andghrious Revolution 
hrot^ht about. 

Sttt fcarce is the new King fettled upon his 
Throne, and endeavouring to confirm his Autho- 
rity Abroad, when a horrid Confpiracy is form- 
it^ againfi him at Home ; we Jhall fee a Bi- 
ihop at the Head cf the fraytors, who, though 
a bigotted Churchman, makes no Scruple (f bor- 
rowing the Jfjiftance of the mod profcffed Ene- 
mies of the Church, to deliver Her out ofTDan- 
fer, and to Jffaffinate his lawful Kit^ : Sut 
tappily is the whole Tlot difcoveired, and thofe 
who were engaged in it meet with thejud Re- 
wards of Treafon, and Rebellion ; the Block, 
and the Gallows. Nor is it the firfi time that 
our own Nation has feen an Archbiihop doif^ 
bis King and Country all the Mifchief in his 
¥ower. 

After the 7)eath of her Husband, we fee a 
Qtieen of an extraordinary Genius, and uncom- 
mon Courage, taking the Regency upon Her ; 
and though at firfi oppreffed with a Load of 
Misfortunes, rifes againfi them all, and in the 
end triumphs over her Enemies. 

Under the next Reign we fee the Kingdom 
almofi invaded by the ancient Ufurper, and 

faved 
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failed only hy the Skill of a Wife and^fa^e de^ 
fierah who bad much ado to deal with the Bne^ 
my Abroad, whilft the Teople were divided at 
Home j and loudly complained of the Riots and 
debaucheries of their Monarch, and the Ttyran-^ 
fiicConduU of his Miniften ^ut we find how 
impofftble a thing it is^ that fo molent a Govern-- 
ment Jhould la ft long i his Brother {a Prince 
iahofe Virtues were as Confpicmus^as the other's 
Vices were Odious) to preferve the Crown in their 
Family y is forced to depofe him^ and take the 
Government upon himfelf. Ita Imperium fempcr 
ad optimum quemq; ab minus bono transfertun 
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PREFAC E 

To the Laft Edition in French. 






Lthough the Hifiory of the Confpiracy in 
Portugal has borne Three Impreffions, we 
may juftly fay, that this Fourth Edicion 
is rendered a new Work, by the various 
PaiTages which the Author has thought 
fit to infert ; and which are either the Caufe or the 
neceffary Confequences of the great Event which is the 
Subjed of this Hiftory: Nay thefe additional Fads 
induced the Author to fubftitute the Title of Revolu-' 
tions inftead of that of Confpiracy; which feemed not 
fo proper for an Enterprize, wherein the moft confi- 
derable Perfons who engaged in it were only influen-^ 
ced by the View of reftoring a Crown to the Prince 
whom they confidered as the lawful Heir. The Au- 
thor now opens the Work with a compendious Retro- 
fpeftion to the G)mmencement of this Monarchy ; and 
proceeds to the fatal Revolution which happened in 
the Reign of Don Setaftian. He next reprefents the 

Manner 
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Manner In which the Cafiihans^ during the Reign of 
Philip II. made themfelves Matters of this King- 
dom ; and fpecifies the Particulars of that fortunate 
Temerity, by which an inconfiderable Number of 1^- 
dalgos and Portuguefe Gentlemen difpoflefled the Spa^ 
niards of thofe Dominions, in the Reign of Philip the 
Fourth ; and the new Combinations formed by the 
Partifans and Creatures of this Prince to re-eftabli(h 
his Authority in that State. In a Word ; When he 
has placed the Duke of Braganza upon the Throne, 
he defcends to the Abdication of King Alphonfo the 
Sixth, his Son, and the Regency of Don Pedro^ the 
Father of the late reigning Prince. 

The Reader will fee, in the Series of this Work, a 
Prince, who is fuppofed to derive his Defcent from 
our Kings of France ^ and to be the Grandfon of Hugh 
Capet, (ignalize his Zeal and Intrepidity of Mind, 
againfl the Moors, and chace them out of Part of the 
Portuguefe Territories ; and when he had erefted his 
Conquefts into a Sovereignty, he appears to be the 
Stem of the Royal Houfe which now reigns with fo 
much Glory. His Succeffors, by new Vifiories, pre- 
ferved the Dominions he had tranfmitted to them ; 
and after they had frequently triumphed over the 
Poiver and Fortitude of thC' Cafiilians, their >ad joining 
Neighbours, carried their Arms into Afia and Africa, 
with an Intention to make confiderable Eftablifliments 
in thofe Regions, and to propagate the Knowledge of 
the True God, with whofe Sacred Name the Barba^ 
rians were entirely unacquainted ; whii:h was a Motive 
that can never be fufficiently applauded. 

King Sebafian, influenced by the Example of his 
Predeceflbrs, and not finding any more Infidels to con- 
quer in his own Dominions, extended bis Purfuit of 
thtm\nlo AJTficd itfelf, at the Head of a Handful of 
Soldiers^ and, with more Zeal than Prudence, at- 
tempted 
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tempted to dethrone a Prince, who was well experien- 
ced in Military Affairs ; and, with an Army of fixry 
thoufand Men, put a fatal Period to the Progrefs of 
Don Sehaftians Arms. His Crown was transferred to 
his Great Uncle, Don Henrj^ who was then in the 
fixty feventh Year of his Age, and was likewife a 
Cardinal and Archbifliop of Evora ; and reigned no 
longer than fixteen Months. His Death was Succeed- 
ed by the Pretences of feveral Princes, who declared 
thcmfclves his Heirs ; Philip the Second, King of 
Spain, who was the moft powerful of all the Candi- 
dates, decided the Competition by Force of Arms, 
^nd made himfelf Matter of Portugal, by the Valour 
of the famous Duke of Aha, the greateft General 
among the Caftilians; and the Succeffors of that Mo- 
narch governed thefe new Territories with the Severity 
ufually exercifed to a Country acquired by Conqueft 

The Ponuguefe, who are a gallant Nation, and al- 
ways impatient under a Foreign Yoke, delivered them- 
felves from that Subje&ion by a Combination of the 
Nobility. The Duke of Braganza was placed upon the 
Throne; and chough he was not eminent for any Qua- 
lifications that conftitute a great General, he main- 
tained himfelf in his new Dignity, by the Prudence 
and Moderation of his Government ; and particularly 
by the Abilities and wife Counfels of the Queen his 
Confort. This Princefs, after his Death, diftinguifti- 
cd'herfelf by her Capacity in the Art of Governing, 
through the whole Courfe of a tumultuous Regency, 
which was incommoded more by the Intrigues of the 
Court, than the Army of the Ca/iilians. In a Word ; 
The Reader will behold a Son, in whofe Mind Gra- 
titude had but little Prevalence; and who, when he 
attained his Majority, difpoffeffed his Mother of the 
Government, and was afterwards diverted of his own 
Authority by the Abilities of a Brother, who, by the 

San^ioQ 
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Sanfltion of the Laws, and his own Power and Popu- 
larity, deprived him of his Liberty and Crown, and 
forced him even to refign his Queen, whom this for- 
tunate Brother afterwards Efpoufed. 

Thefe are the TranfaSions related in this Work ; 
which is compiled from the Spanifb and Portuguefe Hi- 
ftorians ^, in Preference to Foreign Authors ; and 
efpecially from thofe Paflkges where the Writers who 
are the declared Partifans of the Spamfi Court, ac- 
Imowledge the Advantages which the Portuguefe ob- 
tained in this celebrated Revolution. 

And it is hoped that impartial Readers will not 
exped: more from an Author, who is neither a CafiiUan 
nor a Portuguefe; and who, in his Praifes or Difap- 
probations, is only influenced by that Truth which 
iprings from the Events he has related. 

* }o. Maritnae Hiftorit. Hi(pama illuftrftta. Hiftor. de Tnrouet 
Refendius de Antiq. Luiic. Monarchia Lufitania. Cbnoeftag. rhi- 
lippus Rex Lufitaniae. Hiftoire de Portugal. Par Monfieor de h 
Neufville. Lufitan. Vindic. Caetan. Pallar. de Bdio Lufitan. Por- 
tugal Reftaurado de Menes^ Siri Memoire Recondite. Mercore 
Francois. Trouble^ 4c Portugal. I^kmoirca d'Abfamco^rt. 
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Approbation. 

TQ Y Order of my Lord Chancellor, I have 
Jri read over UAhbe Vertot'j Hiftory 
i^the Revolutions oj Portugai.. 

^ The Nam$ alone of an Hiftorian Jo jufily 
^^ celebrated as the Author of this JVorky 
** will induce all Readers to efieem it 
^^ highly worthy of their peculiar Atten-^ 
^ tion. Injlru^ion and EtJtertainntent 
^' are equally blended throughout his 
it Performance \ and this happy Con^ 
^ junSiion renders all his Labours unu- 
^ 'verfally delightful. The Beauty of his 
^' Narration^ the Purity of his Style^ the 
^' Perfpicuity of his Exprefpon^ the Rw- 
^ lity of his Faiisj and the Solidity of the 
^' Proofs by which they are confirmed^ 
^ are every where confpicuous. 

(^ The great Improvements which the Author 
** has made to this Edition, renders it 
^' a new Work. His Interfperfions an 
^ fo judicious^ and his ^Tolitifal Kefiec^ 
^ tions fo e^cellent^ as muji deferoedly 
^ recommend it to all thofe who have 
^^ bought the former Imprellions, which 
^^ have not only been received with the 
^ greateji Applaufe in France, but in 
^ England, Holland, Germany, Italy, 
^ and Spain ; where this new Edition 
^^ is now expeded with the utmofi Impa^ 
^^ tience. Done at Paris the fecond 
f' Pay of Mayy 17^6, N- S. 

L'Abbc Richard. 
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PORTUGAL 

RTUG A Lcon&itates a Pare of Theg^. 
chat citcnfivc Country caUed Tlhe ^^^Li 
Spain s*; and moft of whofe of fm^j*^ 
Provinces are dignified with the x»i. 
Title of Kingdoms. 7his,o{Partti^ 
gdi^ is fitnated to the Weft of Caftik^ on the ' 
Banks of the O^sean, where it forms the mcft 
vveftem Extent of Emfe. This little State in« 
dudes nomore than an hundred and ten Leagues 
in Length, and comjprehends but fifty in its ut- 
moftBreadth. The Soil isfertile, the Air health- 
fid, and the nfual Heats of the Qimate are 
tempered with refrefliing Gales, and fruitful 
Showers. The Crown is Hereditary, and the 
Authorityofthe5i»v^^;»Abfoluce: He makes 

freat U& of that formidable Tribunal, 'the 
NQUisiTioN, as the chiefeft Inftrument 
of his Policy. The Pcrtu^uefe are full of Fire, 
naturally fierce and prefiimptuous, and great 
Bigots to their Religion, but in reality much 
more fuperftitious than devout. Every thing 
pafies for a Prodigy among them ; and Hea- 
ven, if you can believe them, is never want- 
ing, in the moft extraordinary manner, to 
d^lare in their Favour. 
• The Domioiaas of Sf4m bear the Denominations o! OU 

B We 
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the an- \\^e are unable to point out the firft Irthat-^ 
habitant ^^^^" ^^ ^'?^5 Country. The Portuguefe Hi- 
and Ma- ftorians derive them from the Pofterity of 
flersof Tubal; and indeed they could not well 
^King. afcend much higher, even with t6e Affiftance 
of Fiftion itfelf. . Every Nation is aduated 
by its own Chimseras, with refpeft to its Ori- 
ginal. What w€. can affirm with the moft 
Certainty is, fhat^ the Carthaginians and the 
Romans contended for the Empire of thefe 
Provinces, and fucceffively poffeffed them^. 
The Alans, Swedes, and Vandals, a(n4 all thofe 
barbarous Nations, who, under the general 
Name of Goths, overwhelmed the Empire, aC 
the Beginning of the fifth Century, gained 
the Dominion oi aU the S pains. Portugal 
xvas fome times governed by its own feleft 
Kings, and at other Times became united 
under the Sovereignty of the Princes oiCaflile. 
712. This happened in the Beginning of the 
eighth Century, under the Reign of R o d b- 
R I c K, the laft King of the Goths ; the MowSy 
or, more properly, the Arabians, Subje&s o( 
the Caliph Valid Almanzor, came from 
Africa into Spain, and foon made thcmfelvei 
Matters of the Country. Count Jtj li an, a 
^ani/h Nobleman, conduded them thither^ 
and facilitated their Conquefts, to revenge the 
♦ Indignity of that dishonourable Outrage of 
Roderick In repudiating his Daughter. 

Thefe Infidels extended their Dominion- 
from the Streights to the Pyrenees, excepting 
the Mountains of Afiuria, where the Chri- 
ftians (heltered themfelves under the Com- 
mand of prince Pelagus, who founded the 
Kingdom of Leon, or Oviedb. 
ill* Portugal fliared the famel Fate with the 
other Provinces of Spain, arid became fubjcft 
to the Mqoyk Thefe Infidels apj^oiBted feve- 

ral' 



Of rOKT V GAL. 



tal Govcrnours, who, after the Death of their 
Great Atmanzort made themfelves indepen- 
dent of any other Power, and formed them- 
felves into little Sovereignties. The Emula- 
tion, arifing froni their different Interefis» diC- 
United thcih ; and their Luxury and Effemi'- 
nacy foon brought abqut their Deftrudion. 
. About the Beginning of the twelfth Cen- 0"'gm of 
tury they were drivenout of Portugal by Henry [^® ^^^ 
Gount of Burgundy^ * Son to koifert King of " 

france^ This Prince^ animated with the fame 
eal which excited fo many others to engage 
in the Holy fPiar^ went into. /Sj?^/», on purpofe 
to (ignah'ze his Courage again(( the Infidels. 
He firft bore Arms under the Command of 
kodriguet of Bwar^ that experienced Officer 
^o highly celebrated un^er the Name of the 
Qd. , And he diftinguilhed hiinfelf in thefe 
Religious Wars In iuch an extraordinary man- 
tiieri that,^//>A^»/i VI. King of Caftik an'd 
teon^ made him.General of his Army. It i^ 
affirmed, that Prince Francis difcomHted the 
J^oors in feventeeh pitched Battles, and drove 
them from the northern Parts of Portugal. 
The King of Cdflik^ ;hat he might wholly 
engage fo great an Officer to his Intereft, 
gave hitn one of the Princeffes, his Daughter. 
^erejia^ in Marriage ; and, as a juft Reward 
qf his ViAoriesr, beftowed upon him all thofe 
Places from whence he had driven the Moors,. 

?'he Count extended his Dominions by new 
onq'ueds. He befieged and took the Cities, 
of Liibon^ PtsJ, and Conimbra: He profecuted 
his Succefles through the three Provinces be- 
tjWeen timro and Minia. , Henry having formed' 
this grand Sovereignty^ without being King, oi 

lif Sec a Trjcatifcof the Or/^w of tkt Kinis of Portugal. 
By thtodon Godefroy^ 

B' a without 
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without having aiTumed the Title, moft glo- 
rioufly eftablifticd the Mouarchj of Portugal. 

The Prince Alphonfo, his Son, fucceeded 
him in his Acquifitions and Va|our, and en- 
larged the former by daily Conquefts. There 
are fome Heroes who found Empires, and 
others who lofe them. The Soldiers of Count 

^139* Alpbonfo^ upon his obtaining a fignal Vi&ory 
over the MoorSy with one Voice proclaimed 
him King ; and the States General, being 
affembled at Lamego^ confirmed that auguft 
Title, which juftly devolved to his Succeuors. 
This Family had fwayed the Scepter of 
Portugal for almoft the Space of five hundred 
Tears, when Don Sthafiian came to the Crown * 

^SS7- He was not above three Tears of Age when 
he fucceeded the old King his GraMfather. 
During his Minority he was pat under the 
Regency of his Grandmother, Catbariut of 
AufiHa, Daughter of Philif L King of Q^iU, 
and Sifter to the Emperor Charles V. Don 
Alexis de Meneus^ a Nobleman remarkable for 
his fingular Piety, was appointed Govemour to 
the young King, and the Rev. Father Don lews 
de Camara^ a Jefuit, was appointed his Tuton 
From fuch judicious Inftrudors, what might 
not be expefted ? They filled his Mind with 
Sentiments of Honour, and his Soul with 
Devotion. But (which may at firft appear 
ftrange or impoffible) thefe Notions were too 
often, and too ftrongly inculcated in him. 
Meneus was always telling the young Prince 
what Viftories his Predeceffors had obtained 
over the Moors in the Indies^ and inmoft 
Parts of Africa. On the other hand, the 
Jefuit was perpetually reprefenting to him, 
that the Crown of Kings was the im- 
*^Tht Laws xt)zxmg to the Succijpm, jifpiml.}io,i. 

mediate 
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mediate Gift of Gody and that therefore the 
chiefeft Duty of a Prince was to propagate 
the Holy Gofpel, and to have the Word of 
the Lord preached to thofe Nations, who had 
never heard of the Name of Chrift. 

Thefe diflferent Ideas of Honour and Re- 
ligion, made a deep Impreflion on the Heart 
.of Don Sebafiian^ who was naturally Pious. 
Scarce therefore had he taken the Govern- 
ment oi Portugal upon himfelf, but he thought 
of tranfporting an Army into Africa ; and to * 
thaj end he often coniFerr'd with his Officers, 
but oftener with his Miifionaries, and other 
Eccleiiafticks. 

A Civil War breaking out about this time in 
MoroccOyfetrnd very much to favour his Defigni 
The Occafion was this: Muley Mahpmet had 
causM himfelf to be proclaimed King of Afc- 
rocco^ after the Death of Abdalla^ his Father ; 
Muley Aloluc, AbdaBa's Brother, oppofed him, 
obje£i:ing that he had afcended the Throne 
contrary to the Law of the Cherifs, by 
which it is ordained. That the Crown (hall 
devolve to the King's Brethren, if he has 
any, and his Sons be excluded the Succeflion. 
This occafion'd a bloody War between the 
Uncle and the Nephew ; but Muley Moluc^ 
who was as brave a Soldier as he was a wife 
Commander, defeated Mahomet's Army in 
three pitched Battles, and drove him out of 
j4frica. 

The cxil'd Prince -fled for Refuge to the 
Court of Portugal, and finding Accefs to Don 
Sehafitott, told him, chat notwithftanding his 
Misfortunes, there were ftill a confidefable 
Number of his Subjefts, who were Loyal in 
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their Hearts, and wanted only an Opportij- 
nity of declaring themfelves* in his Favour. 
That befides this, he was very well aflured 
that Moluc was affliSed with a lingring DiC- 
eafe, which prey'd upon his Vitals ; that 
JJamet^ Moluc s Brother, was not belov'd by 
the People ; that therefore if Don Sebafiian 
would but fend him with a fmall Army into 
j4frica, fo many of his SubjeSs would come 
over to him, that he did not in the le^ft 
queftion but that he fliould foon re-eftablilh 

* himfelf in his Father's Dominions ; which, if 
he did recover by thefe Means, the Kingdom 
ftiould become tributary to the Crown of 
Portugal ; Nay, that he ivould much rather 
hive Don Sebaftian himfelf fill the Throne of 
'Morocco^ than fee it in Pofleflion of the pre- 
fent Ufurper. 

Don Sebaftian^ who was evjsr entertaining 
himfelf with the Ideas of future Conquefts, 
thought this Opportunity of planting the 

• Chriftian Religion in Morocco^ was nJt to be 
neglefted; and therefore promised the Moorifb 
King not only his Afliftance, but rafhly en- 
gaged himfelf in the Expedition, giving out 
that he intended to command the Army in 
Perfon. The wifeft of his Counfellors in 
vain endeavoured to difluade him from the 
dangerous Defign. His Zeal, his Courage, 
ian inconfiderate Ra(hnefs, the common Fault 
of Youth, as well as fome Flatterers, the 
Bane of Royalty, and Deftruftion of Princes, 
all prompted him to continue fixed in his 
Refoliition, and peirfuaded him that he need- 
jed only appear in j4frica to overcome, and 
ithst his Conquefts would be both eafy and 
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glorious. To this end he embarked with an 
Army of Thirteen Thoufand Men, with 
vrhich he was to drive a powerful Prince out 
of his own Dominions. 

MdfU had timely Notice given him of the 
Portugueje Expedition, and of their landing in 
^firica ; he haU put himfelf at the Head of 
Forty Thoufand Horfemen, all difciplin'd Sol- 
diers, and who were not fo much to be 
dreaded for their Number and Courage, as 
they were for the Conduft of their General. 
His Infantry he did not at all vtilue himfelf 
upon, not having above Ten Thoufand Regu- 
lar Men ; there was indeed a vaft Number of 
the Militia, and others of the People who came 
pouring down to his Affiftance, but thefe he 
juftly looked upon as Men who were rather 
come to plunder than to fight, and who 
would at any tinie (ide with the Conqueror. 

Several Skirmiflics- were fought, but Mo^ 
luc's Officers had private Orders ftill to fly 
before the Foe, hoping thereby to make the 
PortUguefe leave the Shore, where they had 
intrenched themfelves. This Stratagem had 
its defir'd Eflfed ; for Don Sebafiian obferving 
that the Moors ftill fled before him, order a 
his Army to leave their Intrenchmencs, and 
marched againft the Foe as to a certain Vic- 
tory. Atoluc made his Army retire, as if he 
did not dare to fight a decifive Battle ; nay, 
font MefTengers to Don Sehftian, who pre- 
tended they were ordered to treat of Peace. 
The King of Portugal immediately concluded, 
that his Adverfary was doubtful of che Suc- 
cefs of the War, and that 'twould be an ea- 
^er Matter to overcome Ahiuc's Army, than 
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to join chem \ he therefore inde&tigably pdr- 
fued them. Bat the Mm bad no fooner 
drawn him far enough from the Shore, and 
made ic impoffible for him to retire to his 
Fleet, but he halted, faced the Pwtuguefe^ 
dnd put his Army in Battalia i the Horfe 
making a Half- Circle, with Intent, as foon 
as they engaged, to furroond the Enemy on 
every Side. Moluc made Hainet, his Brother 
and Succe(for9 Commander in chief of the 
Cavalry ; but as he doubted his Courage^ he 
came up to him a little before the Engage- 
ment, told him f hat he muft either conquer 
or die.; and that fliould he prove Coward 
enough to turn his Back upon the Foe, he 
would ftrangle him with his own Hand. 
The Reafon why M^uc did not command the 
Army himfelf, was, that he was fenfible of the 
Increafe of his lingring Difeafe, and found that 
in all Probability this Day would be his laft, 
and therefore refolved to make it the moft 
glorious of his Life. He put his Army, as I 
laid before, in Battalia himfelf, and gave all 
the neceffary Ojders with as much Prefence 
of Mind, as if he had enjoyM the greateft 
Health. He went farther than this ; for fore- 
feeing what a fudden Damp the News of his 
Death might caft upon tfie Courage of his 
Soldiers, he ordered the Officers that were 
about him, that if during the Heat of the 
Battle he (hould die, they (hould ' carefully 
conceal it ; and that even after his Death, his 
Aides de Cawp Ononld come up to his Litter, 
as if to receive frefti Orders. After this he 
was carried from Rank to Rank, where he 
exhorted his Soldiers to fight bravely for the 
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Defence of their Religion and their Coun- 
try. 

Bat now the Combat began, and the great 
Artillery being difcharg'd^ the Armies joined. 
The Portuguye Infantry foon routed the 
.Mmilb Foot-Soldiers, who, as was before 
inention'3, were raw and undifciplin'd ; the 
Duke ^sAviedo engaged with a Party of Horfe 
fo happily, that they gave Ground, and re- 
tired to the very Center of the Arqay, where 
the.King was. Enraged at fo unexpeded a 
Sight, npcwithftanding whgt his Officers 
could fay or do, 'he threw himfelf out of his 
Litter J Sword in Hand he cleared himfelf a 
PalTage, rallied his flying Soldiers, and led 
them back himfelf to the Engagen^ent. But 
this A&ion quite exhauft'mg his remaining 
Strength and Spirits, he fainted ; his Officers 
put him into his Litter, where he juft reco* 
ver'd Strength enough to put his Finger up- 
on his Mouth once more, to enjoin Secrecy, 
then died before they could convey him back 
to his Tent. His Commands were obey'd, 
and the Hews of his Death conceal'd. 

Hitherto the Chriftians feemM to have the 
Advantage, but the Moorijb Horfe advancing 
at laft, hemm'd in Sebaftians whole Army, 
and attacked them on every Side. The Ca- 
valry was drove back upon their Infantry, 
whom they trampled under Foot, and fpread 
every where amongft their own Soldiers, Dif- 
order, Fear, and Confufion. . The Infidels 
feizM upon this Advantage, and Sword in 
Hand fell upon the conquered Troops; a 
dreadful Slaughter enfu'd, feme on their 
J^nees bc^'4 for Qiiarter, others thought to 
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fave themfelves by Flight, but being furroun- 
ded by their Foes, met their Fate in ano- 
ther Place. The rafti Don Sebaftian himfelf 
was flain, but whether he fell amidft the 
Horror and Confufion of the Battle, not be- 
ing known by the Moors^ or whether he was 
refolv'd not to furrive the Lofs of fb many 
of his Sub jedls, whom he had led on to a 
Aug. 4. Field of Slaughter, is doubtful. Mulej Maho^ 
i^nii, met got off, but paffing the River Mucaz^en^ 
was drown'd. Thus pcri(h*d, in one fatal 
Day, three Heroick Frincej. 

The Cardinal, Don Henrjy great Unde to 
Don Sebaftian^ fucceeded him ; he was Bro- 
ther to jFjA» III. the late King's Grandfather, 
and Son to Emanuel, During his Reien, his 
pretended Heirs 'made all the Intereft they 
could in the Court of Portugal^ being well 
aflfurM that the prefent King, who was weak 
and fickly, and fixty-feven Years old, could 
not be longliv'd; nor could he marry, and 
leave Children behind him, for he was a Car- 
dinal, and in Prjeft's Orders. The Succef- 
fion was claim'd by Philip II. King of Spain ; 
Catherine of Portugal, efpous'd to Don James, 
Duke of Braganzxi ; by the Duke of Scnfoy ; 
the Duke of Parma ; and by Antonio^ Grand 
Prior of Crete : They all publifti'd their re- 
fpefiive Manifefto's, in which every one de- 
clared their Pretenfions to the Crown^ 

Philip was Son to the Infanta JfabeBay eldeOc 
Daughter of King Emanuel. The Dutchefe 
of Braganza was Grandaughter to the fame 
* King Emanuely by Edward his fecond Son. 
The Duke of Savoys Mother was the Prin- 
cefs Beatrix^ a younger Sifter of the Emprefs 

Ifabella. 
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ffabeUa. The Duke of Parma was Son to 
Mary of Portugal^ the fecond Daughter of 
Prince Edward^ and Sifter to the Dutchefs of 
firaganzM. Don Lewis^ Duke of Beja^ was 
fetond Son to King Emanuel by Vtolenta^ the 
fineft Lady of that Age, whom he had de- 
bauched, but whom the Grand Prior pre- 
tended to have been privately married to that 
Prince. Catherine de Medicis\ amongft the 
reft, made her Claim, as being defcended from 
Alphonfo III. King of Portugal^ and Maud 
Countefs of Bohnia. The^ Pope too put in 
his Claim j he would have it, that after the 
Reign of the Cardinal^ Portugal mu^ be look'd 
upon as a fat Living in his Gift, and to 
iwhich, like many a modem Patron, he would 
willingly have prefented himfelf. 

But notwithftanding all their Pretenfiorts^ 
it plainly appeared that the Succeffion be- 
longed either to Philip King of Spain^ or to 
the Dutcbeft of Bragafrui, a Lady of an ex- 
traordinary Merit, and belov'd by the whole 
, Nation. The Duke, her Spoufe, was de- 
fcended, tho* not in a dired Line, from the 
Royal Blood, and (he herfelf was fprung 
from Prince £Jiu^r^ ; whereas the. King of 
Spain was Son to Edward's Sifter : Befides, 
by the Fundamental Laws of the Kingdom, 
all Strangers were excluded the Succeffion. 
This Phi^p own'd, ftnce thereby the Pre- 
tenfions oi Savoy and Parma vanifti'd ; but he 
would by no means acknowledge himfelf a 
Stranger in Portugal^ which he faid had often 
been Part of the Dominions of the King of 
faftile. Each had' their feveral Parties at 
Court, and the Cardinal King was daily 
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prefsM to decide the DiflFerence, but always 
evaded it ; he could not bear to hear of his 
Succeflbrs, and would willingly have liv'd to 
have buryM all his pretended Heirs : However, 
his Reign lafted but feventeen Months, and 
by his Death Portugal became the unhappy 
Theatre of Civil Wars. 

1580. By his laft Will he had ordered, that a 
Junfto, orAflembly of the States, (hould be 
caird, to fettle the Succeffion ,• but King Philip 
not caring to wait for their DeciHon, fent a 
powerful Army into Pior^«^^^/, commanded by 
the Duke of Alba^ which ended the DifputCT, 
and put Philip in Pofleffion of that Kingdom. 

We cannot find that the Duke of Braganzui 
us'd any Endeavours to affert his Right by 
Force of Arms. The Grand Prior indeed did 
all he could to oppofe the Caftilians; th^ Mob 
had proclaim^ him King, and he took the 
;Ticle upon him, as if it had been given by 
the States of Portugal ; and his Friends raised 
fome Forces for him, but they were foon cue 
in Pieces by the Duke of Alba^ than whom 
Spain could not have chofen a better General. 
As much as the Portuguefe hate the Caftilians^ 
yet could they not keep theni out, being 
difunited among themfelves, and having no 
General, nor any Regular Troops on foot. 
Moft of the Towns, tor fear of being plun- 
dered, capitulated, and made each their fe- 
veral Treaty ; fo that in a fliort time Philip 

1581. was acknowledged their lawful Sovereign by 
the whole Nation, as being next Heir Male 
to his great Uncle, the late King; Of fuch 
wondrous Ufe is open Force to fupport a 
bad Caufe ! 

After 
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After him reign'd his Son and Grandfon, 
Philip III. and IV. who us'd the Ponuguefe 
not like Subjeds, bat like a conquered People; 
and the Kingdom of Portugal faw itfelf dmnndle 
into a Province of Sfaiu^ and fo weaken'd» 
that there was no Hope left of recovering 
their Liberty: Their Noblemen dnrfl: not 
appear in an Equipage fuitable to their Birth^ 
for fear of making the Spanifi Minifters jea- 
lous of cheir Greacnefs or Riches ; the Gentry 
' were confined to their Country-Seats, and the 
People cppreft'd with Taxes. 

The Dake of Olivarez.^ who was then firft 
Minifter to Philip IV. King of Spaiu^ was 
firmly periuaded, that all Means were to be 
us'd to exhauft this new Conquefi ; he was 
fenfible of the natural Antipathy of the Por^ 
tuguefe and Caftilians^ and thought that the 
former could never calmly behold their chief 
Pofts fillM with Strangers, or at beft with 
Pcrtuguefe of a Ptekiian Extradion, who had 
nothing elfe to recommend them but their 
Zeal for the Service of Spain. He thought 
therefore, that the fureft way of eftabliftiing 
King Philip's Power, was to remove the No- 
bility of Portugal from all Places of Truft, 
and fo to impoverifti cheiPeople, that they 
ihould never be capable of attempting to (hake 
off the Sfamfb Yoke. Bclides this» he em- 
ployed the Portuguefe Youth in foreign Wars, ^ 
refolving to drain the Kingdom of all thofe 
who were capable of bearing Arms. 

As politick as this Conduit of Olivarez, 
might appear, yet did he mifs his Aim ; for 
carrying his Cruelty to too high a Pitch, at a 
Time when the Court oi Spain was in Diftrefs, 
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and fecmiDg rather to plunder an Enemy^^ 
Country, than levying Taxes from the Por- 
tuguefe, who daily iai» their* Mifefies in- 
create, and be the Confequence of their At- 
tempt what it would, they could never fare 
worfej onanimoufly refolv'd to free them- 
felves from the intolerable Tyranny of 
Spain. 
1540. Margaret of Savof^ Dutchefs of Mamud^ 
was then in vP«rf«^^/, where (he had the Title 
of Vice- Queen, but was very far from hav- 
ing the Power. Miguel VafconceUos^ a Portuguefe 
by Birth, but attached to the Spani/b Intereft^ 
had the Name of Secretary of State, but 
was indeed an abfolute and independent Mi- 
niftcr, and difpatch'd, without th6 Know- 
ledge of the Vice-Queen, all the fecrct Bu- 
finefs ; his Orders he received dircdly from 
if Olivarez,, whofe Creature he waS, and who 
found him abfolutely neceflary for extorting 
vaft Sums of Money fromthe Portuguefe. He 
was fo deeply learn'd in the Art of In- 
triguing, that he could perpetually make the 
' Nobility jealous of one another, then would 
he foment their Dividons, and increafe their 
Animofities, whereby the Spaniffin Government 
became every Day more abfolute; for th* 
Duke was affur^d, that whilft the Grandees 
were engaged in private Quarrels, they would 
never think of the Common Caufe. 

The Duke of Braganza was the only Maa 
in all Portugal^ of whom the Spaniards were 
now jealous. His Humour was Agreeable, 
and the chief thing he confalted was his 
Eafe, He was a Man rather of found Scnfe, 
than quick Wit. He could eafily make him- 
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felf Mafter of any Bufinefs to which he ap« 
ply'd his Minds buc then he never car'd 
much for the Trouble on'c. Don' T^dofius^ 
Duke of Bragamjiy his Father, was of a fiery 
and paffionate Temper, and had taken care 
CO infufe in his Son's Mind an Hereditary 
Averfion to the Spaniards^ who had ufurp'd 
a Crown, that of Right belong'd to him ; to 
fwell his Mind with the Ambition of repof- 
feffing himfelf of a Throne, which his An* 
ceftors had been unjufily deprived of ; and 
to fill his Soul with all the Courage that 
would be neceffary for the carrying on of fo 
great a Defign. 

Nor was this Princess Care wholly loft ; 
Don John had imbib'd as much of the Senti* 
ments of his Father as were confiftent with 
fo mild and eafy a Temper. He abhorr'd 
the Spaniards, yet was not at all uneafy at 
his Incapacity oi revenging himfelf. He en- 
tertained Hopes of afcending the Throne of 
Portugal^ yet did he not (hew the leaft Impa- 
tience, as Duke Theodofius^ his Father, had 
done, but contented himfelf with a diftanc 
Profpeft of a Crown ; nor ivould for an Un- 
certainty venture the Quiet of his Life, and 
a Fortune which was already greater than 
what was well confiftent with, the Condition 
of a Subjeift. Had he been precifely what 
Duke Iheodojius wifli'd him, he had never 
been fit for the qreat Defign ; for d^OUvarez, 
had him.obferv'd To ftridly, that had his eafy 
and pleafant manner of Living proceeded 
from any other Caufe but a natural Inclina- 
tion, it had certainly been difcover'd, and 
the Difcovery had proved fatal both to his 
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Life and Fortune ; at leaft the Court of Spain 
would never have fufFer'd him to live in fo . 
fplendid a manner in the^very Heart of his 
Country/ 

Had he been the moft refin'd Politician, he 
could never have livM in a manner lefs capa- 
ble of giving Sufpicion. His Birth, his 
Riches, his Title to the Crown, were not 
criminal in themfelves, but became fo by thc^ 
Law of Policy. This he was very fenfible 
of, and therefore chofe this Way of Living, 
prompted to it as well by Nature as by Rea- 
ibn. It would have been a Crime to be for- 
midable, he muft therefore take care not to 
appear fo: kXiVtBa-J/iciofa^ the Seat of the 
Dukes of Braganzay nothing was thought of 
but Hunting-Matches, and other Rtiral Di- 
verfions ; the Brightnefs of his Parts could 
not in the leaft make the Spaniards appre- 
hend any bold Undertaking, but the Solidity 
of his Unjlerftanding made the Portuguefe 
promife themfelves the Enjoyment of a mild 
atid eafy King, provided they, would under- 
take to raife him to the Throne. But an Ac- 
cident foon after happened, which very much 
alarm'd Olivarez. 

Some new Taxes being laid upon the Peo- 
ple of Evoray which they were not able to 
pay, reduc'd them to Defpair ; upon which 
they rofe in a tumultuous manner, loudly ex- 
claiming againft the Spanifi Tyranny, arid 
declaring themfelves in Favour of the Hovife 
oi Braganx,a. Then, but too late, the Court 
of Spain began to be fenfible of their Error, 
in leaving fo rich and powerful a Prince in 
the Heart of a Kingdom fo lately fubdued, 

and 
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and to whofe Crown he had fuch Legal Pre- 
tenfions. 

This made the Council oi Spain immediate- 
ly determine, chat it was necelTary to fecure 
the" ETuke 0/ Braganz^a, or at beft not to let him 
itiake any longer Stay in Portugal, To this 
end they nam'd.him Governour of Alt/an, 
tvhich Government he'refus'd, alledging the 
Weaknefs of his Conftitution for an Excufe : 
Befides, he faid he was wholly unacquainted 
with the AflFairs of Italy^ and by conlequence 
Hot capable of acquitting himfelf in fo weigh- 
ty a Poll. 

The Duke ^ Olivarez. feem*d to approve 1^40, 
of the Excufe, and therefore b^gan to chmk 
of fonie new Expedient to draw him to 
Court. The King's marching at the Head of 
his Army to the Frontiers of Arra^on, to 
fupprefs the rtbelling Cataloniam^ was ^ very 
godd Pretence ; he wrofe to the Duke of 
Braganza, " to come at the Head of the Por- 
" tugtiefe Nobility to ferve the King in an 
" Expedition, which could not but be glo- 
" rlous, fince his Majefty commanded it in 
** Perfon.*' The Duke, who had no great 
Reli(h for any Favour conferred by the Court 
of Spain^ excus'd himfelf, upbn Pretence that 
** his Birth would oblige him ^o be at a much 
** greater Expence than what he was at pre- 
** fent able ""to fupporr/' 

This fecond Refufal alarm'd d'OUvarez. 
Notwirhftanding Don Johns eafy Temper, 
he began to be afraid chat the Evorians had 
made an Impreflion upon his Thoughts, by 
reminding him of his Right to the Throne. 
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It was dangerous to leave him any longer in 
bis Country, and equally dangerous to hurry 
him out of it by force ; fo great a Love had 
the Portuguefe e<^er bore to the Houfc o( Bra^ 
ganz.a ; lb great a Refped did Ihey bear to 
this Duke in particular. He muft therefore 
tfcacheroufly be drawn into Spain^ nor could 
any properer Means be thought of, for com- 
paffing this End, than by (hewing him all the 
feeming Tokens of an unfeigned Friendlhip. 
France and Spain were at that time engaged 
in War, and the French Fleet had been feen 
off the Coafts of Portugal This gave the 
Spanijh Minifter a fair Opportunity of accom- 
plilhing his Ends; for it was peceflary to 
have an Army on Foot, under the Command 
of fome brave General, to hinder the French 
from making a Defcenr, or landing any where 
in Portugal. The Commiffion w^ls fent to 
the Duke of Bragam^a^ with an abfolute Au- 
thority over all the Towns and Garrifons, as 
well as a Power over the Maritime Forces; 
in fliort, fo unlimited was the Command gi- 
ven him, that the Minifter feem'd blindly to 
have delivered all Portugal into his Power : 
But this was only the better to colour his 
Defign. Don Lopez^ Oz,orio, the Spanijh Ad- 
' miral, had private Orders fent him, that as 

foon as Don John (hould vifit any of the 
Ports, he (hould put in, as if drove by Strefs 
of Weather ,• then artfully invite the General 
aboard, immediately hoift Sail, and with all 
poffible Expedition bring him into Spain. But 
propitious Fortune feem'd to have taken him 
into her Protection ; a violent Storm arofe, 
which difpers'd the Spanijb Fleet, Part of 

which 
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mrhich fatfer'd Shipwreck, and the reft were 
fo (hacter'd, thac they could not make Por^ 
tugal. 

This ill Succefs did not in the leaft dif- 
conxzgt Olivarez^y or make him drop his Pro- 
jed i he attributed the Efcape of the Duke 
of Bragamm to meer Chance : He wrote him 
a Letter, fall of Expreffions of Friendlhip, J 

and as if he had with him fliar'd the Go- 
vernment of the whole Kingdom, wherein he 
deplored the Lofs o^the Fleet, and told him, 
that the King now expefted that he would 
carefully review all the Ports, and their re- 
fpeftive Fortifications, feeing that the Fleer, 
which was to defend the Coafts of Portugal 
from the Infults of the French^ had miferably 
perifti'd. And that his Villany might not be 
fufpeded, he returned him Forty Tboufand 
Ducats to defray his Expences, and to raife 
more Troops, in cafe there (hould be a Ne- 
ccffity of them. At the fame time he fent 
private Orders to all the Governours of Forts 
and Citadels, (the greateft Part whereof were 
Spaniards,) that if they (hould find a favour- 
able Occafion of fecuring the Duke of Bra* 
gottza, they (hould do it, and forthwith con- 
vey him into Sffain. 

This entire Confidence which was repos'd 
in him, alarm'd the Duke ,* he plainly faw 
that there was Treachery intended, and 
therefore thought it juft to return the Trea- 
chery. He wrote an Anfwer to OUvarez^ 
wherein he told him, that with Joy he ac- 
cepted the Honour which the King had con- 
fer'd upon him, in naming him his General, 
and promis'd fo to^difch^rge the important 
C z Truft, 
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Traft, as to deferve the Continuation of bis 
Majefty's Favour. 

But now the Duke began to have a nearer 

Profpett of the Throne j nor did he negledb 

this Opportunity of putting fajne of his 

Friends into Places of Truft, that they might 

be the more able to ferve him upon Occafion : 

He alfo employ^ Part of the Spanijh Money 

In making New Creatures, and confirming 

thofe in his Intereft whom he had already 

made. And as he partly miftrufted tht Spaniards 

Defign, he never vifited *hy Fort, but he was 

furrounded by fuch a Number of Friends, 

that it was impofSble for the Governours to 

execute their Orders. 

Mean while the Court of Spain loudly 
murmured at the Truft which was repos'd in 
Don yohn^ they were ignorant of the Prime 
Minifter's Aim, and therefore fome did not 
ftick to tell the King, that his near Alliance 
to the Houfe of Braganza made him overlook 
his Matter's Intereft ; feeing that it was the 
higheft Imprudence to put fo abfolure an 
Authority into the Hands' of one who had 
fuch Pretenfions to the Crown, and to entruft 
the Army to the Command of one, who in 
all Probability might make the Soldiers turn 
their Arms againft their lawful Sovereign. 
But the more they complained, the better 
was the King pleas'd, being perfuaded that 
the Plot was artfully laid, fince no one could 
unravel the dark Defign, Thus Braganzui 
not only had the Liberty, but was oblig'd to 
vifit all Portugal, and by that means laid the 
Foundation of his future Fortune. The 
Eyes of the Many were every where drawn 

by 
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by his tnagni Scene Eqdipage, all that came to 
Mm, he mildly, and with une^ual'd Good- 
ncfs heard ; the Soldiers were not fuffer'd to ^ 
xemmit the leaft Diforders, and he laid hold' 
of all Opportunities of praifing the Conduft 
of the Officers, and by frequent Recompen- 
ces beftow^l upon them, won their Hearts, 
The Nobility were charm'd with his free De- 
portment, he received every qne of them in 
the moft obliging manner, and paid each the 
Refpeft due to his Quality. In (hort, fuch 
was his Carriage, that the People began to 
think there <:ould be no greater Happi- 
nefs for them upon Earth, than the Refto- • 

ration of the Prince to the Throne of his 
Anceftois. 

Mean while his Party omitted nothing 
that they thought might contribute to the 
eftablKhing of his Reputation. Amongft o« 
thers, Pinto Ribeiro^ Comptroller of his Hbuf- 
hold, particularly diftinguifhM himfelf, and 
was the firft who formed an exaft Scheme for 
the Advancement of his Matter. There was 
no Man more experienced in Bufinefs, who 
at the fame time was fo careful, diligent, and 
watchful : He was firm to the Intereft of the 
Duke, not doubting but that if he could 
raife him to the Throne, he (hould raife him- 
felf to fomc confiderable Poft. His Mafter 
had often privately afl'ur'd him, that he would 
willingly lay hold of any fair Opportunity 
for his Reftoration, yet would not rafhiy de^- 
clare himfelf, as a Man who had nothing to 
lofe ; that notwithftanding he might endea- 
vour to gain the Minds of the People, and 
to make new Creatures, yet he rouft do ic 
C 3 witl^ 
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' with that Caution, that it might appear his 
own Work, and done without the 0>nfenc 
and Knowledge of the Duke. 

Pinto had fpar'd no Pains in difcovering 
who were, and the Number of the Diftf- 
fefted, which he daily ende^vourd to in- 
creaCs ; he rail'd againft the prefent Govern- 
ment fometimes with Heat, at other times 
with Caution, always accommodating him- 
fclf to the Humour of the Company which 
he w^s in : Tho' indeed fo great was the Ha- 
tred which the Portugmfe t>ore the Spaniards, 
that there was no need of Refbrve in com- 
plaining of them. He would often remind 
the Nobility what honourable Employments 
their Forefathers had borne, when P&rtugd 
was governed by its own Kings. Then 
would he mention the Summons which bad 
fo much exafperated the Nobility, and by 
which they were commanded to attend th^ 
King in Catalonia, Pinto usM to complain of 
thisHardfldip as of a kind of Banifhment, 
from which they would fcarce find it pofli- 
ble to return ; that the Pride of the Spa- 
niards y who would command them, .was in- 
foffcrable, and the Expence they ihould be 
at intolerable ,• that this was only a plaufible 
Pretence to drain Portugal of its braveft Men, 
that in all their Expeditions they might be 
affur'd of being expos'd where the greatcft 
Panger was, but that they muft never hope 
to (hare the Icajft Part of the Glory? 

When he was amongft the Merchants an4 
other Citizens, he would bewail the Mifery 
of his. Country, which was ruin'd by the 
Jn|ufti<:e of the Spoftiard^ who had transfer^ 

tl^e 
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the Trade, which Portugal carried on with 
the ladies, to Cadiz.. Then would he remind 
them of the Felicity which the Dutch and 
CatalonioMs enjoy 'd, who had (haken off the 
Spanifi Yoke. As for the Clergy, he did not 
in the leaft quefiion but that he (hould en« 
gage them in his Intereft, and exafperate them 
fiioft irreconcileably againft the Caftilians ; he 
told them, that the . Immunities and Privi- 
leges of the Church were violated, their 
Order* contcmn'd and negle&ed, and that 
all the beft Preferments and fatteft Livings, 
were poiTefsM by foreign Incumbents. 

When he was with thofe, of whofe Dif- 
afFe&ion he was already convinced, he would 
take care to turn his Difcourfe to his Mafter, 
and talk of his Manner of Living. He would 
often complain, that 'That Prince (hcw'd 
too little Aflfedion for the Good of his 
Country, and Concern for his own Intereft ; 
and that at a Time when it was in his Power 
to aflfert Yyis Title to the Crown, he (hould 
feem fo regardlefs of his own Right, and * 
lead fo idle a Life. Finding that thefe In- 
finuations miade an Impreflion upon the Peo- 
ple, he went ft ill farther : To thofe who were 
publick-lpirited, he reprefented what a glo- 
rious Thing it would be for them tO| lay 
the Foundations of a Revolution, and to de- 
ferve the Name of Deliverers of their Country. 
Thofe who had been injured and ill-treated 
by the Spaniards^ he would excite to the De- 
fire of Revenge ; and the Ambitious he flat- 
tcr'd with a Profpeft of the Grandeurs and 
Preferments they: might expeft from the new 
King, would they once raife him to the 
C 4 Throne; 
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Throne. In (hort, he managed every thing 
i^fith fo much Art, that being privately af- 
^ur'd of the unfhaken AfFcaion of many to 
bis Mafter, he procur'd a Meeting of a con- 
fiderable Number of the Nobility, with the 
j),rchbifliop of Lisbon at the Head of them. 

This Prelate was of the Houfe of Acugna^ 
one of the beft Families of all Portugal ; he 
was a Man of Learning, and an excellent Po- 
litician, belov'd by the People, but hated by 
the ^P^fiiar4fy and whom he had alfo juft 
Caufe to ha»:e, (ince they had made Don 
Sebaftian Maltos Je Norogm'a, Archbiftiop of 
JSraga, Prefident of the Chamber of Opaco^ 
whom they had all along prefer'<i to him, and 
to whotp they had given a great Share in the 
Adminiftration of Affairs. 

Another of the moft confiderable Members 
of this Aflembly, was Don Miguel S Almeida^ 
a venerable old Man, and who deferv'd, and 
had the Efteem of every Body; he was very 
publick-fpifited, and was not fo much grieved 
at hVs own private \lisfortunes, as at thofe 
of his Country, whofe Inhabitants were be- 
come thjB .Slaves of an ufurping Tyrant. In 
ihefe Sentiments he had been educated, and 
to theie with undaunred Courage and Refo- 
lution he ftill adher'd ; nor could the En- 
treaties of \i\% Relations, nor the repeated 
Advices of his Friends, ever make him go to 
Court, or cringe to the Spanijh Minifters. 
This Carriage of his had made them jealous 
of him. This therefore was the Man whom 
Pinto firft caft his Eyes upon, being well af- 
fur'd that he might fafely entruft him with 
t{ie Secret ; befides which^ no one could be 
* " more 
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rnore ufeful in carryhig on their DeHgn, his 
Intereft with the Nobility being fo great, 
that he could eafily bring ovej: a confiderable 
Number of them to his Parjcy. 

There were, befides thefe two, at this 
firft Meeting, Don Antonio £ Almada^ an inti- 
mate Friend of the Archbi(hop's> with Don 
JLexwj, his Son ; Don Lews a Acugna^ Ne- 
phew to that Prelate, and who had married 
Don Antonio d ^/joiiiia's Daughter ; MtUa 
Lord l^anger^ Don George his Brother ; Pe- 
dro Mendozui ; Don Rodrigo de Saa^ Lord* 
Chamberlain ; with feveral other Officers of 
the Houfiiold, whofe Places were nothing 
now but empty Titles, fince Portugal had loft 
her own natural Kings. 

The Archbilhop, who was naturally a 
good Rhetorician, broke the Ice in this Af- 
fembly ; he made an eloquent Speech, in 
which he fet forth the many (grievances Por- 
tugal had laboured under Hnce it had been 
fubjeft to the Domination oC Spain. He re- 
minded them of the Number of Nobility 
which Philip II. had butchcr'd to fecure his 
Conqueft ; nor had he been more favourable 
to. the Church, witnefs the famous Brief of Conoftagio. 
Abfolution, which he had obtained' from the 
Pope for the Murder of Two Thoufand 
Priefts,/or others of Religious Orders, whom 
he had t)arbarouny put to Death, on no other , 
account but to fecure his Ufurpation : And 
fince that unhappy Time, the Spaniards had not 
chang'd their inhuman Policy ; how many had 
fallen for no other Crime but their unlhaken 
Love to their Country ! That none of thofe 
who were there prefent, could call their Lives 

or 
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or their Eftates their own : That the l5obi- 
lity were flighted and removed from ail PJaces 
of Truft, Profit, or Power ; That the Church 
was filf d with a fcandalous Clergy, fince Vaf- 
c$ncellos had difposM of all the Livings, and to 
which he had prefer'd his own Creatures on- 
ly: That the People were opprefs'd with 
cxccflive Taxes, whilft the Earth remained 
untiu'd for want of Hands, their Labourers 
being^ all fent away by Force, for Soldiers to 
Catatonia ; That this laft Summons for the 
Nobility to attend the King, was only a fpe- 
cious Pretence to force them out of their 
own Country,, left their Prefence might prove 
an Obftacle to fome cruel Defign, which was 
doubclefs on Foot: That the mildeft Fate 
they could hope for, was a tedious, if not a 
perpetual Banifhment ; and that whilft they 
were ill- treated by the Caflilians abroad. 
Strangers (hould enjoy their Eftates, and 
new Colonies take Polfeffion of their Habita- 
tions. He concluded by affuring them, that 
fo great were the Miferies of his Country, 
that he would rather chufe to die ten thou- 
fand Deaths, than be obliged to fee the Eh- 
creafe of them ; nor would he now entertain 
one Thought of Life, did he not hope that 
fo many Perfons of Qiiality were not met to- 
gether in vain. 

This Difcourfe had its defir'd Effea, by 
reminding every one of the many Evils which 
they had fufter'd. Each feem'd earneft to 
give fome Inftance of VafconceUos^s Cruelty. 
The Eftates of fome had been unjuftly 
confifcated, whilft others had Hereditary 
Places and Governments taken from them ; 

feme 
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fooie had beea long confin'd in Prifons thro' 
the Jetloufy of the Spanifb Minifters, and 
many bewail'd a Father, a Brother, or a 
Friend, either detained ac Madrid, or fenc 
into Catalonia as Hoftages of the Fidelity of 
their unhappy Countrymen. In (hon, there 
vras not one of tbofe who were engaged in 
this Pablick Caufe, but what had fome pri<- 
vatc Quarrel to revenge : But nothing pro- 
voked them ^ more than the Catalonian Ex- 
pedition ; they plainly faw, that it was not 
fo much the want of their Afliftance, as the v 
Defire of ruining them, which made the Sfa^ 
nifb Minifter oblige them to that tedious and 
expcnfive Voyage. Thcfe Confiderations, 
join'd to their own private Animofities, made 
them unanimoully refolve to venture Life and 
Fortune, rather than any longer to bear the 
heavy Yoke : But the Form of Governmenc 
which they ought to chufe, caused a Divi« 
fion amongft them. Part of the Aflembly 
were for making themfelves a Republick, as 
ffoBand had lately done ,' others were for a 
Monarchy, but could not agree upon the 
Choice \)f a King : Some proposed the Duke 
of Braganz^y fome the Marquifs de VtUareal^ 
• and others the Duke Jt Aviedo^ (all Three 
Princes of the Royal Blood of Portugal,) 
according as their different Inclinations, or 
Interefts byafs'd them. But the Archbilhop, 
who was wholly devoted to the Houfe of 
Braganza^ afTuming the Authority of his 
CharaAer, fet forth with great Strength of 
Reafon, That the Choice of a Government 
was not in their Power ; that the Oath of 
AU^iance which they had taken to the King 



28 The Revolution 

of Spain^ could not in Confcience be broken^ 
unlefs it was with a Defign to reftore their 
rightful Sovereign to the Throne of his Fa- 
thers, which every one knew to be the Duke 
of Braganz^a ; that they muft therefore refolve 
to proclaim him King, or for ever to contmue 
under the Tyranny of the Spanijb Ufurpen 
After this, he made them confider the Power 
and Riches of this Prince, as well as the 
great Number of his Vaffals, on whom de- 
pended almoft a third Part of the Kingdom. 
He (hew'd them it was impoffible for them to 
drive the Spaniards out of Portugal^ unlefs he 
was at their Head : That the only Way to 
engage him, would be by making him an. 
Offer of the Crown, which they would be 
under a Neceflicy of doing, alt ho' he was not 
the firft Prince of the Royal Blood. Then be- 
gan he to reckon all thole excellent Qualities 
with which he was endow'd, as his Wifdom, 
his Prudence ; but above all, his affable Be- 
haviour, and inimitable Goodnefs. Inlhort, 
his Words prevailed fo well upon every one, 
that they unanimoufly declared him their 
King, and promised that they would fpare 
no Pains, no Endeavours, to engage him to 
enter into their Meafures : After which, ha- 
ving agreed upon the Time and Place of a 
fecond Meeting, to concert the Ways and 
Means of bringing this happy Revolution 
about, the Affembly broke up. 

Pinto obferving how well the Minds of the 
People were difpos'd in Favour of his Mafter, 
wrote privately to him, to acquaint him with 
the Succefs of the firft Meeting, and advised 
him to come, as if by Chance, to Lisbon^ that 

by 
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by his Prefence he might encourage the Con- 
fpiracors, and at the lame time get fome Op* 
portunity of conferring with them. This 
Man fpent his whole Time in negotiating this 
grand Affair, yet did it fo artfully, that no 
one could fufped his having any farther In- 
terefl: in it, than his Concern for the Publick 
Welfare. He feemingly doubted whether his 
Mafter would ever enter into their Meafures, 
objeding his natural Averfion to any Under- 
taking which was hazardous, and required 
Application : Then would he ftart fome Diffi- 
culties, which were of po other Ufe but to 
deftroy all Sufpicion of his having any Under- 
fianding with his Mafter, and were fo far 
from being weighty enough to difcourage 
them, that they rather ferv'd to excite their 
Ardour. 

Uppn the Advice given by Pinto) the Duke 
left ViHaviciofa, and came to Almada^ a Caflle 
near Usbon^ on Pretence of vifiting it as he 
had done the other Fortifications of that 
Kingdom. His Equipage was fo magnificent, 
and he had with him fuch a Number of the 
Nobility and Gentry, as well as of Officers, 
that he look'd more like a King going to take 
PofTeifion of a Kingdom, than like the Go- 
vcrnour of a Province, who was viewing the 
Places and Forts under his Jurifdiction : He 
was fo near Liibon^ that he was under an 
Obligation of going to pay his Devoirs to the 
Vice- Queen. As foon as he entered the Pa- 
lace-Yard, he found the Avenues crowded 
with infinite Numbers of People, who prefsM 
forward to fee him pafs along ; and all the 
Nobility came to wait upon him^ and to 

accom- 
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accompany him to the Vice-Queen's. It was 

a general Holiday chroughout the City, and 
fo great was the Joy of the People, that 
there feem'd only a Herald wanting to pro- 
claim him King, or Refolutioh enough fo 
himfelf to put the Crown upon his Head. 

But the Duke was too prudent to truft to 
the uncertain Sallies of an inconftant People. 
He knew what a vaft Difference there was be- 
tween their vain Shouts, and that Steddinefs 
which is neceflary to fupporc fo great an 
Enterprize. Therefore after having paid his 
Refpefts to the Vice- Queen, and taken Leave 
of her, he retum'd to Almada, without fo 
much as going to Braganza-Hoafe^ or-pafling 
through the Gty, left he (hould increafe the 
Jealoufy of the Spaniardsy who already feem'd 
very uneafy at the Aflfeftion which the Peo- 
ple had fo unanimoufly exprcfs'd for the 
Duke. 

Pimo took Care to make his Friends ob- 
ferve the unneceffary Caution which his Ma- 
tter us'd, and that therefore they ought not 
to negled this Opportunity, which his Stay 
at Almada afforded them, to wait upon that 
l^rince, and to perfuade, nay, as tho' it were 
to force him to accept the Crown. The Con- 
fpirators thought the Counfel good, and de- 
puted him to the Duke to obtain an Audi- 
'ence. He granted them one, but upon Con- 
dition there fiiould come three of the Confpi- 
rators only, not thinking it fafe to explaia 
himfelf before a greater Number. 

Miguel ct Almeida^ Antonio £ Almada, and 
Pedro Mendoza^ were the three Perfons pitch 'd 
upon, who coming by Night to the Prince's, 

and 
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and being introduced into his Chamber, £ AU 
ntada^ who was their Spokefman, rcprcfented 
in few Words the prefent unhappy State of 
Portugal^ whofe Nacives, of what Quality or 
Condition foever, had fuffer'd fo much from 
the unjuft and cruel Caftilians : That the 
Duke himfelf was as much, if not more ex- 
posed than any other to their* Treachery ; 
that he was too difcerning not to perceive 
that Jt OUvarez!^ Aim was his Ruin, and that 
there was no other Place of Refuge but the 
Throne ; for the reftoring him to which, he 
had Orders to offer him the Services of a 
confiderable Number of People of the firft 
Quality, who . would willingly cxpofe their 
Lives, and facrifice their Fortunes for his 
Sake, and to revenge themfelves upon the 
oppreffing Spaniards. 

He afterwards told them, that the Times 
of Charles V. and Philip 11. were no more, 
when Spain held the BaUance of Europe in her 
Hand, and gave the neighbouring Nations 
Laws: That this Monarchy, which had been 
once fo formidable, could fcarce now pre- 
ferve its' ancient Territories ; that the French 
and Dutch not only wagM War againft them, 
but often overcame them ; that Catalonia itfcif 
employ 'd the greateft Part of <heir Forces ; 
that they fcarce had an Army on Foot, the 
Treafury was exhaufted, and that the King- 
dom was governed by a weak Prince, who 
was himfelf fway'd by a Minifter, abhor^d by 
the whole Nation. 

He then obferv'd what foreign Proteftion 
and Alliances they might depend on, and be 
afliir'd of; moft of the Princes of Europe 

• were 
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were profefs'd Enemies to the Houl^ of Au- 
ftria ; the Encouragement Holland and Caid" 
Ionia had met withj, fufficiently fliew'd what 
* Cardinal might be expefted from that able '^^ Statefman, 
Richlieu. ^yhofe mighty Genius feem'd wholly bent up- 
on the Deftruftion of the Spanifb King ; that 
the Sea was now open, and he might have 
free Communication with whom he pleased; 
that there were fcarce any SpaniJB Garrifons 
left in Portugal^ they having been drawn out 
to ferve in Catalonia ; that there could never 
be a more favourable Opportunity of affert- 
ing his Right and Title to the Crown, of 
fecuring his Life, his Fortune, and his Li- 
berty, which were at Stake, and of delivering 
his Country from Slavery and Oppreflion. 

We may cafily imagine, that there was 
nothing in this Speech which could difpleafe 
the Duke of Braganx^a ; however, unwilling 
to let them fee his Heart, he anfwer'd the 
Deputies in fuch a manner, as could neither 
leffen, or increafe their Hopes, He told 
them, that he was but too fenfible of the 
Miferies to which Portugal was reduced by 
the Caftiliansy nor could he think himfelf fe- 
cure from their Treachery ; that he very 
much commended the Zeal which they (hew'd 
for the Welfare of their Country, and was 
in an efpecial manner obliged to them for the 
AffeSion which they bore him in particular 5 
that notwithftanding what they had repre- 
fented, he fear'd that Matters were not ripe 
for fo dangerous an Entcrprize, whofe Con- 
fequence, (hould they not bring it to a 
happy Period, would prove fo fatal to them 
all. - 

Having 
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Having returned this Anfwer, (for a more 
pofitive one he would not return) he carefs'd 
the Deputies, and thankM them in fo obli- 
ging ^ manner, that they left him, ^well ft- 
tisfy'd that their Meflfage was gratefully re-r 
teiv'd ; but at the fame time perfuadedj that 
the Prince would be no farther concerned in 
their Delign, than giving his Confent to th6 
Execution of it, as foon as^ their Plot (hould 
be ripe. ; ; 

After their Departure, the Duke confer^d 
with Pinto about the new Meafnres whicli 
they muft take, and then returned to ViBar ♦ 
vidofa ; but not with that inward Satisfa£iipn 
of Mind which he had hitherto en joy 'd, .but 
With a Reftle&nefs of Thought, this too com« 
mon Companion of Princes; - . 

As foon as he ^rriv'd, he communicated 
thofe Proportions which had been made 
him, to the Dutchefs his Wife. She was of 
a Cafiilian Family, Sifter to .the Duke of Udi- 
dina Sidonia^ a Grandee 6i Spaing andGoverr 
hor of Andalufia. During her Childhood, 
tier Mind was great and heroick, and as (he 
grew up, became paflionately fond of Honour 
and Giory. The Duke, her Father, who 
perceived thiis natural Inclination of hers, 
took Care to cultivate it betimes, and gavo 
the Care of her Education to Perfons whp 
would fwell her Breaft with * Ambition, and 



. • Ad haic politicas Artes, bonos & malos Rcgimi- 
nis Dolos, Dominationis Arcana, humani Latibula, in- 
gcnii, jnon modo intelfigepe Mulier, fed & pertra6tare 
Guoque ac provchere,' tarn* Natur^ quam Difciplini 
mirifice mffruaa fuit^ Caetan, Paffar, de Belk Lth 
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rcprcfcnt it as the chiefeft Virtue of Princes. 
She apply'd hcrfelf betimes to the Study of 
the different Tempers and Inclinations of 
Mankind, and would by the Looks of a 
Perfon judge of his Heart ; fo that the moft 
diflembling Courtier could fcarce hide his 
Thoughts from her difccrning Eye. She 
neither wanted Courage to undertake, nor 
Conduft to carry on the moft difficult Things, 
provided their End was glorious and honour- 
able. Her Anions were free and eafy, and 
at the fame time noble and majeftick i her 
Air at once infpir'd Love, and commanded 
Refpeft. She took the Portuguefi Air with 
fo much Eafe, that it feeip'd natural to her. 
She made it her chief Study to defetve the 
Love and Efteem of her Husband ; nbr could 
the Aufterity of her Life, a folid Devotiot), 
and a perfed Con^plaifaflce to all his Adions, 
fail of doing it. She hegle&ed all tfaofe 
Pleafures, which Perfons of her Age «id 
Quality ufually rdifti ; and the greateft Part 
of her Time was erijpioy'd in Studies, which 
might adorn her Mind, and improve her 
l&nderftanding. 

The Duke tbottght himfdf complearly 
teppy in the Poffeffion of fo accomplifli'd a 
Eady i his Love could fcarce be paralld'd, 
and his Confidence in her was entire : He 
never undertook any thing without her Ad- 
vice, nor would he engage himfetf any far- 
ther in a Matter of fuch Confequence, with- 
out fijrft confulting with her. He therefore 
i&ew'd her thp Scheme of the Revolution, 
the Names of the Confpirators, and acquain* 
t'fcd her with \^hac liad pafs'd as well in the* 

Aflfenbly 
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Aflcmbly held at Lishn, as in t-he Confe-^. 
rence he had had i^ith them at Almada^ and 
the Warmth tvhich every one had (hown up- 
on this Occafion. He told her. That the 
Expedition of Catahnia had fo incensM the 
isfobility, that they were all refolv'4 to rfe- 
volr, rather than to leave their native Coun- 
try ; he dreaded,^ that if he (hould refufe tQ : 
lead them on,:: they would forfake him, and 
chufe thcmfefves another Leader.. Yet he 
confefs'd, that the Oreatnefs of the Danger, 
made him dread the Event ; that whilft he 
yicw'd the Throne at a Diftance, the flatter- 
ing Idea of Royalty v^as m oft agreeable to 
his Mind, but that now having a nearer 
]?rofpeft of it, and of the intervening Ob- 
^acles, he was ftartled ; nor cpuld he calmly 
behold thofe Dangers into which he muft in- 
evitably plutigc himfelf and his whole Fami- 
ly, fn Cafe of a Difcovery : That the Peo- 
jrfc, on whom they muft chieiSy depend for 
thcSuccefs,. were inqonftant, and' difliearc- 
ned by the leaft Piffitulty ; That the Num-, 
ber of the Nobility and Gentry which he had 
on his Side, was not fufiicienr, unlefs fup- 
ported by the Grandees of the Kingdom j 
who doubtlefs, jealous of his Fortune, would ■ 

S>pofc it^ as not being able to fubmit to the 
overhment of one, whom they had all along 
looked upon as their Equal That thefe Con- 
fideratiohs, as well, ^s the littlb Dependance 
he could make on foreigh Affrftance, over- 
ruled his Ambition, and made him forget 
the Hopes of reigning. But the Dutchefs,, 
iwfjiofe §oul was truly great, and Ambition 
licr ruling Paflion, immediately declared her- 
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felf in Favour of the Confpiracy. She ask'd 
the Duke, " Whether in Cafe the Portugue/e^ 
" accepting^ his Denial, (hould refolve to 
^' make themfelves a Republick, he would fide 
" with them, or with the King of Spain ? *' 
" With his Countrymen undoubtedly, he re- 
" ph*^ ; ^^^ whofe Liberty he would willing- 
" ly venture his Life/' " And why can you 
** not do for your own Sake, anfwerd Jhe^ 
" what you would do as a Member of the 
" Commonwealth ? The Throne belongs to 
'* you, and (hould you perifli in attempting 
** to recover it, your Fate would be glorious, 
** and rather to be envy'd than pityM/' Af- 
ter this, (he urg'd " his undoubted Right to 
" the Grown ; that Portugal was reducVi to 
** fuch ar miferable State by the Caftiliansy 
" that it was inconfiftcnt with the Honour 
** of a Perfon of bis Quality, to be an idle 
** Looker-on ; that his Children would re- 
" proach, and their Pofterity ciirfe his Me- 
" mory, for neglefting fo fair an Opportu- 
" nity of reftoring them what they ought in 
'* Juftiee to have had/' Then (he repre- 
fented the DiflFerence between a Sovereign 
and a SubjeA, and the Fleafure of ruling, 
inftead of obeying in a fervile Manner. She 
made him fenfible,' that it would be no fuch 
difficult Matter to re-poflefs hirofelf of the 
Crown ; that though he-could not hope for fo- 
reign Affiftance, yet were the Portuguefe of 1 
t^iemfelves able 'to drive the Spaniards out of 1 
their Country, efpecially at fuch a favourar 
ble Jbnfture as this. In (horr, fo great wais 
hfer pepfuafive Art, that (he prevail'd upon 
the Dulte to accept the Offer made him^ but 

at 
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at the fame Time confefs'd his Prudence, in 
letting the Number of the Confpirators in- 
creafe before he join'd with them ; nor would 
fhe advife him to appear openly in ir^ 'cill the 
Plot was ripe. 

Mean while the Court of Spain grew very 
jealous of him. Thofe extraordinary Marks 
of Joy, which the Lisbonius had (hewn at his 
coming thither, had very much alarm'd d 
Olivarez,. It was alfo whifper'd about, that 
there were nightly Meetings, and fecret Af- 
femblies held at Lisbon : So impoilible it is, 
that a Bufinefs of fuch Confequence (hould be 
wholly concealed. 

Upon this feveral Councils were held at 
Madridy in which it was refolv'd, that the 
only Way to prevent the Portuguefe from re- 
volting, was by taking from them their Lea* 
der, in Favour of whom it was fupposM they 
intended to revolt. Wherefore a Olivarez, 0£1. 20. 
immediately difpatch'd a Courier to the Duke 1640. 
of Braganz^a^ to acquaint him, that the King 
defir'd to be informed, by his own Mouth, 
of the Strength of every Fort and Citadel, 
the Condition of the Sea-Ports, and what 
Garrifons were plac'd in each of them : To 
this he added, that his Friends at Court 
were over joy'd at the Thoughts of feeing him 
fo foon, and that every one of them were 
preparing to receive him with the Reljpeft 
4ue to his Qiiality and Delerts. 

This News thunder-ftruck the unhappy 
Prince ; he was well alTur^d, that fince fo 
many Pretences were made ufe of to get him 
into Spainy his DeftruSion was refolv'd on^ 
and nothing lefs than his Life could fatisfy 
D 3 them. 
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thcrai They had left off CarelTes and Iftvi* 
tations, and had now fent pofitive Ordei^s^ 
which either muft be obey a, or probably 
open Force would be made u(e of. He con- 
cluded, that he was becrayM. Such is the 
Fear of thofe, whofe Thoughts are taken up 
with great Dedgns, andwho always imagine 
that the inquifitive World is prying into their 
Afiions, and obferving all their Steps. Thus 
did the Duke^ whofe Condu& had been al'^* 
ways greater than his Courage, dread that 
he had plungfd bimfelf into inevitable Dc- 
ftruftion. 

But to gain Time enough to give the Con- 
fplrators Notice of his Dai^er, by the Ad- 
vice of the Dutchefs, he fcht ,a Gentleman, 
whofe Capacity and Fidelity he w9iS before 
affurM of, tb the Court of Madrid, to affurc 
the Spanijh Minifter, that he would fuddenljr 
wait on the King ; but had at the fame time 
given him private Orders to find out all the 
Pretences imaginable for the delaying his 
Journey, hoping in the mean time to bring 
the Confpiracy to Ripenefs, and thereby to 
Ihelter himfelt from the impending Storm. 
' As foon as this Gentleman arriv'd at Afo- 
drid, he aflur'd the King and the Duke/ O//- 
warezy 'that his Matter followed him. To 
make his Story the more plaufible, betook a 
large Houfe, which he furni(h*d very fump- 
, tuoufly, then hir'd a confidcrable Number o£ 
Servants, to whom he before-hand gave Li- 
veries. In (hort, he fpar'd no Coft to per^ 
&ade the Spaniards that his Mafter would be 
in a very little time at Court, and that he ra- 

tended 
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tended to appear with an Equipage fuitable 
to his Birth. 

Some Days after he pretended to hare re- 
ceived Advice that his Mafter was fallen (ick. 
When this Pretence was grown ftale, he 
prefented a Memorial to (f Ofivarez, in which 
he defirM that his Matter's Precedence in the 
Court might be adjuf^ed. He did not in the 
leaft queftion but that this would gain a con* 
fiderable Time, hoping that the Grandees/by 
maintaining their Rights, would oppofe his 
Claims. But thefe Delays beginning to be 
fufpe&ed, the firft Miniftcr had the Thing 
foon decided, and always in Favour of the 
Duke of Bragam/i 5 fo eameftly did he defirc 
to fee him once out of Portugal^ and to have 
him iafe at Madrid, 

The Confpirators no fooner heard of the 
Orders which the Duke had received, but 
fearing that he might obey them, deputed 
Mmd^a to know what he intended to do, 
and to engage him 6rnily, if poffible, to their 
Party. This Gentleman was chofen prefer- 
ably to any other, becaufe he was Governor 
of a Town near Vtllavkiofa ; fo that he 
could hide tlje real Intent of his Journey 
from the Spaniards^ under the fpecious Pre- 
tence of Bufinefs. He did not dare to go 
dtredly to the Prince's Houfe, but took aa 
Opportunity of meeting him in a Foreft one 
Morning qs he was hunting ; they retired to- 
gether into tfie thickeft Part of the Wood, 
where MendozM (hew'd him what Danger he 
exposM himfelf to, by going to a Place 
where all were his Enemies : That by this 
inconfidcratc Aftion, the Hopes of the Nobi- 
D4 lity. 
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lity, as well as of the People, were utterly 
deftroy'd : That a fufficient Number A 
Gentlemen, who were as able to ferve hiix^ 
as they xvere willing to do it, or to facrifice 
their Lives for his Sake, only waited for his 
Confent to declare themfelves in his Favour : 
That now was the very Crifis of his Fate, 
and that he muft this Inftant refolve to be 
Cafar or nothing : That the Bufinefs would 
admit of no longer Delay, l^ft the Secret be- 
ing divulgM, their Defigns (hou}|d prove a- 
bprtive. The Duke, convinced of thp Truth 
of what was faid to him, told him that he 
was of his Mind, and that he might afifure 
his Friends, that as foon as their Plot (hould 
be ripe, he would put himfelf at the Head 
of them. ; 

This' Conference ended, Mendoza immedi- 
ately returned Home, for fear of being ,fiif-, 
pefied, and wrote to fome of the Confpira- 
tors that he had been hunting: " We had 
** almoft, continued he^ loft our Game in the 
" Purfuit, but at laft the Day prov'd a Day 
*? of good Sport/' Some few Days after Afeii- 
do%;a return'd to Usbon^ and acquainted ^into 
that his Mafter wanted him, \ji\io fee out as 
foon as they had together drawn out a (horter 
Scheme to proceed ppbn-, Coming to ViUa^ 
vicioja^ the firft thing he acquainted the Duke 
with, was the Difference which had lately hap- 
pened at the Court of Usbon^ the Vice-Queen 
loudly complaining of the haughty Pride and 
Infolence of VafcvnceBos ; nor could flie any 
longer bear that all Bufinefs (hould be trani^ 
afted by him, wbilft the enjoy 'd an empty 
■'^itle, without any the leaft Authority, 
, What 
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^^hat made her CoropUints the jufter, was, 
'chat (he was really a deferving Princefs, and 
capable of difcharging the Truft which was 
committed to her Secretary. But it was the 
Greatnefs of her Genius, and her other ex- 
traordinary Deferts, which made the Court 
of Spain unwilling to let her have a greater 
Share in the Government. Pinto obfery*d, 
that this Difference could never have hap- 
pened in a better Time, feeing that the Mi- 
nifiers of Spain being taken up with this Ba- 
finefs, would not be at I-eifure to pry into 
his Adions, or to obferve the Steps he (hould 
take. 

The Duke of Braganza, fince Mendoza's 
Departure, was fallen into his wonted Irre- 
folution, and the nearer the BuHnefs came to 
a Crifis, the more he dreaded the Event : 
Pinto made ufe of all his Rhetorick to excite 
his Matter's Courage, and to draw him into 
his former Refolution. Nay, to his Perfua- 
fions he add^d Threatnipgs; be told him, in 
fpite of himfelf,' the ConfpiraFojrs would pro- 
claim him King, and )vhat gangers muft he 
run then, when the Crown (hould be fix*d 
upon his Head, at a Time when, only for 
want of neceffary Preparation, he was not 
capable of. prefervjng it. The Dutchefs join*d 
, with this faithful Servant, and convinc d the 
Duke of the Bafenefs of preferring Life to 
Honour : He, charmed with her Courage, 
yet afham'd to fee it greater than his own, 
yielded to their Perfuafions. 

Mean while, the Gentleman whom he |iad 
fent to Madrid^ wrote daily, to Igt hypl^now, 
f hat he could no longer defer his Journey on 

any 
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any Pretence whatfoever, and that Oli'varez, 
rcfus'd to hear the Excufes which he would 
have made. The Duke, to gain a little lon- 
ger Time, order'd the Gentleman to acquainc 
the Spanijh Minifter, that he had long fincc 
been at Madrid^ had he had Money enough 
to defray the Expence of his Journey,* and to 
appear at Court in a manner fuitable to his 
Quality : That as foon as he could receive a 
fufEcient Sum, he would immediately fet out. 

This Bufinefs difpatch'd, he confulted 
with the Dutchefs and Pinto about the pro* 
pereft Means of executing their Defign : Se- 
veral were proposed, but at latt this was 
agreed upon. That the Plot . muft break out 
at Lisbotiy whofe Example might l)ave a goo4 
Effeft upon the other Towns and Cities of 
the Kingdom : That the fame Day wherein 
he was proclaimed King in the Metropolis, 
he Ihould be alfo proclaimed in every Place 
which was under his Dependance ,• nay, in 
every Borough and Village, of which any of 
the Confpirators were the leading Men, they 
Jhould raife the People, fo that one Half of 
the Kingdom being up, the other, of coorfe 
would fall into their Meafures, and the few 
remaining Spaniards would not know on 
which Side to turn their Arms. His own 
Regiment he (hnuld quarter in Ehas^ whofe 
Governor was wholly in his Intereft. That 
as for the manner ot their making them- 
felves Matters of Lisbon^ Time and Op- 
portunity would be their beft Counfellors ; 
however, the Duke's Opinion was, tjiat 
they (hould feize the Palace in the firft 
Place, fo that by fecuring the yice-Queen, 

' and 
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and the' Spamards of Nocei they would be 
like fo many Hoftages in their Hands, for the 
Behaviour of the Govemour and Garrilbn of 
the Citadel> who otherwife might very much 
aimoy them, when they i^ere Mafters of the 
Town. After this, the Doke having alTur'd 
PintQ^ that notwithftanding any Change o^ 
Fortune, he (hould fiill have the fame Place 
in his Afiedion ; he fent him to JJshon with 
two Letters of Truft, one for Abneida^ the 
other for Menio%/i ; wherein be conjur'd then^ 
to continue faithful to their Promiies, and 
refolutely and coqrageoufly to jSinilh what 
they had be^an. 

As foon as he arrived at liskn. he deli- 
verM his Letters to Almeida and MendoTLO, 
who inftantly fent for Lemds and Qtreo, wliom 
Pi9it0 had long fince engaged in the Intereft of 
his Mafier. Thefe were two rich Citizens^ 
who had goae through all the Offices of the 
City, and had the People of it very much at 
their Command ; as they fiiil carry 'd oo their 
Trade, tbeie were a vaft Number of poor 
people daily employed by them, and whofe 
Hatred to the Sfaniards they had Hiil taken 
Care to tncreafe, by infinaating that there 
were new Taxes to be laid upon feveral 
Things at the Beginning of the next Yean 
When they obferv a any one of a fiery Tem- 
per, they would take care to difcharge him, 
on Pretence that the Cafiilians had utterly 
ruinM ^^ Trade, and that they were no 
longer able to employ them ; but their Aim 
was to reduce them to Poverty and Wane, 
inCbmnch that Necef&ty (hould oblige them 
to revolt ; £at ftiU wpuld they extend their 

: ^_ -•: - - Charity 
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Charity towards them^ that they might al- 
ways have them at their Service. Befides 
this, they had engag'd fome of the ableft 
Merchants and Tradefmcn in every Part of 
Lisbon^ and promised, that if the Confpirators 
would give them Warning over Night of the 
Hour they intended to rife, puiiftually at 
that Time they would have Half the City up 
in Arms. 

Pinto being thus fure of the Citizens, 
tum'd his Thoughts to the other Confpira- 
tors : He advis'd them to be ready for the 
Execution of their Plot upon the firft Notice 
given them ; that mean while he would hare 
them pretend they had fome private Quarrel, 
and engage their Friends to affift them, for 
many, he obferv'd, were not fit to be cn- 
trufted with fo important a Secret, and o- 
thers could not in cold Blood, behold the 
Dangers they muftgo through, and yet both 
Be very ferviceable when Matters were ripe, 
and only their Swords wanted. 

Finding every Body firm in their Refolu- 
tions, and impatient to revenge themfelves 
upon the Spaniards^ he conferred with Almei^ 
da, Mendoz^y Almaday and MeOo^ who fix'd 
Dec. li upon Saturday^ the firft of December^ for the 
1^40. great, the important Day : Notice was im- 
mediately given to the Duke of Bragaaza, 
that he might caafe himfelf to be proclaimed 
King the flme Day in the Province of AUn-^ 
tejo, moft Part of which belonged to him. 
After which, they agreed upon meeting once 
more before the Time. 

On the Twenty-fifth of November^ ac- 
cording to their Agreement, they met ac 

Braganza^' 
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JSraganza- Houfe^ whtrt muftering their For- 

oes, chey found that they could depend upon 

about One Hundred and Fifty Gentlemen, 

^moft of them Heads of Families) with their 

Servants and Tenants, and about Two Hun- 

<3red ^ubftantial Citizens^ who could bring 

ivith them a confiderable Number of inferior 

"Workmen. 

VafconceUos Death was unanimoufly refolv*d 
on, as a juft Vidim, and which would be 
grateful to the People. Some urg d, thac the 
Archbifliop of Braga deferv^d the fame Fate, 
efpecially confidering the Strength of his Ge- 
nius, and the Greatnefs of his Courage ; for 
it was not to be fuppos'd that he would be 
an idle Looker-on, but would probably be 
tMXt dangerous than the Secretary himfetf 
could be, by raifing all the Spaniards who 
were in Lishn, with their Creatures ; and 
that whilft they were bufy in making them- 
feives Matters of the Palace, be^ at the Head 
of his People, might fling himfelf into the 
Citadel, or come to the Affiftance of the 
Vice-Queen, to whofe Service he was en- 
tirely devoted ; and that at fuch a Time as 
this, pity was unfeafonable, and Mercy dan- 
gerous. 

Thefe Confiderations made the greateft 
Part of the Affembly confent to the Prelate's 
JDeath ; and he had (harM VafconceUo\ Fate, 
had not * Don Miguel i Almeida interpos'd. 
t[e reprefented to the Confpirators, that the 
Death of a Man of the Prelate's Charader 
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and Station,' would make them odious to the 
People; that it would infallibly draw 'the 
Hatred of the Clergy, and of the Inquifirion 
in particular, (a People who at thi^ JunSure 
were to be dreaded) upon the Dulce of Bra-- 
ganza, to whom they would not only give 
the Names of Tyrant and Ufurper, but 
ivhom they would alfo excommunicate ; that 
the Prince himfelf would be fbrely gricv'd to 
Jiave the Day ftainM with fo cruel an Afti- 
cn i that he himfelf would engage to watch 
him fb clofely on that Day, that he fiioold 
not have an Opportunity of doing any thing 
which might be prejudicial to the common 
Caufe. In fhort, he urg'd fo many Things 
in his Behalf, that the Prelate's Life was gran- 
ted, the Affembly not being able to deny any 
Thing to fo worthy an Advocate. 

Nothing now remained, but to regulate the 
Order of the March and Attack, which was 
agreed upon in this manner : They fiioald 
divide into four Companies, whidi (hould 
enter the Palace by four different Ways ; fo 
that all the Avenues to it being ftopt, the 
Spaniards might have no Communication writfa, 
or be able to affift one another: That Don 
Mguel / Almeida^ with his, (hould faH on tiie 
German Guard/ at the Entrance of the Pa- 
lace : That MsUoy Lord Ranger^ his Brother, 
and Don Efieyan a AcMgna^ (hould attacfk the 
Guard, which was always fet at a Place 
caird the Fort : That -the Lord-Chamber- 
lain Emanuel Sua, 7eiBo de Menezes, and PintOy 
ihonhd enter Vt^mtcelh's Apftrtment, whom 
they muft immediately difpatch : That Pon^^ 
Antonio / Almada^ Mendoza^ Don CarJos iVb- 

rogna^' 
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rcgna, and Antonio Salfaigni^ fliould feize the 
Vice- Queen, and the Spaniards which were 
with her, to ferve for Hoftages, in Cafe of 
Need. Mean while, fome of the Gentlemen, 
with a few of the tnoft reputable Citizens, 
Ihould proclaim Don John^ Duke of Bragan-^ 
%a^ King of Portugal^ throughout the City; 
and that the People being rais'd by their Ac- 
damatiohs, they Ihould make ufe of them 
to aflGffl, wherever they found any Oppofi- 
tion. After this, they refolv'd to meet oft 
the firft of Decemher in the Morning, fome at 
Abneidas^ fome at Almada\ and the reft at 
Mendorjis Houfe, where every Man fliould be 
furnifli'd with neceflary Artlis. 

While tbefe things were tranfaftlng at Lif' 
hon^ and that the Duke's Friends were ufing 
all their Endeavours for his Re-eftablifhment, 
he received an Exprefs from Oli'vareZj (who 
grew very jealous of his Conduft) with po- 
fitive Orders to come immediately to Madrid; 
and that he might have nothing to colour his 
Delay, he remitted him a Bill upon the Royal 
Treafury for Ten Thou&nd Ducats. 

The Commands laid upon him were fo 
plain and pofitive, that the Duke could not 
put off his Journey without juftly increafing 
his Sufpicion. He plainly forefaw, that if 
he did not obey thole Orders; the Court of 
Madrid would take fome fuch Meafures as 
m^ht prove fatal to him, and wholly deftroy 
chejr Projeftion ; he would not therefore re- 
fufe to obey, but made Part of his HouftioFd 
immediately fet out, and take the Madrid 
Road. In the Prefence of the Courier, he 
gave feveral Orders relating to the Condufl: 

of 



4^8 The Revolution 

of thofe he lefp his Deputy-Go vernours, 
in all kefpeds behav'd himfelf like a I 
who was going a long Journey. He 
patched a Gentleman to the Vice-Queen, 
give her Notice of his Departure, and w 
to Qlivarez,, that he would at be Madri 
ejglit Days Time at fartheft ; and that 
ixiighc engage the Courier to report all tl 
Things/ he made him a confiderable Pre£ 
under Pretence of rewarding him for his 
peditious Hafte, in bringing him Letters fi 
the King, and his Rrft Minifters. At 
fanae time he let the Confpirators know w 
new Orders he had received frdm Court, i 
they miglit fee the Danger of deferring 
Execution of their Defign ; but they w 
fcarce in a Capacity of aififting him, an . 
cident haying bappenM, whicli: had aln 
broken all their Meafures. 

The^re was at Lisbon a Nobleman, i 
on all Occafibns had (hewn an immortal I 
tred to the Spanifh Government ; h6 ne 
called them any thing but Tyrants and U£ 
pers, and would openly rail at their un 
Proceedings, But nothing anger'd him m 
than the Expedition of Catalonia : D' Alm< 
having taken Care to fall often into' hiis Co 
pany, thought there was not a truer-hean 
Portuguefe in the whole Kingdom, and that 
one would more ftrenuoufly labour for tl 
Liberty. But oh Heaven I ho«r gr^at \ 
bis Surprize ! when having taken hun afi 
and difcover*d the whole Confpiracy to h 
this bafe, this cowardly Wretch, whofe wh 
Courage was plac'd in his Tongue, refu 
to have any Hand in the Bufinefs, or to < 

g2 
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gage himfclf with the Confpirators, pretend-^ 
ing tHat their Plot had no folid ^oundatioo : 
Bold and adventrous where no Danger was^ 
but fearful and daunted as foon as it appeared. 
** Have you^faid he tfi Almada, Forces enough 
^* to undertake fo great a thing? Where is 
'^ your Ariny to oppofe the Troops of Spaiti, 
" who lipon the nrft News of the Revolt 
" will enter the Kingdom ? What Grandees 
" have you at your Head ? Can they furniffit 
** you with Money fufficienc to defray thi 
** Expence of a Civil War? I fear;* conti-* 
** nued he, that inftead of re(^6nging your- 
** felves on the Spaniards, and freeing Portu^ 
** gat from Sfavery, you i*ill utterly rum ir, 
" by giving the Spaniards a fpecious Pretence 
** for doing what they have been fo long 
f* endeavouring at/' 

D' Almada, who expefted nothing lefs than 
iuch an Anfwer, and being very much trou- 
bled at his having entrufted the Secf-ec to a 
Man, who in all probability ivould betray it, 
without replying drew his Sword, and com- 
ing up to the other, his Eyes fparklirig with 
Rage ; " Bafe Wretch, /aid he, by thy de- 
*"^ ceitful Wordi thou haft drawn a Secrdt 
*^ from me, with which thou muft take my 
*' Life, or by the Lofs of thine a.tone for thy 
" Treachery/' The other, t^ho had always 
thought it fafeft to avoid the neareft Danger, 
at the fight of d^Almadas naked Sword, 
promised to do any thing. He offered to figtx 
the Confpiracy, and found weighty Reafcns 
to deftroy his former Objeftions ; he fwore 
that he would bury the Secret in his Heart, 
and endeavour'd all he could to pcrfuade 
E Almada ; 
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Alntfldaj that it ^as neither want of Coun 
dr Hatred to the Spaniards^ which had 
firft made him averfe to what he had p 
posM. 

Notwichftanding his Oaths and Promi 
/ Almada eoald not be thoroughly fatisfy'i 
this Man's Fidelity ; he took Care,' with 
lofing Sight of hitp, to let the others kr 
what had happcn'ld. A general Conftet 
tion immediately fpread icfelf amongft th 
and they feard, that the Frofpeft of 
Danger which he muftflia're, or the Hope 
a Reward, would make this Wretch bet 
them. Upon this, they refolv'd to defer 
Execution of their Projcft, and forcM P 
to write to his Mafter, to, put oi his bd 
proclaimed in hisCountry^ \\VL he (hould h 
lurcher from them. But Pintu^ who kr 
how dangerous it wasi to defer fuch a Thi 
tho' but for a Bay, at the fame time fent 1 
another Letter, in which he defir^ him 
take no Notice of his firft, feeing that it \ 
only the Effed of a- pianick Fear, iJtfhich I 
feiz'd the Confpirators, and which would 
civer long before the Ex^jrefs arrived. 
. Nor was this crafty Man at all d^ceiv^ 
for the next t)ay finding every thing ftill t 
quiet, and the Perfon who caused the Alai 
making frclh Promifes of Secrecy, they a 
eluded that either h^ had arm d his M; 
with a generous Rdfolation of affifting th< 
6r was afraid of impeaching fo many Perf< 
of Quality ; and therefore they determii 
to proceed to Execution on the appoini 
Day. But another Adventure happen d, wh 
difquieted them as much as the former. 
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! There were, always in the Palace ft vera! of 
fhe Confpirators, walking up and dowo like 
Courtiers out of Place, whofe Bufinefs it was 
to obierve what was done within ; but on 
the Evening of the laft of JStovmier, they, 
catne iri a Fright tp their Companions, to teU 
them that yaJmceBos, (by whofe Death they 
^ere to begin the roightx Work) was juft 
^ne on board a Yacht, and had crofs'd the 
Tafus. Whp but Con&irators wpnld have 
taken Notice of fo indifferent a Thing ? Fof 
f th<Mif9nd Reafbnsy in which they were noe 
concern d, might have made him go on the 
pther Side of the Water j but they immediate- 
ly concluded, that this artful Statefinan, who 
had always his Spies ainroad, had difcover'df 
thdr Plot, vid was about to bring iQto Ufr- , 
0M>:thoi(e&>ldiers which irefe qoarter'd in 
the ViUages on the otl^r Side ot the River.. 
P^tlv Jn its moft ghaftly Shape, appeared td 
them, and they fancy'd that tjiey already felt 
the cruelleft, Torments which could be in- 
lifted. , Some were refolving to fly into 4fri-' 
ca, othcw intQ England ; and all of them' 
Ipent the firft Part of the Night m the greats 
eft pifqtiiet imaginajl)le, between the Hopes 
of Life, and. Fear of Death. But about the 
middle of the Njght their Apprehicnfions va-. 
nifh d ; for. fome who had been faiintring 
about the »Port, to endeavour to difcpvier the 
Secretary's Defi^o, iame and brought them 
the welcome News, that Vafconceths had been 
only diverting himfelf upon the Watex:, and 
that he was return'd, with the Mufick play- 
ing before him. , A fudden Joy fuoceeded to 
their Grief, and about an Hoar after, being' 
E 3 inforni'd' 
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informed thac every thing was quiet in the 
Palace, and every body bury*d in a profound 
Sleep, they returnM home to enjoy a little 
Reft, that they might be fitter for the Morn- 
ing's Work. 

It was very late, or rather very early, 
when they parted, and within fome few Hours 
of their appointed tin-d, and yet an Accident 
happened within thofe few Hours, which bad 
almoft betray'd 'them ,• fo dangerous and un- 
certain are £nterprizes of this Nature, wbilft 
there are Men, whom Hopes of Gain, or Fear 
of Puniftiment, can work upon to betray their 
Fellows. Don George Meffo, Brother to the 
Lord Ranger^ lodg'd at a Relation's Houfe, 
in the furtheft Suburbs of Lisbon. This Gen- 
tleman thought, that now the time was come 
in which the Confpiracy would break our, 
and there was no neceffity of hiding it any 
longer from this Relation, whom he badRea- 
fon to believe was his Friend, as alfo one thac 
itiight bt ferviceable to them, and who other- 
wife would for ever reproach him with having 
diftrufted hitn as one hot true to the Intercft of 
his Country. Wherefore as foon as he came 
home, he went into his Chamber, and there re- 
veal'd the Secret, defiring him to join in the 
Enterprize with fo many Perfons of Quality, 
and to behave himfelf as a Pertuguefe ought to 
do upon fuch an occafion. The other, furpriz'd 
at the Strangenefs of this N^yjrs, affefted a 
feemifig Joy for the approaching Liberty of 
his Country, thank'd Mello for the Confi- 
dence he repos'd in him, and affurM hitn^ 
that he accounted himfelf happy in hating an 

oppor- 
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opprtunicy of expofing his life in fo juft and 
glorious a Caufe. ^^\\; 

Upon this Milh retir'd to'fhis Chamber, 
to lay himfelf . down to fleep, ^^ fcarce was 
he got chicher, when he begaq/£sriouQy to 
refled upon what he had been doing, and 
could not but think himfelf guilty of a very 
inconfiderate Adion, in putting the Live9 of 
fo many Perfons of Quality in the Power of 
One, of whofe Principles he was not over- 
well alTur'd ; then began he to fancy, that 
he had obferv'd fomething of Fear in the 
0)untenance of the Perfon, at the time when 
he was advifing him to fiiare the Danger o£ 
the Undertaking. 

Full of the^ Reflexions, he could not 
l^y him down to reft, but was walking in. 
great Diforder about his Chamber, when he 
thopght he over-heard a kind of whifpering 
Noife. Opening his .Window foftly, to fee 
if any Body was in the Street, he could per- 
ceive a Servant holding his Relation's Horfe, 
and himfelf ready to mount. Enrag*d at 
this, he fnatch'd his Sword, and haftening 
down Stairs, feiz'd his Kinfman, and ask a 
him \ybitber he was going at this unfeafon- 
able timp. The other ivould have forg'd an 
E^cufe, and was hammering out a Lye, but 
intelk holding. his Point to his Breaft, threat 
ten'd to kin him, if he did not immediately 
go in again ; then ordered he the Keys of 
the Houfe to be brought him, , and having 
faften'd all the Doors himfelf, he retir'd with 
his Kinfman, nor would he loft Sight of him 
till it was time to go to the Rendevoujt, iq 
^hich he carried him. 

E 3 B« 
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But now the Morning dawn'd, that i 
to decide whether the Duke of Brdgoi 
fliould be the King and Deliverer of hisCoi 
try, or be accounted a Rebel and Traitor. 

Betinies in the Morning thp Cbnfpira:t 
met at the appointed Places, where they w^ 
to be fumilh^d with Arms. They all t 
pear'd with fo much Refolutipn and Cc 
tage, that they rather ieem-d marching tc 
certain Vidory, than to an uncertain Enn 
prize. But what ii very much ta be admi: 
at, is, that ampngft fuph a Number of ^ 
bility, Gentry, Citizens, nay, Priefts, not c 
ihould falfify his Word, or break his ?1 
hiife, tho' their Interefts in the Event w< 
i^ery different ; but they all feem'd as imp 
tient for the important Moment, as if ea 
there had been the Contriver of the Schen 
or at the Head of the Enterprize ; or rath< 
as if the Crown was to have been the R 
ward of each individual Man^s Labour. S 
yeral Lkdies alfo made themfelves famous < 
that Day. But ' the noble Behaviour of Don 
Philippa de ViOenes ought never to be fo 

gotten^ who with her own Hands arm'd bo 
er Sons; and giving them their Swore 
*^ Go, my Children, Jaid Jbe^ put an End 
^' a Tyrants Power, revenge yourfelves i 
^ your Enemies, ifree yourCountry^ and I 
^* affuir'di that if Succpfe docs not crow 
*' yourtJndertaking, your Mother never w 
** live t6 fee the cruel Fate of fo many brai 
" and defervirig Patriots.'* 

' Everyone being arm'd, they made the be 
of their Way towards the Palace, moft < 

■:.' ^ ''-: ^ ■-''■' the 
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them in Litters, that they might conceal their 
Number and theif-Arms. There they divi- 
ded into four Companies, and wait^ with 
impatience 'till the Palace-Clock ftnick Eight ; 
that, and the firing of a Piftol, being the ap- 
pointed Signal. Never did Time feem fo 
long J they fear*d that their being at that 
Place fo early, and in fuch a Number, might 
make the Secretary jealous of their Defign : 
But at laft the long-expefted Hour ftmck, 
tad Pinto firing a Piftd, they rulh'd forward 
to execute their bold Defign. 

Don Mguel i Aimtiiay with thofe that ac- 
company'dhim, fell upon the <?«maii Guard, 
who were fo far from expefting any Attack, 
that they were fitting very carelefly, few of 
them hainng their Arms in Hand ; fo that - 
they were cut to Pieces, without i^jpe ma- 
king any Refiftanee. 

The Lord Kottier^ with his Brodwr Afew, 
and Don ^^euan £ Jcugna, fell on the Spar 
mards, who kpt Guard at a Place before the 
Palace, caU'd the Fort. Thefis Nobles, fol- 
lowed by raoft of the Citizens who were en- 
gaged in the Confpiracy, fell upon the Cafti- 
tiam Sword in Hand, and fought moft refo- 
lixtely ; but no one behav d himfelf morp 
bravely than one of the City Priefts : This 
Reverend Man, with a Crucifix !n one Hand, 
and a Sword in the other, appear d at the 
Head of his Party, and encouragd the Peo- 
ple, both by his Words and his Example, t^ 
cat their Enemies in Pieces. The SpamOrdt 
aw'd at the Sight of fo religious an Objeft, 
neither durft offend him, nor defend th«n- 
felvcs. but fled before him. In fliort, after 

E 4 fot"* 
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fomc fraall Refiftance, the Officer of i 
Guard; willing to fave his own Life^ v 
forc'd to cry out with the reft, Long live 
Duke of Braganza, King of Portugal ! 

Pinto having fprc'd his way into the I 
lace, march'd at the Head of thofe, who w< 
to enter VafconceUos\ Apartmentj fo undaai 
edly, and with fo little Concern, that me< 
ing with an Acquaintance, who, furpris 
and frighted, askd him, whither he was g 
ing with fuch a Number of arm'd Men, ai 
what they defign'd to do; " Nothing, /^ 
** he fmilittg, but change our Mafter, rid y< 
^* of a Tyrant, and give Portugql their righ 
r ful King/' 

Entring the Secretary's Apartment, tl 
firft Pcrfon they met with was the * Cii 
Corregidor; who, thinking that the Noife I 
heard proceeded from fome private Quarre 
would have interposed his Authority, bt 
hearing a Cry of Long live the Duke qf Bn 
ganza, &c, thought he was in Honour oblig' 
to cry out Long live tie lUng of Spain an 
Portugal: but he loft his Life for his il 
tim'd Loyalty, one of the Confpirators ini 
mediately (hooting him thro' the Head. 

Antonio Correa^ firft Clerk of the Secretary' 
Office, ran out to know the Occafion of thi 
Tumult. This was the Man who was em 
ploy'd in oppreffing the People, and who, af 
ter the Example of his Mafter, treated th 
Nobility of the Kingdom with Scorn an^ 
Contempt ; therefore as foon as he appear'd 
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Pon Antonio de Menezes plungM his Sword 
into his Bofom. Biit the Blow not end- 
ing either his Life or Pride, and think- 
ing that, they had miftaken him, life turned 
towards Menezes, his Eyes fpiarkling with 
Rage and Indignation, and, in a paflio- 
riate manner, cry'd out. Villain^ darefi thou 
firth me? But Menezes^ without anfwering, 
redoubled his Blows ; and the other, havipg 
received four or five Stabs, fell down : How- 
ever, none of the Wounds prov'd mortal, 
and he efcap'd at that time, to lofe .his Life 
afterwards in an ignominious Manner, by 
the ^ands of the common Hangman. 

T|iis Bufinefs had ftop'd the Confpirators, 
but as foon as Coma fell, they ^ all ru(h'd 
forwards towards VafconceSos^s Apartment. 
There was wjth him, at that Time, Don 
ijorcez PaBeia, a Captain of Foot ; who fee- 
ing fo many armM Men, immediately con- 
cluded, that their Defign was to butcher the 
Secretary. And although he was under no 
manner of Obligation to that Minifter, yet 
he thought himfelf in Honour obliged to lend 
him what Affiftance he could; wherefore 
jftanjding at the Doori with his Sword in 
hand, he barr'd that PaflTage: but one of 
the Confpirators running him thro' the Arm, 
and feveral, who were unwilling to give him 
fair Play, prcffing forward, he was glad to 
make his Efcape, by leaping out of a Win- 
dow. 

Upon this all the Company, that was with 
Pinto^ cncer'd the Chamber at once, and 
fought VafconceUos i they over-tum'd the Bed 

and 
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and Tables, broke open the Trunks, and 
ry one was defirous of givit^ him the 
Blow ; yet, fpite of their Endeavour, 
could Oft find him, and they began to 
chat he had made his Efcape : But a 
dn old Maid-Servant being threatened 
Death, unlefs ffie would tell where 
Matter was, and feeing the uplifted Sw^ 
pointed to a Prefs which was madjs wi 
the Wall, and in which they found the 
cretary bury'd under a Heap of Papers. 

So great was his Fear of Death, whic| 
faw furrounding him on every Side, tha, 
prevented his Speech. Don Rodfrigo de ^ 
Lord Chamberlain, was the Man who ki 
him, by fhooting him through the I^ 
with aPiftoI- alter which, feveral of 
Confpirators ftabb'd hiip, then threw I 
out of the Window, crying, Libmy ! Li\ 
ty ! The Tyrant is dead ! Long live Den Jd 
King of Portugal 1 

The Noife which all this had made, !i 
drawn a vaft Number of People to the Pahi 
Court, Who feeing the Secretary's Body chroi 
out, Ihouted in a moft joyful manner; th 
irulhing upon the Carcafe, they mangled 
every one being eager to give him a St^ 
thinking that, through his Sides, they woun 
ed Tyranny. 

Thus parifli-d Miguel Vafcomettos^ a Port 
guefe hy Birth, but by Inclination a %«/Viy 
and an Enemy to his Country. He had t 
excellent Genius for Bufinefe, was craft 
politick, nor could any Man apply himfe 
defer to it than he did. He was always ii 

ventin 
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vrating new Ways o^ extorting Money fjrom 
the People, uns unmerciful, inexorable, and 
cmel, withouc the leaft Regard to Friend ot 
tlelacion ; fo fix^d, that after he had taken 
k Refolution, no one coul4 byafs his Tem- 
per; and fo harden d, chat he never kneyif 
what the Stings of Confcience were. He 
had a Sdbl that was not capable of relifhing 
any Pleafure, but that of hoarding up Mo-" 
ney ; fo that he left vaft Sums behind him. 
Part of which the People plundered, being 
willing to repay themfelves, in fome Mea- 
fure, that which had been extorted from ^ i 
them. 

Pimo, without Lpfs of Time, march'd di* 
redly to join the other Confpirators, who 
were to make themfelves Matters of the Pa- 
lace, and to feize the Vice-Queen j he found 
that the Bnfinefs was already done, and that 
Succefs had every where crown'd their Un- 
dertakings, Thofe who were appointed for 
khat Expedition, came dircftly up to her 
Chamber, and the furious Mob, who fol- 
low*4 them, threatning tq fet her Apart- 
ment on Fire, if the Qoor was not imme- 
diately openVl ; the Vice-Qiieen thinking 
by her Prefence to pacify the Hobility, and 
awe the People, came out, attended by her 
Maids of Honour, and the Arc^bilhop of 
Braga ; and addrefling herfelf to the chief 
Confpirators, •^ I own, Gentlemen, faiJJbe, 
** that tlie Secretary juftly deferv d your 
^ Hatred and Indignatiion ; his Cruelty an4 
'• his haughty Inlolence were intolerable, 
^ nor can his Death be charged upon you 

w^ as 
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** ^ Crioie, fince you have only deli v 
•' yourfelves from aiJ oppreffing Minifter ; 
** pannot his Blood latisfy you? Or v 
^' other Viaim would you facrifice to y 
" Refentment ? Think ferioufly, that al 
^^ his illegal Conduft may excufe this Ini 
" region, yet fliould you any longer coj 

^^Vnue in Arms, Rebellion will be laid 
" your Doors, and you will put it out of 
** Power to make your Peace with 
"King/* 

Don Antonio de Menezes anfwer d, and 
fur'd her, " That fo many Perfons of Q{ 
*' lity had not taken up Arms to murder 
** Wretch, who ought to have loft his L 
** by the Hands of the common Hangma 

• " but that their Defign was to reftore t 
*^ Crown to the Duke of Braganzui, to whc 
** it lawfully belonged, and which the Kii 
'^ of S^ain had unjuftly ufurp'd; and th 
^* fh^y were all ready to iacrifice their Liv 
** in fo glorious a Caufe '*. She was abo 
to reply, and to interpofe the King's Ai 
thority; but ^4int^da^ who feard th 
filch a Speech might have a dangerous Efte 
upoti the People, or at leaft cool their Coi 
rages, interrupted her, faying, " That Poi 
*^ tugal acknowledged no other King but tt 
** Duke of BraganzsU '*. Upon which the Pec 
pie (houted again, crying, Long live D( 
John, King of Portugal. 

Tie Vice-Queen believing that her Pre 
fence might be of, fervice in the City, ani 
have a good t&6t upon the People ever 
where, wh^re the Confpirators were not pre 

lenc 
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£ent, was going in hafte down Stairs, but 
Don Carlos Norogna ftot)p'd her, defiring that 
flic would retire to her own Apartment, af- 
furing her that (he (hould be treated with 
as much Refpeft as if (he ftill had the fu* 
preme Coitimaiid in the Kingdom ; but told 
her that it Would be dangerous for fo great 
a Princefs to expofe herfelf to the Infults of 
a fulrious People, who were jealous of theit 
Liberties^ and cnflam'd with Third of Re- 
venge. The Queen eafily underfl:ood the 
Meaning of his Words, and found that the 
was their Prifoner. Enrag'd at this, ** And 
" what can the People do to me"? crydjhe. 
" Nothing, * Madam, refl^i Norogna in A 
•* Pafjion, but flinc your Highnefs out of the 
V Windoifr/^ ^ ^ . ." 

The ArchbittiDp 6f Sraga hearing this Att- 
fwer, greiif furious, attd.fnatchihg aSword 
•from one of the Soldiers who ftobd next him, 
he flew towards Norogna^ refolving to revenge 
the Vice-Queen, and had certainly met with 
Deaths the juft Reward of his Ra(hnefs, 
had not Don Mguel Jt Almeida laid hold o£ 
him, and embracing him, begg'd him to cpnr 
fider what Danjger he. expos'd himfelf to, 
telling him that he was already hated enough 
by the Confpirators ; nor had he found it an 
cafy Task to obtain a Prbmife of them that 
they would fpare his Life, why then would 
he urge them by an Afiion, which would not 
only be unprofitable to hisCaufe, but which 
alfo fo highly misbecame his Charader. The 
Prelate, convinced of the Truth of what his 
Friend faid, was oblig'd to di(remble his 

Anger; 
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Anger ; howcirer, be hoped that lie Ch 
meet with fome favourable Qpportunit; 
revenging himfelf on l^orogna^ and d 
Something for the Service of Spain, to w 
Intereft he was entirely deyoted. , . 

The reft of tht Spaniards who were in 
Palace, were made Prifbners by the oi 
Cpnfpirators t Amongft thefe, were the ^< 
duifs of Puetldf Major-Domo to the V 
Queeo^ and elder Brother to the Marq 
dfi Legann^; Don Diddco Cardenas^ Liei 
naliit-General of the Cavalry ; Don Ferdin 
4e Cafiro^ Comptroller of the Navy-Offi 
i3ie Marquifs de Baynem, an baUan^ Cen 
man-Uflner to the Yice-Queen ; with fc 
Sea-Officers, yrho lay on Shore, and wh 
Ships were in the iflarboun AU this i 
done as regularly and 4^ietly, as if tt 
had been t^ken up by an Order from i 
King of Sfain^ lia Body ftirring to their I 
^Rance^ ^nd thjfiy not being able to d'efe 
theinfelves, moft of them having been fei^ 
in their Beds. 

This done, DonAnionio deSalfaigni^ foUo\^ 
by a Crowd of Friends, and an innumerat 
Multitude of People, Went ujp into the Hs 
where the Court, of Juftice was then ^ttin 
and in an elegant Speech laid biefore them tj 
prefent Happineis of Portu^aty who had r 
ftor'd their own lawful King ; h6 told thei 
that Tyranny was now no more, gnd that tj 
Laws, which had been long flighced ^nd ne( 
lefted, (hould henceforward take their regul 
Courfe. This Speech was applauded t)y th 
f^holfe Court, and they chang'd the Tide c 

thei 
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their Decrees, which ^tfaey no longer made 
in the Ntmc of the King of Sfainj but in 
the Name of Don John^ King of Portugal. 

"^KxX^i Salfaigni was thus perfuading the 
high Court of Juftice to adhere to the Duke 
of BragariMS Intereft, Don Ga[lon Coutingm 
was taking out of Prifon thofe who had been 
thrown into it by the Cruelty of the Spanijb 
Minifter. Thefe unhappy Wretches, who 
had all along been perfuaded, that they 
fliould end their Lives in their difmal Dun- 
geons, unlefs taken out to be led to a cruel 
Death ; feeing themfetves now at liberty, 
and their Country in a fair way of being 
freed, and. refolving to' fuffer any thing, ra- 
ther than to return to their, dark Prifons, 
formM a Body no lefs formidable than that 
of the Confpirators, and who were as fully 
f efolv*d to fet the Diitke of Braganza on the 
Throne. 

But in the midft of this general Joy, Piato^ 
with the reft of the Leaders, were under 
great Apprehenfions: The Spaniards were yet 
Mafters of the Citadel, from whence they 
could eafily bum and deftroy the Town; 
befides which, the Port was open to the 
^anifi Fleet : therefore thinking thiat they 
had done nothing till they had taken that 
Place, they went up to the Vice-Queen, 
and defir'd her to (ign a Warrant to the Go- 
vemour, by virtue of .which he (hould be 
obliged to give them poiTef&on of the Ci- 
tadel. 

Shcj f^r from granting what they ask'd,* 
lipbraided them as Rebel$ and Traitors, and 

with* 
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with Indignation ask'd them. Whether 
had a mind to make her an Accomp 
But ^ Altnada^ who kne<v how dahgerc 
was to leave the Enemies any longer in 
Fort, and being provok'd at the. \ 
Queen's Denial, his Eyes fparkling 
Rage; . fwore violently, that if (he did 
fign the Warrant, lite rtrould forthwith 
every pnc of the Spaniards to Death, w 
they had taken in the Palace. 

Tht poor Princcfs, frightened with tl 
Threats,, and uhw^illing to l^e the Occa 
of the Death of fo many Perfons of QuaJ 
was* obliged to comply, thinking. at the f; 
time that the Govemour kneiv hili Duty 
well, / to obey an . Order, which he might 
affur'd wa^ (ign'd by^ Q)mpuMion ; but 
was very much miftaken in her Conj^fti 
for Don Lewis del Campo\ tbjS Spanifb Gov 
nour, was a Man of no Refolution at 
and feeing the Confpirators coming arm'd 
wards the Citadel, and all the People of i 
Town following them, who threatened 
cut him and his Garrifon in Pieces, unlefs 
immediately fufrender'd, was glad to fee i 
Warrant, and have fo feir an Excufe for I 
Cowardice; wherfeforehe immediately obej 
the Order, and gave up the Fort. 

Proud of having difpatch'd their Bufin 
fo happily, the Confpirators forthwith dep 
ted Mendosui^ and the Lord Ranger, to t 
Duke of Braganza, to acquaint him wi 
their Succefs, and affure him, that nothii 
was now wanting but the Prefence of the 
King, to compleat the Happinefs of his Sui 

No 
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Notwithftanding their Meflage, his Pre- 
fence was not equally coveted by every Body. 
The Grandees of the Kingdom could not fee 
him raised to the Throne, without being in- 
wardly jealous of his Fortune ; and thofe of 
the Nobility, who were not let into the Se- 
cret, refufed as yet to declare themfelves ; 
nay, fome went fo far as to afTure the Peo* -j 

pie, that the Duke would never approve of 
lb rafli an Adion, and whofe Confequence 
might be fo fatal to them alL Thofe who 
were in the Sfanifh Intereft, were in a ftrange 
Confternation, and did not dare fo much as 
ftir abroad, left they fliould be facrificed by 
the People, whofe Rage was not yet ap- 
pealed : In (hort, every Body feemed at an 
uncertainty, and waited impatiently for the 
Refolutions of the Duke of Braganza. 

But his Friends, who were better acquain* 
ted with his Intentions, ftill purfued what 
they had fo happily began, and affcmbled in 
the Palace, to give the nece(fary Orders. 
The Archbiftiop was unanimoufly chofen 
Frefident of the Council, and Lord-Lieute- 
nant of Portugal till the King's Arrival. He 
would at firft have refufed the Office, de- 
claring that his Opinion was, that they had 
more need of a good General at their Head, 
than of a Man of his Charafter. However, 
being preffed by the AlTembly to itccept the 
Place, he confenced to ir, on Condition that 
he might have the Archbi(hop of Braga for 
his Collegue; who, he faid, was well ac- 
quainted with the Bufinefs, and might be 
F very 
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very £erviceable to him during the King's 
AbrenoB. 

This cunning Prelate chofe his Brother 
Archbiihop fooner chan any other Man, well 
knowing jthat if he did accept it, he made 
hlmfelf M Accomplice in what he call'd Re- 
bellion, and ivould be accounted criminal by 
the Spani(b Miniiler: Befides which, he 
would have only had the Tide of one of the 
Lord- Lieutenants, without any Share of the 
Power. But if, on the other Hand, he re- 
fused it, be Ihould for ever put him out of 
the King's Favour, and make him odious to 
fill the People, who henceforwards would look 
en him as an open and profefs'd Enemy to 
his Country^ 

The Archbiihop of Braga was very fenfi- 
ble of. the Snare which was laid for him^ but 
fts he was wholly devoted to the Vice- 
Queen, and firm to the Spamjh Intereft, he 
(refiis'd having any thing to do with the Ad- 
jniniftration ; fo that the whole Burden of 
the publick Affairs fell upon tha Archbi0)op 
■oi Lisbon: toeafehim of part of which, they 
gave him for Affiftants Don Mgud ^Almei-^ 
da^ Pedro Mendoza, and Don Antonio JtAU 
viada. 

One of the firft Orders which the new 
Governour gave, was to fcize upon the'thre^e 
Sfanifl) Galloons which were then in the 
Harbour; upon which they arm'd a few 
.Barks, and in them went moft part of the 
Lisbon Youth> fo defirous were they of (hew- 
ing their Affedion to the King : but the 
.Galloons were taken without Refinance, the 
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Officers, and the greateft pare of the Ships 
Crew, having been feiz'd in the Morning 
alhore. , 

That very Evening Couriers were dif- 
patch'd to every Province, to exhort the Peo- 
ple to give Thanks for the Recovery of their 
Liberties, and the Reftoration of the Duke 
of Braganza ; with Orders at the fame time 
to all Governours of Towns, and other Ma-» 
giftrates, to have him proclaimed King o£ 
Portugal, and to take all the Spanidrdsy in 
their refpedive Diflrids, into Cuftody. 

And now they began to prepare every 
thing at Lisbon for the Reception of the new 
King, and the Archbilhop fent Word to . 
the late Vice-Queen, that (he would very 
xpuch oblige them, in leaving the Palace 
where fee was, for he thought the King 
would want her Apartment, and that he 
bad prepared every thing for her Reception 
at the Palace of Xahegas, which was at the 
farther end of the Town. This Princefs re- 
ceivid the Order with a fcornful Look, and 
without anfwering a Word, obey'd it. She 
went thro* the Street, but without the ufual 
Train of Courtiers and .Crowd of People ; 
there was only the Archbi(hop of Braga with 
her, who ftill gave her manifeft Tokens of 
his Refpeft, even now when he expos'd his 
Life by fo doing. 

Mean while the Duke of Bragauza conti- 
nued in the cruel State of Uncertainty, fome- 
times flattering hirofelt with the nioft plea- 
fing Ideas which a lively Hope can torm, 
and fometimes under the moft difraal Appre- 
F 2 heulio'ns 
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hcnfions which frightcn'd Fancy can fuggei^. 
The Diftance between Villa viciofa and Usbon 
being thirty Leagues, he could not knovt^ 
vhat pafsM in his Behalf fo foon as he could 
have wiAi'd. All that he knew was, thae 
oh this Day his Life and Fortune were ac 
ftake. He had at Brft refolved to have him- 
felf proclaimed at the fame time in all the 
Towns which were under* his Dependance % 
but his mind changed^ and he determined to 
wait for the News of what had pafTed aC 
liihn^ before he undertook any thing. There 
fiill remained the Kingdom of Algarva^ and 
the Citadel of Blvas^ to which he could re- 
tire, in cafe his Party at Usbon (hould fail ; 
nay, he thought he could clear himfelf of 
having any Hand in the Confpiracy> efpecially 
at a time when the Spaniards would be glad 
to believe him innocent. 

He had planted feveral Couriers on the 
Road to Liibon^ ^nd thereby expefted to have 
an Account of what had paifed betimes; but 
he had waited with Impatience all the Day, 
and the gfeateft part of the Night, without 
hearing any thing, and the next Morning 
was already near at Hand, when MeOo and 
MendozM, who had rode Poft from UshUy ar- 
rived. They threw themfclves ac the Duke's 
Feet, by which Adion, as well as by the Joy 
which appeared in their Faces, the Succels 
of their Undertaking might be better readj 
than it was poffible for them to exprefs. 

They were about to give him an exa6k 
Account of every Thing, but the Dnke, with- 
puc hearing a Word of what they had to tell 

him. 
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bioi} conduced them to the Dutchefs's A« 
partment. The two Noblemen faluted her 
with the fame Refped, as if (he had adually. 
been upon the Throne j they affured her of 
the Good-Wifties and Fidelity of her Sub^* 
je&s: and to fiicw her that they acknowledged 
her their Queen, they now gave her the Title 
of Majefy^ whereas the Kings and Qiieens of 
Portugal had hitherto been always call'd their 
Highnejfes. 

We may eafily judge of what pafs'd in 
the Hearts of this Royal Pair, if we confider 
the Fears and Agitations which they were 
before in, and to what Grandeur they were 
now raifed. Nothing but Shouts of Joy 
were heard throughout the palace, the hap- 
py News foon fpread, and the fame Morning 
tiie King was proclaimed in all thofe Places, 
where it (hould have been done the Day be- ^ 

fore; MeUo and Alphonfo alfo had him pro- 
claimed at Efe^j. The People came in Crouds 
to pay their Homage to the new King; 
ivhich, tho' in a confused manner, was no 
lefs agreeable to him, than what he after- 
wards received in all the formal Pomp of Ce- 
remony. 

The King immediately fet out for Lisbon^ 
with the fame Equipage which had been 
prepared for his fecting out for Madrid. He 
was accompan/d by the Marquifs de Fevreira^ 
a. Relation of his; the Count del/imiofo; 
and feveral other Perfons of Quality, who 
wer^ come to wait upon him to the Capital. 
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' The Queen he left at Vtllaviciofa^ know- 
ing that her Prefence was neceflary there, to 
keep the Provinces in awe. Every where, 
upon the Roads to Lisbofty they met with 
infinite Numbers of People, who crouded 
forwards to fee the King i who had the fa- 
tisfaftion every where of hearing th^ People 
buffing him, and curfing the Spaniards. All 
the Nobility, with the whole Court, and the 
Dec. $. Magiftrates of tlie City, met him at a great 
Diftance from Lisbon^ and he entered the 
Town amidft the Acclamations of a joyful 
People. 
That Evening there were Illuminations 
* every where, and Fireworks in every pub- 
)ick Place ,- each Citizen in particular had a 
Bonfire before his Door, which made a Spa^ 
niard fay, ** The Duke of Braganz,a was a 
" happy Prince, who had got a whole King- 
** dom for a Bonfire." Nor was it long in- 
deed before he was Matter of the whole 
Kingdom, every Town followed the Exam- 
ple of their Capital, and feem'd as if* they 
had a Plot ripe for Execution. Fre(h Cou- 
riers every Day arriv'd, who brought News 
of Towns, and fometimes of whole Provin- 
' ' ces, which had driven the Cafiilians out, and 
proclaimed the Duke of Braganza. Nor were 
many of the Spanijb Governours more refo- 
lute that the. Commander of the Citadel of 
Lisbon I and whether they wanted Soldiers, 
Ammunition, or Courage, is uncertain, but 
moft of them furrendered, without fo much 
as giving the Fortuguefe the Trouble of firing 
a Gun. In (horr, they fled the Kingdom 
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Jike fo many Criminals who had broke out o£ 
Prifbn ; each Man dreaded Vafconcelios\ Fate, 
and trembled at the Sight of an incensM Mul- 
titude : nor «ras there a Spaniard lefc in the 
fvhole Kiilgdom, but thofe who were taken 
into Cuftody, and all this in lefs than a Fort- 
night's time. 

Don Ferdinand de la Cueva, Commander of 
the Citadel of St. Juan, at the Mouth of the 
7agus^ was the only Man who oflFer^d to 
make any ReSftance, and to prelerve the 
Place for the King his Mafter. The Garrifon 
was wholly compofed of Spaniards^ the Of- 
ficers brave, and refolv'd to hold it out tq 
the laft; and therefore, as foon as the Por^ 
tuguefe approached them, made a vigorous 
.Defence. They were obliged to befiege it i^i 
Form ; to.that end they brought Cannon from 
Lisiotty and open'd the Trenches before it, 
which they carried as far as the Counterfcarp, 
fpite of the Befieged's continual Fire, and 
their frequent Sallies. But the King, who knew 
that treating with the Commander would be 
not only the fafeft, but the (horteft Way, 
made him fuch advantageous Fropofals, that 
the Governour could not refift the Tempta- 
tion ; but daz^ed with the Profped of the 
vaft Sura which was otferM, befides a Com- 
mandry of the Order of Chrift^ and pretend- 
ing that his Garrifon wasnoc ftrong enough 
to bold out a Siege, he furrender'd upoA 
Terms, fpite of the chief Officers, who re* 
fus^d to (igh the Capitulation. 

This done, the King thought it beft not 
to defer his Coronation, that he might there- 
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by confirm his Royalty, and coofecnite his 
Majefty. The Ceremony was performed owm 
the FiKeenth of December with all the Mag— 
nificence imaginable; the Dokt fAveiro, the 
Marqaiis de PlBareal, the Duke de Canmm9^ 
his Son, the Count de Mtmfam^ and all the 
other Grandees of the Kingdom, being pre— 
fent. The Archbifliop of Liihm at the Head 
of all the Clergy of his Dioccfe, and acoom— 
pany'd by feveral other Bilhops, met him ar 
the Door of the Cathedral ; there he was To-* 
lemnly acknowledg'd by the States of the 
Kingdom their Rightful and Lawful King: 
after which every one of them took the Oath 
of Allegiance. 

Some few Days after the Coronation, the 
Queen arrived at Usbon with a fumptuous 
Equipage and numerous Retinue. All the 
Court went out of Town to meet her, and 
Ihe already had with her all the Officers of her 
Houfliold. The King himfelf met her at fome 
Diftance from the Town. This Prince omitted 
nothing which might make her Entry appear 
magnificent, and convince the People that he 
behev'd (he had very much contributed to 
the placing the Crown upon his Head. Eve- 
ry one obferv'd, that notwithftanding her 
Fortune was altered, yet was not the Queen 
in the leaft changed, but behav'd herfelf as 
tnajcftically, as if (he had been born to, and 
was educated for the Po(re(rion of a Throne. 

SUCH was the Succefs of this great 
Enrcrprize, as happily fini(hM, as it was 
prudently begun; which may be reckon^ a 

fore 
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ibit of Minde, ccmfidcrii^ the vaft Namber 
of Peilbns, and the di£B?renc Qaality and In- 
clinations of thofe who were lee into the 
Secret : Nor can it be accounted for, but 
from the natural Hatred which the Pcrtuguefe 
bad to a Sfamjb Goeeniment ; a Hatred ! 
which took its firft Rife from the frequent 
Wars which thele neighbouring Nations wa- 
ged againft one another, ever fince they had 
been Monarchies ; as well as from their be- 
ing both concerned in the Diicovery of the 
Indies^ and the frequent Debates which they 
had concerning their Q>mmerce . Thefe ac 
laft grew into an inveterate Hatred, which 
was now increasM by the Tyranny of 
Sfain. 

The News of the Revolution foon reachM 
the Court of Sfaiu. D* Olivarez, was almoft 
driven to Defpair at the hearing of it ; he faw 
his own Projed mifcarry, and Ruin threatning 
bis Country, which might have been eafily 
prevented, but could not now be remedy'd. 
Nor had Spain any Need of acquiring new 
Enemies, the Fnuch and Dutch Troops alrea* 
dy employ 'd their utmoft Forces, with much 
ado they refitted their combined Strength ; 
and the Revolt oiCatahnia^ he fear'd, might 
invite other Provinces to do the like. 

There was no one now in the Court of 
Madrid ignorant of the News, but the King 
bimielf i every one thought that he ought to 
be informed of it, yet no one dar*d under- 
take the ungrateful Task, for fear of incur- 
ring the Minifter's Difpleafure, whofe impla- 
cable Temper they knew coo well, to hope 

that 
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that he would ever forgive an Offence of this 
Nature. At laft the Duke, feeing that the 
Story was too well known, to be any longer 
Gonceal'd from the Ring, and fearing that 
fomc of his Enemies, either to ingratiate or 
revenge themfelves, fiiould tell it in fuch a 
manner, that the whole Fault would feem to 
fall upon him, he refolv'd to be himfclf the 
MefTenger, and coming up to the King, with 
a ferene Look, and a Face on which a dif- 
fembled Joy fat confefs'd, " I wifti your 
" Majefty Joy, faid he^ of a noble Dutchy, 
*' and a fine Eftate, which are lately fallen 
" to you/* ** How Olivarez, ! anfwe/d the 
" King ; What do you mean? " " Mean I 
" reply* d the Minifter ,- why the Duke of Bra^ 
" ganzui is run mad, the Mob have proclaimed 
" him King of Portugal^ and he has accepted 
, *' the Title ; fo that now all he has is con- 
** fifcated, and you have a good Pretence to 
** rid yourfelf of the whole Family : Hence- 
** forwards you may reign King of Portugal^ 
*^ nor fear that any one will difpute your 
" Title to that Kingdom/* 

As weak a Prince as Philip was, he eafily 
comprehended the Meaning of thefe Words ; 
but as he could no longer lee but through his 
Minifter's Eyes, he only told him. That he 
rouft take Care betimes to put an End to a 
Rebellion, whofe Confequcnce might other- 
wife prove dangerous. 

Mean while the King of Portugal took all 
the necel&ry Meafures to confirm his nev^r 
Authority. As foon as he came to Lisbon, 
he namd Governours for every Town of 
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o/* Portugal. 75 

Portugal J as much diftinguifh'd for their Fi- 
delity to him, as for their Experience and 
approvM Valour ; U'ho immediately, with 
what Soldiers they could get together, went 
to take Pofleffion of their Command, and to 
put the Place in a Pofture of Defence. At 
the fame Time recruiting Commiffions were 
giveti out ; and the Solemnity of his Corona- 
tion beitm over, he call'd together the States jTan. a8, 
of the Kingdom ; in which, to prevent all 1^40-1. 
the Doubts and Scruples which might rife iti 
the Minds of the People, his Pretenfions to 
the Crown were examined, and by a folemn 
Decree of the States he was acknowledg'd 
Rightful and Lawful King, as being defcen- 
ded from Prince Edward, Son to King Ema-- 
nuel ; whereas the King of Spain was only 
defcended from a Daughter of the fame King 
Emanuel, who alfo by the Fundamental Laws 
of Poriugal, was excluded the Succeflion, hav- 
ing efpous'd a foreign Prince. 

In this AiTembly the King declared, that 
he would content himfelf with his own 
Eftate, and that the ufual Royal Revenue 
Ihould be apply'd to the defraying of the ex- 
traordinary Expences, and paying the Debts 
of the Kingdom, And the better to ingra- 
tiate himfelf with the People, he took o^ all 
the Taxes which the opprefling Spaniards had 
laid upon them. • 

To all the confiderable Offices and Em- 
ployments, he promoted thofe of the Confpi- 
rators, whofe Birth and Capacity might give 
them juft Pretenfions to it, and who had 
Ihewn the greateft Defire of raifing him to 
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the Throne. In this Promotion, no Notice 
was taken of Pinto ; the King did not think 
his Royalty fufficiently confirm'dy to venture 
at railing one of his Servants, and whofe 
Extraction was but mean. However, the 
i?rince was not in the leaft unmindful of his 
Service, and without having the Title of a 
Minifter of State, he had the Authority of 
one i fo great was his Influence over his Ma* 
fier, and fuch entire G)nfidence did he re« 
pofe in him. 

Having given all the neceiTary Orders 
within th^ Kingdom, he refolv'd to aflfure 
himfeif of fome u)reign Affiftance, in cafe of 
Keceflity, as well by making ftriA Alliances 
with all the Enemies of Spain, as by railing 
them new ones. To this end he endeavoured 
to perfuade the Duke of Medina SiJonia, Go- 
vernour oi Andalufia^ and his Brother-in-law, 
to follow bis Example, (hake oif the Spanijb 
Yoke, and make himfeif an independent 
Prince. The Marquifs Daiamonti, a Spatiijb 
Nobleman, and related to the Queen of Pur- 
tugal, was to negotiate this Bufinefs, the Sue* 
ceis of which will b^ feen in the Sequel of 
this Hiftory. 

The Kiug of Portugal made a League of- 
fenfive and defenfive with the Dutch i France 
promised him its Protcftion, and be fent Am- 
balTadors to all the Courts of Europe, that his 
Title might be acknowledged by their Prin* 
ces. But the King of Spain was fo deftitute 
pf Men, Catalonia employing all his Forces, 
that be did very little all that Campaigq for 

the 
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the Recovery of Portugal^ and even what he 
did nndertake met ivitb no Succefs. 

Some little Time after this, News was 
brought that Goa, and all thofe other Places 
which belong^ to Portugal, whether in the 
Jbidies^ Africa, or in Peru, had foUow'd the 
Example of their European Mafters, and re- 
volted from the Spaniards. Thus was the 
King flattered with the ProfpeA of a happy 
Reign, and rejoicM to fee Peace and Tran- 
quillity preferv'd within his Kingdom, whilft 
his Arms met with Succefs abroad ; httle 
iufbeding the Danger which threatened his 
Life and Crown, both ivhich he had almoft 
loft by a curfed Confpiracy, which was 
form'd even in the midft of that Prince's 
Court. 

The Archbifliop of Braga, as has before 
been obfcfv'd, was wholly devoted to the 
King of Spain, during whofe Reign in Por^ 
tugal, he had had a great Share in the Mini- 
ftry. He now plainly faw, that he muft n^- 
ver hope for any Preferment, unlefs the Spa- 
nijb Government could be again introduced 
into that Kingdom ; befides, he fear'd that 
the new King, who out of a tender Regard 
to his Charader, had not had him put into 
Prifon with the other Spaniards, might alter 
his Mind, and feeing his Authority once con- 
firmM, and dreading no longer the Danger 
of incenfing the People, or provoking the 
Inquifition, might make him (hare the Fate 
of thofe, whofe Courage, or Politicks 'twas 
thought, might prove prejudicial to the new 
King's Government^ and who had all been de- 

pnvd 



78 The Revolution 

priv'd of their Liberty, But the chief Motive 
which induced him to undertake (bmething 
for their Caufe, was his Affedion to the late 
Vice-Queen : With Impatience he beheld that 
Princeis under Confinement, efpecially in a 
. Place where he thought it was her Right to 
Rule 9 and his Rage was violently increased 
by the Orders which were given her Guards 
to admit neither the Prelate, nor any other 
Perfon of Quality, the King having been in- 
formed that (he endeavoured to intufe Senti* 
mcnts of. Rebellion into all thofe Portuguefe 
who went to vifit her ; and therefore thought 
fit to deprive her of that Liberty, whiqh (he 
fo palpably abus'd. As juft and as neceil%ry 
as this Proceeding was, the Archbi(hop c^ud 
it cruel and tyrannick ; and as he had fbnie 
Notions of Gratitude, believ'd himfclf un- 
der an Obligation of doing fometbing for the 
Liberty of a Princefs, who had done fo much 
for him. The Remembrance of her paft Kind- 
nefs enflam'd his Soul with Anger, and made 
him relblve to embrace any Opportunity 
whatfoever of revenging himfelf on her Ene- 
mies, and delivering her out of their Hands. 
But as he plainly faw it would be impoiBble 
cither to furprize or corrupt her Guards, he 
could not think of any furer Way than going 
direfily to the Fountain-Head, and by the 
Death of the King, to reftore her Liberty and 
Authority both at once. 

Being fully confirmed in this Refolution, 
he began to think of the fpeediefi: Means of 
putting it in Execution, well knowing that 
he (hould not long enjoy the Place of Pre(i- 
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dent of the Palace, which was not as yet 
taken from him. He plainly faw that it was 
in vain to follow the King's Meafures, by 
endeavouring to win the People, and make 
them join with him ; their Hatred to the 
Spaniards being too deeply rooted in their 
Hearts. The Nobility, he was affur'd, wou'd 
not aflift him, fince by their. Means the 
Crown was placed upon the Duke of Bra- 
ganzMS Head : He could therefore only de- 
pend upon the Grandees, who with Envy 
beheld one that had been their Equal, up^ 
on the Throne. The firft Thing he did, 
was to aflure himfelf of Olivarez^'s Pro- 
teftion and Affiftance : After which, he be- 
gan to work upon the Marquifs of f7/- 
lareal; to whom he reprefented, that the 
new King was timorous and diffident, for 
which Reafon he fought all Opportunities of 
ruining his Family, left he (hould leave a 
Subjed who was capable of difputing the 
Crown with his Succeffor : That he and the 
Duke ^ Aveiro, who were both of the Royal 
Blood, were not thought worthy of any 
0$ce or Employment ; whilft all Places o( 
Truft were fiUa by a Company of faftious 
and. feditious PeopJe : That with Ihdigna- 
tion the People faw how little he was va- 
lued, and were very much troubled to think 
that a Perfon of his Quality and Capacity, 
muft fpend his Time at a Country-Seat, and 
in an inglorious Eafe : That one of his 
Birth and Eftate, was too great to be the Sub- 
jeft of fo petty a Prince as the King of Por* 
tuzal : That he had loft a Mafter in the King 
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of Sfain^ who only was capable of befto 
fuch Employments on him as he dieferv\ 
reafon of the many Kingdoms of whit 
was Sovereign, and over which he muft 
blifli Governours. 

Seeing thac this DifcourTe made an 
preifion on the Mind of the Marquifs 
went fo far as to atfure him, thac he 
Orders from the King of Spain to pro 
him the Viceroyalty of Pcrtugal, as a Rei 
of his Loyalty, in cafe he would aflifl hi 
his Ded^n of recovering that Kingdom. 

Notwitliftanding what the Archbifhop | 
mis'd, the Thing was very far from 
Heart ; his chief Aim being to reftore 
Dutchefs of Mantua to her Liberty and 
mer Authority : For the compaffing of wh 
he thought it very lawful to promife w 
be never intended to perform ; and he ki 
that ambitious Motives were the likeliefi 
engage the Marquifs de Villareal^ upon wt 
his lair Speeches had at laft fuch an Eflf 
that he yielded to his Perfualions, and p 
, niisM that he, with his Son the Duke 
Camitto^ would be at the Head of the 1 
terprize. 

This Prelate being thus afTur'd of il 
two Princes, made it his next Bufinefs 
engage the Grand Inquifitor, who was 
intimate Friend, and than whom no { 
could be more necellary in carrying on tk 
great Defign i feeing that by his Means 
(hould alfo prevail upon all the Officers I 
longing to the Inquifirion, a People mor^ 
b^ dreaded by honeft Men than Rogues, a 
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trho bear a girat Svay amongft the Arm^ptt/k 
He eDdeaToorVl m firft to alarm his Con- 
fcience, by refnindlng him of the Oaih of 
Allegiance Which he had taken to the King 
of Sfoiu^ and which he ought not to break 
in Favour of an uforping Tyrant ; but find- 
ing the Inquifitor a Trae Qmrchman, over 
whom Intereft had a greater Sway than Con* 
fcience, he tdd him that he muft join in the « 
Plot, if he hoped to keep his Place much 
longer, for that the netv Ring made it his 
Bofine(s to give all the Employments to Per- 
fons whofe Fidelity he coold depend upon. 

After this, he fpent feveral Months in in* 
creafing the Number of Confpirators, the 
Chief of which were the Commiflary de la 
Orufadd ; the Count dt Armamat^ Nephew to 
the Arcbbiftiop; the Count ip£iti7er/ifi; Don 
Auguftin Emamiei ; Antcnio Onrreoy that Clerk 
of VafconceBos^ to whom Mtnnes had given 
divers Stabs on the firft Day of the Revolu* 
tion ; Lauremo PiJez^ Carvabk, Keeper of the 
Royal Treafury ; with feveral others, who 
were the Creatures of the Spauifb Minifters^ 
to whom they ow'd their Fortunes and their 
Places, and which they could not hope to 
keep long, ^ unlefs by once more introducing 
the Spamfb Government. 

There were alfo a vaft Number of Jem 
who were concernM in the Plot, and who 
had long fiv'd at Usbon in an outivard Pro- 
feflion of the Chrlftian Faith. Thefe had 
lately offered the King a vaft Sum of Money, 
if he would free them from the Perfecution 
pf the InquificorSj and let them have their 
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Synagogues at Lishm ; but the Prince re>e Aed 
their Offer^ and deny'd their Petition. ' This 
had thrown the Chief of them into a great 
Confiernacion, for appearing at the Head of 
the Petitioners, they had made themfelves 
known, and thereby exposed them&lves to 
all the Torments which the Inquifition could 
invent. 

With thefe the Archbifliop took Care to 
get acquainted^ and taking Advantage of the 
Cojifu(ion they were in, promis^l them his 
Protection, which was not to be defpis'id, 
fince he had fuch an Influence over the Grand 
Inquifltor ; but infinuated at the fame time, 
that they were in danger of being banifh'd 
Portugal by the King, who affeded very Tnuch 
to be thought a true and pious Catholick : 
And at the fame time promis'^d in the Name 
of the King of Spain^ that if they would be 
inftrumental to his Reftoration^ they (hould 
have Liberty of Confcienee, and Leave openly 
to profefs their Religion. 

So violent was the Paffion of the Arch- 
bishop, that he was not afiiam'd to make ufe 
oi the profefs^d Enemies of Jefus Q}ri(l, to 
drive a Chrifiim Prince from a Throne, 
which rightfully belonged to him ; and this 
was perhaps the firft time that ever the In- 
quifition and Synagogue^ went Hand in Hand 
together. 

Several Schemes were proposM, bat at 
laft this, which was drawn by the Arch- 
bifhop, and approved of by the firft Minifler 
of Spain^ was agreed upon ; That the Jews 
fhould fct fire to the four Comers of the 

Palace 
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Palace on the fifth of Auguft^ and at the fame 
rime to feveral Hoafes both in the City and 
Suburbs, that the People might every where 
be empIoyM in extinguifliing the Fire ; that 
the Confpiratprs (honld aQ fly to the Palace 
under Pretence of affifting^ and that amidft 
the Horrour and Confiinon which this va(l 
Conflagration would caufe, fome of them 
Ihouid adaflinate the King ; that the Duke 
de Camino fhould feize the Queen and her 
Children, who might be as (#rviceable to 
them in regaining the Citadel^ as the Dutchefs 
oi Mantua had been to their Enemies ; that 
ac the fame time there (hould be Fireworks 
ready to be playM oflF, to fet the Ponuguefe 
Fleet on Fire ; that the Archbilbop, with the 
Grand Inquifitor, and all his Officers, fhould 
march through the Town, to keep the People 
in Awe, and prevent their coming to the Af- 
fiflaiice of the King, fo much do they dread 
the Power of the Inquifition ; and that the 
Marquifs de J/iOareal (hould take the Admi-* 
niftration upon him, 'till they had received 
Orders from the Court of Spain. 

But as they had not the leaft Reafon to * 1 
hope that the People would fecond them, 
they thought it neceflary to make fure of 
fome Troops, and to that End wrote to 0//- 
var», to fend a Fleet towards the Coafts of 
Pmugalj which (hould be ready to enter the 
Port of Uibony at the Time when the Confpi- 
racy (hould break out ; and that there flfiould 
be lome Forces on Foot, on the Frontiers of 
the Kingdom, which (hould be in a readi- 
nefs to aS againft any Placc^ which would 
G 2 not 
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not willingly furrender to the King of 
Spain. 

But the moft difficult Part of their Labour, 
was to keep an exaft Corrcfpondencc with 
the Spanijh Minifter : For fince the King had 
been informed that the Ducchefs of Mamua 
had fent Letters to Madrid^ there was fuch a 
ftrift Guard kept upon the Frontiers of the 
Kingdom, that no one could go into Cafiile 
without the King's own PaCsport ; nor did 
they dare attempt to corrupt the Guards, 
left they (hould reveal what had been oflfer'd 
them. 

But at laft, feeing themfelves under an ab- 
folute Neceflity of acquainting the Sfanifb 
Minifter with their Defign, without which , 
al] their Meafures would infallibly be bro- 
ken ; they caft their Eyes upon a rich Mer- 
chant of Lisbon^ who was Treafurer of the 
Cuftom-Houfe, and who, by Reafon of his 
great Trade, had the King*^s immediate Leave 
to fend Letters into Caftile at any time. This 
Man's Name was Baez^ j he outwardly pro- 
fefs'd the Chriftian Religion, but was fup- 
pos^d to be a conceal'id Obferver of the Jewifb 
Law, To him they . offer'd vaft Sums of 
Money for bis Affiftance ; which, together 
with the Perfuafions of the ^ev)s who were 
engaged in the Confpiracy, prevailed upon 
him fo far, that he promised* to take Care 
that their Letters (hould be deliver^ to the 
Duke / Olivarez,. - 

To this End, hdfenclos'd the Pacquet dr- 
refted to the Marquifs Daiamonti^ Gover- 
nour of the firft Town on the Frontiers of 

Sfain^ 
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^aiuy believiag his Letters fafe, when once 
out of the Dominions of Portugal. 

The Marquifs, who was nearly related 
to the Queen, and was at thac Time nego- 
ciating a Bufinefs for the King of Portugal^ 
was very much furpriz'd to fee Letters feai'd 
with the Great Seal of the Inquifition, and 
directed to the firft Minifter of Spain ; and 
beginning to fear that his own BuHnefs was 
difcover'd, and Notice of it hereby given to 
Olivarez^ he open'd them, and found that 
they contained the Scheme of a Confpiracy 
againft the Royal Family, and which was 
fpeedily to be put in Execution. 

Startled at the Contents, he difpatch'd a 
Conrier to the Coun of Portugal^ with the 
intercepted Letters. It is impoffible to ex- 
prefs the Surprize of the King, when he 
law that three Princes, who were fo nearly 
related to Jiim, with the Archbifhop, and 
feveral Grandees of the Kingdom j were con- 
triving how to take away his Life, and give 
his Crown to a Stranger. 

He immediately communicated their inten- 
ded Trcafon to his Privy-Couftcil, who, after a 
fmall Deliberation came to a Refolution, which 
fome few Days afterwards was executed. 
The fifth of OBober was the Day appointed 
by the Confpirator$> and the Time Eleven 
at Night. That very Morning, about Ten 
of the Clock, all the Soldiers who were 
quartered in the Neighbouring Village^j 
march'd into Lisbon^ it having been given out 
that they were then to be review d in the 
Court ol the Palace. The King at the Umt 
C 3 time 
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titnc gave Notes with his own Hand, to fevc- 
ral Officers and others of his Court, w^hich 
were feal'd up, with pofitive Orders not to 
open them 'till Twelve, and then pun^uaUy 
to execute the G>ntcnts. 

A little before Noon, the Arcbbi(hop and 
the Marquifs de ViUareal^ were fent for to the 
Palace about fome Bulinefs, and coming into 
the King's Apartment, were arretted with- 
out the leaft Noife, or any Body's knowing 
it ; and at the fame time one of the Captains 
of the Guard made the Duke JU Camim a 
Prifoner. Thofe who had received the fealM 
Notes, having openM them, found Orders to 
^ arreft fuch a Man, whom they (hould convey 
to fuch a Prifon, and not lofe Sight of him 
'till farther Orders. In Ihort, Matters were 
manag'd fo prudently, that in lefs ^than an 
Hour s time, the forty- feven Confpirators were 
feiz'd, without fo much as giving any one of 
them Time enough to cfcape, or even the Icaft 
Sufpicion that their Plot was difcover'd. 

The News of their intended Barbarity 
reaching the Ears of the People, they came 
flocking towards the Palace, and in a tumul-' 
tuous Manner demanded the Prifoners, that 
they might tear them Piece-meal. 

Tho' the King was well-pleas'd with the 
AfFeftion and Loyalty of his JSubjeSs, yet 
was he a little troubled to fee how eafily they 
could be g;ither*d together, apd what Mil- 
ehief they were at fuch a Time able toMo. 
Wherefore having thank'd them for the Care 
which they took of him, and having promised 
^t thp Traitors (hould bie puni(h'4 accord- 
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ii^ to Law, he ordered the Magiftrates to 
^iiperfe them. 

Bat as he knew that the moft violent Paffi- 
<yiis of an incens'd People will foon grow cool» 
mnd perhaps dwindle into Compaffion, when 
liiey no longer (hoald confider the Criminals 
as the worft of Villains, who would have 
deftroy'd their King and Country, but as 
unhappy Wretches, who muft (hortly fuflfer 
an ignominious Death ; he took Care to pub* 
lifli, that the Confpirators Intent was to af« 
iaffinate him, and all the Royal Family, to fet 
the whole Town on Fire, and thofe who efca» 
ped the raging Flames, (hould have fallen by 
the Sword of the Rebels : That Spatn being 
refolv'd to have nothing more to fear from 
the Portuguefe, would have fent all their Ci- 
tizens into America, to toil like Slaves, and 
be bury'd alive in thofe Mines, where fo ma- 
ny had already peri(h*d, and to people the 
City of Lisbon with a Colony of Caftilians. 

After this, the King ordered the Traitors 
to be brought to their Tryal, and to this 
End he appointed Judges, which he took out 
of the fupreme Court of Judicature, and to 
whom he added two Grandees of the King- 
doni, upon Account of the Archbilhop of 
Braga, the Marquifs de VtOareal, and the 
Duke de Camino. 

The King put their Letters, which they 
had fent to Olivare^^ inco the Hands of thofe 
9iho were appointed to prolecuce them ; but 
with Orders not to make ufe of them, if they 
^ould by any other Means prove them guilty of 
High Trcafon, leaft the Court of Spain (hould 
G 4 thereby . 
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thereby difcover the Correfpondence which 
he held with the Marquifs Daiflmomi : Bu( 
there was no Necefficy of producing them to 
difcover the Truth ; for Baeze^ who was the 
^ firft that was brought to the Bar, contradi&ed 
himfelf in almoft eirery Queftion which was 
ask'd him, and being put to the Torture, his 
Courage fail'd him, he confefs'd his Crime, 
and difcover'd the whole Plan of the Con^ 
fpiracy. He own'd that thei^Defign was to 
kill the King ; that the Office of the Inqui- 
(ition was now full of Arms, and that they 
waited only for OlivarezJs Anfwer to execute 
their Defign. 

Moft ot the other Coqfpirators were put 
to the Torture, and their Depofition entirely 
iagreed with JBtf«e's. The Archbiftiop, the 
Grand Inquifitor, the Marquifs de Vtllareal^ 
and the Duke de Camino^ being unwilling to 
fiiffer the Torments of the Queftion, pon- 
fefs'd their Crime, Thefe two laft were con- 
demned to b/e beheaded, the reft of the Lay- 
Traitors to be hang'd, drawn, and quartered, 
and the Sentence of the Ecclefiafticks was re- 
feriM to the King himfelf. Upon this, the 
King immediately aifembled his Council, and 
told them, that the Confequence of putting 
fo many Perfons of Quality to Death, altho' 
they were criminal, might be fatal : That 
the chief Confpiratprs were of the'firft Fa- 
milies of the I^ingdom, whofe Relations 
would be for evei* his concealed Enemies, and 
that the Defire of revenging their Death, 
jvould be the unhappy Source of new Plots : 
'I'hat the Confequence of the Death of Count 

^ Bgmk 
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^fymont in Flanders, and of thie Guifes \j\ 
France J had proved fatal : Tha:t if he par- 
doned feme of them, and chang'd the Sen- 
tence of the others into a Puniftimcnt lefs 
fevere than Death, he ftiould for ever win 
theirs, their Friends, and their Kindreds . 
Hearts, and bind them to his Service by the 
Ties of Gratitude: but yet, Thar notwith- 
ftanding he himfelf was inclined to Mercy, 
he had aflembled his Council to kjiow their 
Opinions, and to follow that which (hould 
feem the moft reafonable^ and the moft 
juft. 

The Marquifs de Ferreira was the firft 
who fpoke, and was for having them execu- 
ted without delay : he reprefented. That in 
fuch Cafes as thefe Juftice only ought to be 
^onfulted, and that Mercy was moft dange- 
rous : That Pardon would feem not fo 
much the Effed of the Goodnefs, as 
Weaknefs of the Prince, or the Fear of 
their thrcatning powerful Friends : That 
if thefe (hould go unpunifh'd, it would 
bring the Government into Contempt, and 
encourage their Relations to deliver them out 
of Prifon, or perhaps to carry Matters far- 
ther : That now, at his Acceflton to the 
Crown, he ought, by an Example of Seve- 
rity, to deters others from ever attempting. "" 
the like. He urg*d farther. That they were 
Traitors not only to ihe King, but alfo to 
tjic State, whofe prefent Conflitution they 
had endeavoured to fubvert : That hf ought 
rather to hearken to the Juftice which he 
cyir'd his Peoplje^ and punifh thefe Criminals, 
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than to his own Inclinations of forgiving them, 
efpecially at a time when his Prefervation and 
the publick Safety were infeparable. 

The whole Council being of the fame 
Opinion, the King yielded, and the next Day 
Sentence was executed. The ArchbiQiop of 
Lisbon being willing to fave one of his 
Friends, came to the Queen, and foliicited 
her foi* a Pardon, with all the Aflurapce of a 
Man, who thought that nothing could be 
deny'd him, and, that his former Services 
mig^ claim a much grejiter Favour. But 
the Queen, who was convinced of the Juftico 
and abfolutc Necefficy of their fuflFcring the 
Law, and how ^ much a DifUndion of this 
Nature would incenfe the Friends and Rela- 
tions of the reft, anfwerM the Archbifliop 
in a few Words, but with fuch a Tone, as 
made him fee it would be in vain to urge his 
Requeft any farther; " My Lord, the only 
^* Favour I can now grant you, is to forget 
V that you ever ask a roe tliis." 

The Kingi unwilling to difoblige the Oer- 
gy, and e^ecially the Court of Rome^ who 
Had not as yet acknowledged him I^ing, or 
received his Ambaffadors, would not fuflfer 
the Archbilhop of Braga^ or the Grand In- 
iquifitor, to be executed, but condemn'd 
them to a perpetual Jmprifonment ,- where 
the Archbifliop (hortly after died of a vio- 
lent Fever, a Difeafe often fatal to State- 
Prifoners, who for fome politick Reafotit 
muft not be led to open Execution. 

Nothing 
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Nothing could be equal to the Surprise of 
Olivarez^ when this News was brought him; 
he could not imagine by what means the King 
of Portugal had difcovered their Defign, nor 
would it ever have been known, had not an 
Acddent happened, which made him fee that 
it was the Marquis Dajammi who had unra- 
velled the dark Defign, and acquainted the 
King with it. 

This Prince ftlU kept a very good Corrc- 
fpondence with the Enemies oi Spain ; his 
Ports were open to the Fleets of Rauce and 
HoOaadi be had a Refident at Barcelona^ and 
encouraged the revolting Catakmam : In fliort^ 
he did 3X he could to weaken Spaiu^ not onl^ 
by increafing the Rage of her Foes, but alio 
by endeavouring to raife up new ones. To 
this ends he had already inclined the Duke de 
Medina ^dmia^ his Brother-in-Law, to rebel; 
whom the Marquis Dajanwmi^ a Ci^iUan^ and 
their mutual Confidant, at length entirely fe- 
duced. This Nobleman was, as has been be-» 
fore obferved, nearly related to the Oueen of 
Portugal^ and the Duke of Medina : He was 
Governor of a Place at the Mouth of the 
Guadiano^ juft on the Frontiers of Pcrtugal, 
which made it eafy for him to keep a good 
Correfpondence with that Court ; nor did he 
gueftion but that, by being ferviceable to two 
uich powerful Families, he (hould eafily make 
his own Fortune. He was valiant and enter* 

Erizing ; hated the Firft Minifter, and at the 
ime time did not in the leaft value his Life ; 
a Quality very nece(rary to thofe who em- 
bark themfelves in any dangerous defign. 

He 
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He wrote privately to the Duke, to con* 
gratulate him upon the Difcovcry of the 
Archbilhop's Plot, the Prefervation of thfe 
Life of the Queen his Sifter, -- and all the Royal 
l^amily ; and he at the fame time infitiuated 
to him, that it was perfeftly confiftdnt with 
his Itttereft to be cie(|rous that the new King 
(bould be in a Capacity to prefer ve a Crowii 
which would one Day bci tranfmitted to his 
pwn Nephews ; and, that as Portugal lay con- 
tiguous to Capile^ it would always afford him 
a fure Retreat in any difagteeable Seafon, 
more efpecially during the Miniftry of the Duke 
ie Olivariz*, whofe abfolote ahd imperious 
Views tended very much to the Debafement 
of the Grandees : Nor was it to be fuppofed, 
that the crafty Starefman would loiig leave him 
Governour of fo large a iProvince, and in the 
l^ighbourhood of Portugal: That he would 
advife him ferioufly to rcfledi on all thefe 
Things, and let him know his Refolutions; 
to which end he (hould fend him a Perfon in 
whom he could confide, and to wHoni they 
both might fafely truft their Secret. ^ 
: The Duke was naturally proud and ainbi« 
tious, and with Envy had beheld bis Brother- 
in-law raifing himfelf to the Throne ; believ- 
ing, by what the Marquis faid, that he had 
ibme very advantageous Propofal of this kind 
to make him. He fent Lewis de Caftite^ his 
Confidant, to Dajawot^ti; who feeing his Cre- 
dentials, at once opened his Mind, and bid 
him remember with what Eafe the Duke of 
Braganza had made himfelf Mafter of the 
Crown pi Portugal ; and he affured him, that 

the 
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the Duke of Medina would never find a more 
favourable Conjuncture to eftablilh the Gran- 
deur of his Houfe, and make it independent 
of the Crown of Spain. 

After this he reprefented the V/eaknefs of 
that Kingdom, which was exhaufted by the 
Wars that the French and Dutch had conti- 
nvially waged againft them : That Catalonia 
now employed all its Forces ; nor would the 
King know how to help himfelf, (hould Anda^ 
lufia rife in Arms againfl: him, and the War 
be thus carried into the very Heart of the 
Kingdom : That the People would certainly 
(ide with him, being always fond of a New 
Government ,* befides which, they iiad Rea- 
ibn enough to complain of the Old one, which 
had fo oppreffed them with Taxes, and ex- 
torted fuch vaft Sums from them : That the 
Duke of Medina was as well beloved by the 
Andalufians^ as the Duke of Braganza was ac 
the Time of the Revolution by the Portuguefe : 
That the only Thin^ which now remained to 
be done, was to gam all thofe, who, under 
him, were Governours of Towns and Forts, 
without letting them into the Secret, which 
might be done; and to fill all Places of 
Truft with his beft Friends : That as foon as 
the Galleons, which were expefted from the 
IndieSy arrived, he (hould feize them, and the 
Riches which were on board would defray the 
Expences of this Enterprize : That the King 
of Pmugaly with his Allies, (hould have a 
Fleet ready to enter Cadiz,^ and there land a 
fufficient Number of Forces, to fubduc thofe 

who 
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who would unfeafonably (hew their Loyfllt/ 
CO Spain. 

Lewis de Caflile being returned to his Ma* 
fter, gave him a faithnil Account oi all that 
had paiTed between him and the Marquis. 
The Duke, dazled with the Profpea of a j 
Crown, refolved to hazard every thing, ra- ' 
ther than fail of obtaining it. He was 
Chief Commander there, both by Sea and 
Land ; being Captain General of the Ocean, apd 
Governour of the Province, in which he alfo i 
had a very lar^e Eftate, and feveral Towns 
under his own immediate Jurifdi&ion* This 
feemed very much to facilitate his Defign, 
and made him believe, that it was in his 
Power to fet a Crown on his Head when* j 
ever he pleafed. ! 

Upon this he fent Lewis ii Coftik back to 
the Marquis, that they might agree together 
upon the propereft Meafures of accomfriifhing 
their Projed, and efpecially of engaging die 
Crown ot Pmugal to lend them all the Affift- 
ance it poflibly could. Mean while. He him« 
felf was difpoHng every thing for the intended 
Revolution ; he put his own Creatures into all 
thofe Places where their Affiftance would be 
moft ferviceable to him ; he frequently would 
pity the Soldiers, who were not paid as they { 
ought to be, and the People, who were over* 
burdened with exceffive Taxes. 

The Marquis Dajamonti was well pleafed 
CO find the Duke in that Difpofition he had 
long wiftied to fee him ; he wanted to ac- 
quaint the King of Portugal with itj but wail 

unwil- 
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unwilling to truft to Letters, aod feared he 
could not fend a Meflfenger (b privately, but 
that the Court of Spain might difcover it, 
and have jaft caufe to miftruft hjs FideUtjr: 
Hovever, at laft he caft his Eyes upon a craf- 
ty and intriguing Monk, who for love of 
Money, or hope of Preferment, would un- 
dertake any thin^ ; ^ he was called Father 
Nicholas de Valafco^ of the Order of St. Fran- 
cis. No one could be fitter for his Purpofe, 
fince in the Countries where the Inquiflcion 
is, this Habit is fo much refpefted, that no 
one would dare to pry into his Adions^ and 
obferve his Steps. 

As foon as he had receiv'd his Infiru&ions, 
he came to CaftrthJMarino^ the firft Town on 
the Frontiers of Ponugaly pretending to ran- 
fome fome CaftiUan Prifoners which were de- 
tained in Portugal. The King, who had no<- 
cice given him of it, by a Letter from the 
Marquifs Daiamomi^ was defir'd to feize 
him, and bring him to Court : This was ac«- 
cordingly done ; he was arretted as a Spy, 
loaded with Chains, and brought to Lisbon 
as a State-Criminal, whom the Miniftry them-> 
ielves would examine; where he was im- 
mediately caft into Prifon, and fecmingly 
wacchM very ftri&ly: Some time after he 
was fet at Libeny, fince upon Examination ic 
appeared) that his only Intent was to ranfom 
fome Gi/fi/riiii Prifoners ,v and partly, to make 
him amends for his former ill Ufage, he was 
permitted to come to Court, to treat with 
the proper Officer about it. 

The 
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The King faw him himfelf feverial t!me$;' 
and promised him, chac as a Reward ef his 
. Induftry and faithful Service, he would give 
him a Bilhoprick. The Monk, flattered with 
the hopes of the Micre, would never ftif 
from the Palace ; he made his court to the 
Queen, and was always Waiting upon the 
Miniftcrs : He wanted to be let into all the 
Scate-Intrigues, and did all he could to (hew 
what Credit he had at Court ; and thus^ 
without direftly revealing his Secret, he be- 
tray'd it by his Pride and Inconfideratenefs. 
It plainly appeared, that the Severity of hi» 
Friibn was only a Blind, and the Examina-' 
tion of the Miniftry a Pretence to introduce 
him into Court. Many and various were the 
Conjedures which were made about his real 
Budnefs there ; but at laft a Cafiilian, who 
was Prifoner at Usion^ difcover'd the whole 
Ihtrigue. 

This Caftilian^ namM Sancho, was a Crea- 
ture of the Duke of Medina Sidonia\ and, 
before the late Revolution, Pay-Mafter of 
the Spanijb Army in Portugal He, with the 
reft of his Countrymen who were taken up 
at that Time, groan'd in Confinement, nor 
had they any Profpeft of Liberty ; but hear- 
ing of this Monk, and being informed of his 
Country, his extravagant Conduft, his Cre- 
dit at Court, and feveral other Circumftances, 
which made it plain that he was there em- 
ployed in fome fecret Bufinefs; he thought 
he had now an Opportunity of obtaining his 
Liberty, and with this H9pe he wrote the 
Monk a long Letter, full of Expreffions fit 

10 
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to footh his Vanity ; in it he complain'd, 
that the King of Portugal detain^ him in 
Prifon, (with the other Caftiliansy) who was 
a Servant and Creature of the Duke his Bro- 
ther-in-law : And to confirm it, he fent him 
feveral Letters, wrote to him by that Prince 
himfelf, fome little Time before the Revolu- 
tion, in which he treated him as one In whom 
he repos'd an entire Confidence. 

The Prancifcan anfwcr'd Sanchas Letter, 
and alTur d him, that nothing could recom- 
mend him more to him, than his belonging 
to the Duke of Medina ; that he would ufe 
all his Endeavour to procure him his Liberty; 
but in the me^n Titne he muft take Care not 
fo much as to open his Mouth about it* 
The Spaniard waited fome Days for the Ef- 
fed: of his Promife, and at laft fent him a 
fecond Epiftle, in which he reprefented, that 
feven Months were expired fince he was caft 
into Prifon ,• that the Sfanijb Minifter feem^d 
to have quite forgotten him, fince he neither 
talk'd of ranfoming or exchanging him ; 'and 
that therefore he had no Hopes of Liberty 
left, ' but t^hat wefe built upon the Charity 
and Intereft of the Reverend Father. 

The Monk, who thought he (hould very 
much oblige the Duke of Medina, by pro- 
curing Sancho his Freedom, begg*d it of the 
King, and obtain'^d it. He went to the Pri- 
fon himfelf, to fetch him out of it, and of- 
fer'd to have him included in a Pafsport, 
which was to be given to fome of the 
Dutchefs of Mantua's Servants, who were 
then returning to Madrid. Gut the crafty 
H Cafiiliaa 
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Caftilian aofwer'd him, that Madrid was a 
Place to which he could never more return j 
that he muft not pretend to appear at Court, 
unlers he defir'd to be thrown into Prifon 
again, feeing that Olivarez. was fo fevere and 
unjuft, that he would expert his Accounts to 
be made up, although in the late Revolution 
he had been ftript not only of his Money, but 
had had his Books alfo taken from him : To 
this he added, that he defir^d norhit^ more 
than to be near the Duke of Medina^ bis 
Patron, who ivas T)oth able and willing, he 
did not queftion, to advance him. 

The Francifcan wanting fome Body whom 
he could truft his Secret to, and by whom 
he might give the Marquifs Daiamomi a ftrid 
Account of his Negociation, caft his Eyes 
upon the Cafiilian^ who feem'd very much 
' attached to the Intereft of the Duke of Me- 
dina. To this End he detain^ the Spamard 
fome time, pretending that he could not as 
yet procure him a Pafsport, though his Intent 
ivas to obferve him, and fee whether t>r not 
he was a Perfon fit to be cntrufted. Their 
being frequently together begat an intimate 
Acquaintance; which they both mutually de- 
fir'd ; the Monk, that he might engage the 
Spaniard to ferve him ; and the Spamard^ that 
he might make himfelf Matter of the Monk^s 

^ Secret. 

This holjr Man, like the reft of his Bre- 

. thren, puflfd up with Vanity, could not for- 
bear one Day telling his Friend, that he 

. would not long fee him in that Garb in 
which he was, that he had a Biflioprick 

pro- 
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jproinis'd fairo, and that he did not defpair o( 
obtaining the Riman Purple. Soitcbo, to make 
faim prattle the fafter, pretended that he did 
hot believe, a Word of what he iaid. The 
Fryar laugh'd at his Incredulity : '* And I 
** fuppofe^ cmtimitd he^ you would not be- 
•* licve mc neither* if I (hould tell you, chat 
*^ the Duke bf Me^n^ will (hortly be a 
•* Kinjg. " The other, to get the Secret 
iquice oUt of him, urg^d the Lnpoffibility of 
ic ; lifknl ivhich the Monk told him the 
Ij^hole Story : That Andalufid muft in a little^ 
Time acknowledge the Duke for their Sove« 
tbign: That the Marquifs D^ViMtoufi, who 
had alfo difcover d the ^dnifi Plot to the 
King of Pmwgal^ i^as the chief Negotiator 
and Inftrument of this intended Revolution : 
That he (hould (hortly fee ftrange Altera- 
tions in S^n^ and that he had notv an 
Opportunity of ihaking his Fortune only by 
being feisrfet, and taking Carfe to deliver 
feme Letters from hiro« to the Duke and 
Marquifs. 

Sancbo tiveli pleas d at thfe DlicoVery of 
this Secret, Which be. had long laboured to 
get out of him, renewed his Proteftations ot 
Fidelity and Secrecy, and his Offers of Ser- 
vice ; and having taken ViUfco^ Letters, told 
him, that he (hould b^ proud of the Oppor- 
tunity of (brving the Prince, and hoped that 
he (hould be thought worthy of the Honour 
of bringing him an Anfwei*. Upon this the 
O^iHan kt out for Andakfia^ but was no . 
foonef got into the Sfanifh^ Territories, thaci 
he took the Madrid Road ; and as loon as he 
8 2 ar;iv'd, 
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arrived, went ftrak to the Miaifter's Houfe, 
and fern him Word that Sancho, Pay-Maftcr 
of the Army in Portugal, was juft elcapcd 
out of Pv iibn, where he had been confin d 
by theUfurper, and had fome important Bu- 
finefs to communicate to him. 

It was a very hard Matter to gain Accefs 
to Olivaret, who had his fet Hours of grant- 
ing Audience, atid at which time hefent 
Word the Pay-Mafter muft return. Enrag d 
at this Refufal, Sancho cry'd he muft, he 
would fpeak to him ; that his Bufinefs was no 
Trifle, but the- Safety of the Kingdom de- 
pended on its being immediately revealed. 

This being told Olivare^y be order d him 
to be admitted : Sancho entered the Room, 
and threw himfelf at his Feet, crying -the 
Kingdom waij fav'd from the Ruin which 
threatened it, fince he had gainU' Admit- 
tance ta one, in whofe Power it was te pre- 
vent it ; then told the whole Story^ of the 
Duke of Medina s Intent, encourag'd in it 
by the King of Portugal, and perfuaded to it 
by the Marquife Daiamonti^ his Dcfign of 
feizing upon the GaHoons, and of making 
the Soldiers of Andalufia turn their Arms 
againft their King : To juftify all which, he 
delivered thofe Letters given him by the 
Franciscan for the Duke and Marquifs, and 
which contained the Scheme of the^Coa- 
fpiracy. 

Olivarez, was fo furpriz'd at the Strange^ 
nefs of this News, that he could not for 
fome Time utter a Word, but at laft recover- 
ing himfelf, he prais'd Sancho for his Loyalty, 

and 
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and Cold him that he dcferv'd a double Re- 
ward, not only as he bad revealed the Plot, 
but ^fo as he had not been afraid to difcover 
it even to the neareft Relation of the chief 
Confpirator. Then ordered he the Spaniard 
to be conduded into a private Apartment, 
and be debarr'd the Liberty of fpeaking to 
any one^ 

Mean while the Minifter went into the 
King's Apartment, and told him all that 
Sancho had related, and ftiew'd him the Let- 
ters which he had delivered him. 

Never was Prince in a greater Confterna- 
tion than Philip was, long had he obferv'd 
and dreaded the haughty Carriage of the 
Gufmans ; and as the Lofs of Portugal^ which 
he' thought was owing to the Dutchefs of 
Bragansuiy was ftill frefli in his Memory, he 
could not forbear telling Olivarez, in a re- 
proachful Manner, that all the Misfortunes 
which the Spaniards had lately fuffer'd, they 
were beholden to his Family for. This Prince 
wanted neither Wit or Judgment, but he was 
fo addided to Pleafure, that he would never 
applyhimfelf to anything that carry*d the Face 
of Bufinefs, but would rather have loft Half 
his Dominions, than be obliged to quit his 
indolent and eflfeminate Manner of Living : 
Wherefore having vented his Paffion in this 
Reproach, he gave the Fmncifcans Letters 
back to Olivarez,^ without fo much as open- 
ing them ; ordering' him to have them exa- 
mined by a Committee, composed of three 
Members* of his Privy- Council, who fhould 
make their Report to him. 

H i This 
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This was all that Olivarez deHrd, for 
^ now he could give the Bufinefs whac Turt^ 
he pleas'd. He chofe three of his own Crea- 
tures for the GHnmiSloners, into whofe Hands 
the Letters were put^ a^d by whom Samh 
was examin'd feveral times; all their Aim 
was to acquit the Duke of Midata, to which 
CTidOlivarez, himfelf came to Sambo, and af- 
ifeding an affable Behaviour^ and ^n extra- 
ordinary Kindnefs for the Man } How^ 
^' my dear Awc/w, /aid he, (hail we contrive 
*' to acquit the Duke of Medina of a Crime, 
" which is teftify'd only by the Letters of 
*' an unknovt^n Monk, and i^ho probably 
V was bribed by the Duke's Enemies to lay 
^* this to his charge; for certain it i$, that 
" never Governour of Andalujia difdiarg'4 
" his Duty better, both towards the King 
and his Province. 

Sancho^ who wa$ fully perfuaded of rhq 
•Truth of his Depofition^ and fear\i that any 
of the Criminals (hould be acquitted, left hct 
(hould lofe his hoped-for Reward, ftill main- 
tained, that he was well aflfurii that there 
was an horrid Confpjracy formVi againft the 
Government in favour of the Duke, who was 
alfo fl[t the Head of it ; that the Marquiis Den- 
amonti ivas the Contriver of the Plot; and 
that he himfelf had read fipveral of their Let- 
ters, which were (hewn him by the Fran^' 
cifcan^ and was certain, that if Obvarez* did 
not prevent it in time, all Andahfia would 
be up in Arms, to make their Govcrnouif 
their Monarch. 

Qlivarez, 
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Clivarez, very unwilling that this Bufinefs 
flnould be too narrowly fearch'd into, took 
an Opportunity of telling the King, that the ^ 
K^onks Letters had been decypherd and ex* 
aiiiinM, and that, he really believM him to 
be fome Wretch who had been bribed to ca- 
lumniate the Duke ; for there was no Letter 
of his produc'd^ nor did Sanebo make any 
£ormal Depoiition againft him, {Jowever^ 
as it was impoifible to be too cautious in 
fuch a Cafe as this, his Opinipn was, that 
the Duke muft be artfully drawn to Coorr, 
for if he had any fuch Defign on foot, it was 
HOC fafe to arreft him in Afulalu/ia; that fame 
Forces muft be fent to Cadiz, under a new 
Governour; that the Marquifs Qaiamanti 
muft be taken up at the fame time, and if 
they were found guilty, his Majefty mighc 
deliver them over to the Severity of thP 
Law. 

This haughty Minifter's Will was not only 
generally a Law to the Subjefts of Spain, but 
was always one to the King ; who told himj, 
that he (hould manage this Bufinefs as he 
thought fit^ for he left it entirely to him* 
Upon this Olivarez, fent his Nephew, Don 
Lewis iHaro^ to the Duke of Me(Una^ to tell 
him what had been depos'd againft him, an4 
with Orders, that guilty or not guilty, he 
{hould immediately come to Court, which 
if he did, his Pardon (hould be granted;: 
but that if he defer'd his Journey, it woul4 
no longer be in bis Power to procure it. 

H^ thit 
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This Meffage thuader-ftruck the Duke o£ 
Medina^ and he faw himfe|f under a Ncceffity 
of obeying, or immediately flying into Por- 
tugal: but then cpnfidering how ignominious 
it was to fpend his Days in Indolence, and 
live a banidi'd Man^ efpecially in a Country 
where there was no Employment worthy o£ 
him, and at the fame time knowings how 
great Olivarez!s Power was ; he refoTv'd to 
truft him ; and fet out for Madrid^ and with 
fuch Diligence did he purfue his Journey, that 
the King was immediately inclined to believe 
him innocent, or to forgive him^ fliould he 
be found guilty. 

Whilft Don Lewis d*Haro was employed in 
this Bufinefs, a Meflfenger was fent to take 
up the Marquifs Daiamomi ; an4 the Duke of 
Gudadreaf march'd into Cadiz, at the Head of 
Five thoufand Men. 

As foon a$ the Duke of Medina arrivM at 
Madrid, he went and alighted at Olivarez/s 
Houfe, to whom he confefs'd the Confpiraey, 
(hew'd him the Scheme by which they 
were to proceed, but caft all the Odium of 
it upon the Marquifs. Olivarex, that in- 
flant introduced him jnto the King's Clofer, 
where he threw himfelf at his Majefty's Feet, 
and with Tears iconfefs'd his Crime, and 
begg'd his Pardon. Philip, who was of a fofc 
and compaffionate Nature, mix'd his Tear$ 
with the Duke's, and eafily forgave him. 
But as it would have been very imprudent to 
have expofed him to the fame Temptation a 
fecond time, he was order'd to ftay at Court : 

part 
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pact of his Eftate was alfo cohfifcated, the 
K:injg being fenfible, that h^d he not been too 
rich, and too powerful, he^^ould never have 
made an Attempt of this Kind : And a Oo- 
vernour and a Garrifon were placed in Saint 
Lucar de Barameda, the Town in which the 
Dukes of Medina Sidoma generally refided. 

Plivarez,, to perfuade the King that his 
Relation's Repentance was fincere, advifed 
him to fend a formal Challenge to the 
Duke of Braganz^ ; which he refufed at firft, 
obje&ing that both Divine and Human Laws 
forbad Duels. But Olivarez, peril Aing in his 
Refolution of having one fent, Medina re- 
ply'd, that he could not in Confcience 
come to this Extremity with his Brother-in- 
law, unlefs the King would obtain a Bull 
from the Pope, which ftiould fecure him from 
the Cenfure of the Church, which always 
excommunicated Duelifts« 

Olivarez, anfwer'd him, that this was not 
a time for Scruples of Confcience, but that 
he muft now think of fatisfying both the 
King and People of the Sincerity of his Re- 
pentance ; that in (hort it was no Matter 
whether he would fight or not, provided he 
would not difown a Challenge, which he 
would publifli in his Name. The Dbke, 
who now plainly faw that OlivarezJs Intent 
was only to amufe the People, onfented to 
it, and the Minifter drew up one himfelf. 
Several of them were fent into Portugal^ a$ 
well as into moft Courts of Europe. A Copy 
p{ it may probably not be difpleadng to the 

Reader^ 
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Reader, who will be furprizM eo fee a 
Challenge, which by its Length, Formality, 
and Stile, would better have became a 
Knight-Errant of old, than fuch a Prince as 
the Duke of Midina Sidma was. 




Don 
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Pon Gaspar Alqnco 
Perez de Gusman, 
Duke of Medina SidofiUj 
MarquifSjEayl and Saron 
of Su Luc or de Barameda, 
Captain General of the 
Ocean, of the Coafts of 
^ndalufia, and pf the Ar** 
mies of Tortt^ak Gentle- 
man of the Bed-Chambe|! 
to Hijf CathoUck Majcfty ; 

\\rho^ God Prcferye, 



\HEJiEAS nothing has hm 
more cmfpicuous to. the ivhofg 
World, than the treafiuabk 
PraWces of John late Duke of Bra- 
g^D^a i li^alfehh datmable Intentions 
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homm, of /educing and tamt'mg ivith 
Vijhyalty, the faithful Family of the 
Guftnans, 'mUch ever has heefif and 
for the future e'ver Jhall he mofl true 
and loyal to the King their Mafier, m 
ijihofe Service fo many of them ha^e 
Jhed their Blood, This Ufiirper has 
endeauourd to mjintfate into the Minds 
of foreifft Princes, as iveU as of his 
oim Rebel Portuguefe, that I njjould 
dd and affifi him, and enter into his 
Meafmei j hoping therehy to keep up 
the Spirits of thofe ivho have joind 
'with him, and to put me out of Fa- 
vour iiiith the King my Mafier, {nvbom. 
God preferve) thinking that hy thefe 
Means he Jhotdd alienate my Duty and 
AffeBion from my Mafier, and then 
I /hould confent to his curfed Defies, 
mthout that Repu^ance 'which he has 
found in me. And the better to ac^ 
complijh his Defiffi, he has made ufi 
of a Monk, luho nuas fent hy the 

To'wn 
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Tavm of Daiamonii, to Caftro-Ma- 
rino i» I^rmgal, to treat about the 
Banpm of a Prifaiur : ffhich Monk 
hehig carried to Lisbon, ivas fu- 
hom'd, and perjuaded to give out, 
that I *was engagd in the Cdnfpi- 
racy, and that I 'would permit amy 
Fmreiffi Army to land in Andaluiia, 
to favour their Defies : And to give 
the better Colour to bis Story, he fhevid 
fame fwgd Lettm, dnd ivhich he pre- 
tended to have received from me. 
'.■•..'.>'' * 

AU thisr luas. done vjith a Vejign to 
perfuade feveral Prmces to fend him 
fame Forces, and mmld to God they 
had, that I might have Jl7erwn my 
Loyalty, hj deflroyrng them, and their 
Ships 5 lishich mil eafily appear to have 
been my Intent, by the Orders nuhich I 
left on aS the Coafls. 

Thefe 



no 
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fhefe tf^r hdve hem a fore ^f* 
ft&um to miy but nvhat ffrieves nu 
fi\U mcrey is, that his f^fs fiottld he 
my Sifttr, lahofe Blood t *would glad- 
ly fied, finct by RebdUon tainted and 
corrupted, that I wu^t ^e On etn^ 
dent Proof of my Loyalty to my fSngt 
and efface all' thofe Sufpicions, *u}hicb 
thefe Rumours may have imprinted at 
the Minds of the People, 

For thefe Reafons therefore, I chaU 
len^e the faid John, late Diike ef 
Braganza, as being a Traitor hath to 
God and Ins ISng^ and invite him td 
meet me in Per/on, and in friglt Com* 
hat try our Fortune, trntb^ ^ nuttb- 
out Seconds, and a/tnid in 'mbat man* 
ner be pleafe : The Place fidl be near 
Valentia d' Alcantra^ 'vMcb is on 
the Frontiers both of Caftile and Por- 
tugal, and *where I nvill 'wait for him 
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fomfcori VojfSj from the frf tf Odo- 
bex, to the nmeteenth of December, 
of this frefent Tear. The t*wenty loft 1^41. 
Dd^s I ai»// aiMtr for him m PerfoH, 
arid on the Time nnUch he fiall op- 
fmt, I 'vaU enter the Ufis ; ixinch 
Time, though it he long, I give him, 
not only that he, the faid Tj/rant, hut 
aljb that aU Europe, nay, that the 
*u)hole World may hmu it. To this 
End, I tixU fend Ten Chevalitrs a 
League nvithin Portugal ; as alfo, he 
fh^M fend Ten a League loithin Caftilc, 
as Uojiages, and on that Day I ivill 
fiev) Im the Heinoufnifs and Bafenefs 
of his Crime. 

But if he, the faid John, late Duke 
of Braganza, Jhould fail meeting me, 
to give me Gentleman»lih SatisfaBion-, 
and thereby deprrve me of the Oppor- 
tunity of fhe'umg my Loyalty to the 
JSng, fify Mafiery and the natural Ha- 
tred 
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tted niiUch our Pamiyfjos toTraitors ^ 
I offers -{'withSuhmifim to his Catho- 
lick Majefty, nuhom God preferve,) my 
good Tbivn of St. Lucar dc Baraimcda, 
*txihich d'mys hds hem the Seat of the 
Dukes of Medina. Sidonia, to any Man 
mho fiall kill him. To huhich End, I 
heg of His CathoM Majejiy, that I 
may not have any Imger 'the Command 
of the Atmy, luhich is to. march a- 
gamji him, heing fo trMfforted iv/th 
Rage, that I /hould not he Majier of 
that Seddtenefs andConduB, luhich are 
fo necejfary to a General^ hut that Bs 
Majejiy naould give me 'Leave to he 
only at the Head of a ihoufand of my 
ooyw People, on luhofe Courage, as nvell 
ai my own, I m^y rely, that in Cafe 
the faid Ufiirper Jhouid not accept my 
challenge, ive may hring him dead or 
alive to Us. faid Majejiy, And that 
I may not he thought to he 'wantkg.in 
my Duty to my King, I offer one ^ \ 

my , 
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«^ lefi T&ums to the firjl Govemour, 
or other Officer, helongmg to the Ufur- 
per, nvho mil ftirrender any Place to 
the King my Majler y never thinking 
that I can do enough for his Service, 
fince to him, and to his glorious An- 
cefiars, I owe all that I mm. 
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Given at Toledo, the ipth of 
September, 1^41. 




AC 
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CCORDING tohisPrpmifcithe 
Duke of Medina appeard in the 
Lifts, followM by Don ^ohn de Gar^ 
ray^ Lieutenant - General of the 
Spanifh Cavalry ; there the Duke of 
SragaKza was fummon d in a formal Manner : 
But that Prince was too prudent to play a 
Part in this Farce ; or had the Thing been 
of a more ferious Nature, a Sovereign Prince 
ifras not to venture his Life againft a Subjeft 
of his Enemy. 

Whilft Olivarez amu/d the People in this 
inanner, he ivas alfo taking Care to turn the 
Refentment of the King and People upon the 
Marquifs Daiamomi, whom he intended to 
prove the only guilty Perfon : To this End, he 
flatter'd him with the Hopes of a Pardon, 
and that, as jvell ds the Duke of Medina^ 
he (hould tafte^the Bounties of a merciful 
Prince, provided he woqld be open in his 
Confeffion / but that King^, like God, whofc 
Images they were^ never forgave any, but 
thofe who heartily and fincerely repented 
them of their Crimes. 

The Marquifs tritfting to this Promife^ 
which the Duke of Medinas Example gave 
him no Room to doubt of, fign'd a Paper 
which d' Olivarez, brought him, and which he 
immediately put into the Hands of fhofe who 
<^^ere to try him. Upon this Confeffion of 
his, he was indicted, and condemned to be 
beheaded. When the Judge pafs*d Sentence^ 

he 
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he heard it wichonc cbe leaft Concern, or fo 
mticfa ts xnurmuring ac Oiivarez,^ or rhe Duke. 
That fame Nighc he fupp'd as heartily as 
ufual, and ivhen they came to lead him to 
Execution the nekt Morning, he was flill 
fifleap. He afcended the Block without 
ipeaking one Word, whilft a Contempt of 
Death might be read in his Lboks, and died 
with a Courage and Refolqtion worthy of a 
Itietcer Caufe. Such was th^ End of a Con- 
ipiracy*. from which the King of Spain ef- 

Sped mecrly by Accident, or rather by a 
ecree of Pirovidence, which cannot connive 
at Crimies of this Nature, and will JTeldom 
JTu^r Tieachery to prevail. 

The King ot Portng^l feeing this Projed 
' qfiifcarry^ reiblv'd to maintain himfelf on the 
Throne no longer by fiich ctaodtAine Means^ 
but by open Force, and the Afliftance of his 
Allies* Frawi ictmd particularly to take 
tbe Hottfe of BfUgankM oiider its Pirocediob, 

Ss being the moft ancient Biranch of th^ir own 
Loyal Family. 
5 The foreign War fb cmploy'd the Span0> 
forces, that the Pmlugueff had always (he Ad- 
vantage over them,, and they drdve them ftiil 
farther from their Frontiers. The King might • 
ealily it that time have entered into the very 
Center of CMJiiky had be had a .good Gene- 
ral, and difcipiinM Soldiers ; but his Army 
was chiefly composed of Militia, Htter cq 
tnake fudden Incurfions into the Enemy's 
Country, than to bear the Fatigue of a re- 
gular Campaign. Another thing that hin- 
4er'd his making a greater Prpgrel^s with his 

1 2 Army, 
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Army, wfts, chat he had not Money enough 
to pay them, and confequencly not Forces 
Enough on Foot ; for as at his coming to 
the Crown, he had taken off all Taxes £com 
the People, that they might the better re- 
Ii(h his Government, and had only his own 
Eftate to defray the Expences of the War ; 
nor would he ever venture to lay new Taxes 
upon them. But this Want of his was part- 
ly recompensed by the Neceffity oiSpain^ who 
at that time had no better Generals than th^ 
Portugueftj and whofe Treafures, towards the 
latter End of Philip the Fourth s Reign, were 
exhaufted. 

On che fixth of November^ t6^6. died this 
Prince : In all the Encomiums and Panegy- 
^icks made upon him by the Portuguefey he 
is celebrated for bis Piety and Moderation. 
Foreign Hiftorians upbraid him with Cow- 
ardice, and report, that he always diftrufted 
both himfelf and others ; that it was a diffi« 
cult Point, efpecially for che Grandees, to 
get Accefs to him ; and that he was free with 
no one but his ancient domeftick Servants, 
efpecially with one that was always in Com* 
pany with his ConfeiTor. In flion, from 
'what we can gather of his Life, he was 
a peaceable and religious Prince, and en* 
dow'd with Qualities which would better 
have became a private Gentleman than a Mo- 
narch ; fo that we can attribute his being 
rais'd to the Throne, only to the inveterate 
Hate which the Portuguefe bore the Caftilians^ 
and to the Ambition, Courage, and Counfels 
of his Queen, whom by his Jaft Will he 

nam^d 
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uunM Regent of tbe Kingdooi daring his 
Sod's Minority ; not doubting but that one 
who ooold nife herfdf to a Throne, iroul4 
not wantCoanigecoprefcnrc it for her ChiW 
dren. He left behind him two Sons and a 
Daaghter i the elder of the Sons ivas Doa 
Alfbm4^^ of a peeviffli and melancholy Tem- 
per, who had quite lofk the Ufe of one 
Side, and was at the Time of his Father's 
Death ae«r thirteen Tears old : Don Pedn>^ 
the yonnjger, was bat c^t : ]>onna Qnbor 
riua, their Sifter, was dder than either oi 
them, and was bom before the Revola* 
don. 

Don Atfbmfo was immediately (hewn to 
the People, and proclaimed King, and th^ 
Qoeen todk the Regency upon her. This 
Princefs would willingly have fignaliz'd her*? 
ielf by fome glorious A&ion, but the Com- 
manders of the Partuguefe Army were fitter 
for Soldiers than G^rals, and there was 
not an Officer amongft them, who was £n« 
gineer enough to know how to fortify a Place, 
or befiege a Town. Nor was there a Man 
in tbe Privy-Council, who could be look'd 
upon as a Statefmao ; moft of them could in- 
deed make fine Speeches, and elaborate Dif- 
courfes, upon the Neceflitiesof the State, and 
the Misfortunes in which it would probably 
fall ; but never a one of them knew how to 
prevent, or remedy them. 

TO thefe Evils we muft attribute the ill 
Succefs of her Arms before OUwnsui and fia- 
dajos^ where the Sfamards obliged them w 

I 3 . wife 
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. raife the Siege. Befides this, they had &Heii 
out with the Dutch about the Tf^^e to ih^ 
Indies ; and rtic, French^ after th^ PyfeneatB' 
Treaty, feem'd to have jFor|otten theiti. 

The Queen finding herfelf mchout'any pe- 
gular Troops, without able Officer^ or good 
Counfellors, and withoiit foreign Altianc^s; 
was obliged by her Courage, Capacft]^ ind, 
Applicatiort, to fupply the want of al^theie • 
(fie herfelf difchargxl the Duty 6f H Secret 
tary of State, and took Care to keq[> a goo4 
Correfpondence with all' the Courts of ..^ii-i 
tope^ which might be feryiceable to her : IH 
(hort, had (he never encountered all theft( 
Jpifficulties, (he could not have rc\'cal^d all 
rhofe tidden Vertues^ which fkun the Vay^ and 
he conceafd in the fmcoth Seafins, and iheCalnH 
bf Life: ' • ; ' '=' 

' By fuch Careand Diligence, for a long time 
^e fav'd Portugal hom that Ruin which threa- 
tened it ; bur Spain now potiring all its Forces 
in upon her, (he fbund herfelf unable toTe(i(l 
them, urilefs (he could procure bettet QfEccrsi 
To this End, (he caft her Eyes Upon Frede^ 
rick Count of Sghomberg, whofe Name and Va- 
lour were already fuJBciently known. IShe 
would willingly have given him the chief 
Command' of the Army; but was afraid at 
this Junftdre of difobliging her Generaliflimo j 
wherefore (be order'd the C6unt de Soure^ 
her Ambaflador in France^ to treat with the 
Count de Schomhrg tihom his coming into 
Portugaly where he (hoiild have only the Title 
of Lieutenant - General ; but in cafe of the 
|Deach, or Refignation of the prefent Com- 
^-^ "- mander. 
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mander, he (hould be made Geo^ralii^mo of 
all her Forces. 

The Counc (ct out for Vshn with four- 
fcorc Officers, and about four hundred Horfe-r 
men, all Veterans, who perfedlly undeittood 
the Difcipline of an Army, and would upon 
Occafion make good Leaders. 

Before the Count went into Portugal, he 
made a Voyage into England^ where he faw 
King Charlis the Second, who was lately re- 
ftor'd : He had private Orders from the Re- 
gent, to endeavour to difcover whether King 
Charles might be brought to marry the In^ 
fanta of Portugal. The Count negotiated 
this Bufinefs with fo much Addrefs, chat he 
made both the King and Chancellor Hyde 
defirous of this Alliance. The Qneen, ex- 
tremely fatisfy'd with what he had done^ 
•defir'd him to haften into Portugal, and fenc 
the Marquifs de Sande to conclude the Bi>* 
(inefs. 

But the King of ^ain^ forefeeing what 
might be the Confequence of this Match, 
did all he could to prevent it ; he oflFer'd to 
give any Proteftant Princefs Three Millions 
tor her Portion, provided the King would 
marry her ; and by his Ambaflfador proposed 
the Princeffes of Denmark^ Saxony^ or OroHge. 
But the Chancellor reprefenced to the Kin^, 
how nearly it concerned him to maintain the 
Houfe of Braganzui on the Throne, and not 
let Philip become Mafter of all Spain^ and the 
Indies. His Speech produced the defir'd Efr 
feft, and King Charles married the Infanta. 
Thus did a Proteftant Statefman perfuade 

I 4 hi$ 
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his Sovereign to marry a Cachotick Princefs» 
whiift a Prince of the Rmum Communion^ 
who valued himfelf in a panicnlar manner 
upon the Tide of the Moft Cath'olick King, 
ofierM him vaft Sums of Money, to engage 
him to wed a Proteftant. 

Shortly after King Charles^ by his Mediae 
tion, eftablifti'd a Treaty of Cnnmerce be- 
tween the States of HoBrnd and the Crown of 
Pcrtugal ; after which, he fent a confiderable 
Number of Troops into that RingdonS, com* 
manded by the Earl of btcbeqmn ; but having 
recall'd him, he ordered that the Forces 
fliould ftay under the Command of Scbomhrg ; 
fo that the Count (hortly (aw himfelf at the 
Head of the chofen Forces of Three King- 
doms. Not but that there was a Portuguefe 
Generaliffimo, or at leaft one who had the 
Title, but the Count had all the Authority, 
which he made ufe of to eftablifli an exad 
and regular Difcipline amongft th& Portuguefe: 
' He taught them the Order of marching, en- 
camping, befieging, and regularly fortifying 
a Town ; fo that all thofe Places on the 
Frontiers of the Kingdom, which were be- 
fore naked and defencelefs, foon became car 
pable of making a vigorous Defence, 

The Regent Queen, proud of having met 
with fuch a General, carry 'd the War vigo- 
roufly on, and her Arms were almoft every 
%vhere crown'd with Succefs : Never were 
the Portuguefe Forces better difciplin'd, the 
People blefs'd her Government, the Grandees 
continu'd in perfed SubmifSon to it through 
Fear and Refpcft : But though Fortune fa- 
vour 'c| 
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voor'd her abrMd, flic met with domeftick 
Cares and Trou{>les, which chang'd the Face 
of every thing. 

Whilft the Regent was taking care to place 
the Crown with Surety on her Son's Head, 
he, on the other Hand, endeavoured to make 
himfelf unwortbv of it, by his irregular Man- 
ner of living; he was mean-fpiriced, roelan*> 
choly, and cruel, could not bear the Author 
rity of his Mother, and defpis'd the Advices 
of his Govemours and Minifters ; he always 
refufed the Company of the Lords of his 
Houfliold, and would divert himfelf wirh 
none but Negroes, Mulattoes, and all the 
3cum of the Lisionite Youth : and ipite of 
the Care of his Governours, he had got a 
Jittle Court compofed of fuch like People, 
whom he call'd his Bravoes, with whom he 
usM to fcour the Streets at Night, and in- 
fult all thofe who unfortunately fell into his 
way. 

This Diforder of Mind had been firft 
paus'd by a Palfy, which had afllided him 
when about four Years of Age, and which had 
made fatal Impreflions not only on his Limbs, 
but alfo on his Brain. Whilft he was young, 
his Faults had been wink'd at by his Tutors, 
who thought thatfo infirm a Child could ne- 
ver bear the Fatigues of a fevere Education, 
and hoped that Time would both ftrengthen 
his Body, and fweeten his-Temper : but this 
indulgence ruin'd him. 'Tis true, that by 
f he Affiftance of Remedies, and Help of Time, 
his Confticution grew ftronger, he could 
fence, ride, and bear any Fatigue; but his 

Tern- 
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Temper never became better. His Paffions 
cncreafing with his Age, they fooh prevaird 
over his Reafon, which was but weak, and 
he gave a Loofe to Ucentioufnefs and De- 
bauchery. He would bring common Profti- 
tuces into the Palace^ fetch'them himfelf from 
the Stews, and very often fpend whole Nights 
amongft them there* 

. The Queen, overwhelmed with Grief, and 
fearing that the Irregularity of her Son 
would at once deftroy the Labours of her 
whole Life, refolv'd feveral times within her- 
felf to have him confin'd, and ma]^e his Bro- 
ther reign in his Stead ; but dreading to ex- 
cite a Civil War, which would have favour^'d 
the Spanifi Arms, (he dropM the bold De- 
fign : Sometimes (he hoped the King might 
yet be reclaimed, efpecially if he was de- 
prived of the Company of Conti^ a Merchant's 
Son, his firfl Favourite, and Companion of 
all his Debaucheries. To this end (he had 
Conti privately (eiz'd, and carried on board 
a Ship which was bound for Braz^il^ with 
Orders that he (hould never return to Per^ 
tugal on pain of Death. 

The King at firft feem'd very much griev'd 
at the Lofs of his Favourite, but comforting 
himfelf by little and little, he was at laft pa- 
cified, and feem*d very much altered for the 
better, would hearken to Advice, and paid 
the Queen an unufual Refpeft, who was con- 
gratulated by the Miniftry and the whole 
Court, upon the extraordinary Succefs of her 
Enterprize. 

But 
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But this apparent Tranquility and Altera- 
toori of cbe King's, was only a Veil to cove^p 
a deep-Defign, and of which his Mother ne- 
ver thought him capably; fo that thisPrin* 
ccfSs, whp could read: in the very Hearts of 
^he moft diflTembling Cpuniers, wa$ oyer- 
xeach'd by a'halfwitted Yotjth. 

The King bad complain'<i of Comts Ba- 
piO^H^ent to the Copnt de Cafi^UJ^elhor^^ a Por^ 
tuguefe I>Iobleman, of an illuftrious Birth, 
fubtle an4 in^nuatingi, but fitter to manage 
a Courc-Intrigue, than a Bufinefs of Impor- 
tance. The Count thoug}it that a fair Op- 
portunity/ offer <l of fupplying Omi's Place in 
the King's Favour ; wherefore to ingratiate , 
himfelf, he deplored the Exile « Misfortune, 
and promifed to uiie his utmoft Endeavours 
to have i^m recalled. He told the Prince at 
the fame time, that it was in his own Power 
to remedy thiSj or any drievance of the like 
Nacuire> that he was of Age, and had been to 
a great, while ; that he migl^t as fooa as he 
^ pleafeo take the Supreme Command upon 
himfelf, then recall Comi^ and let him tri- 
umph over the Queen, and all his other E- 
iiemies* 

The King was pleafed with this Advice^ 
and detennin*d to follow it; ihe Count was 
his fole Confidant and Favourite : however, 
he defir'd the King that their Intimacy 
{hould ftill be a Secret, that the Queen, mighc 
not fufpefl him: But it could not be long 
concealed from this Princefs, who meeting 
him one Day in the Kings. Train, caughc 
him by the Arm^ and (tariog him in the Face 
' / ' wich 
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with that Majeftick Air, which made every 
one tremble ; " I am inform'd. Count, faii 
** J&f, that the King is wholly govem'd by 
** your Counfels; take therefore good care of 
" him, for if he does any thing to thwart 
** me, your Life (hall anfwer it." 

Thte Count, without anfwering, made a 
fubmiffive Bow, and foUow'd the King, who 
caird him, as foon as he was alone with 
him, he gave him an Account of what the 
Queen had faid : " I fuppofe, coMsmied he, 
*' that I (hall (hortly (hare Cmi^s Fate, but 
" yet with Joy (hould I go to Bani(hment, 
*' could I at the fame time fee my King 
" (hake off the Authority of an imperious 
" Mother, who will let him enjoy the Title^ 
^ but never the Power of a Sovereign/* 

This artful Difcourfe threw the rrince in- 
to a violent Paflion, and he would go imme* 
diately and take the Royal Authority from 
the Queen, by taking the Great Seal, which 
is the Mark of it ; but the Count, who 
knew too well what the Confecjuence of this 
would be, advilcd him to retire to Akamra, 
and from thence to fend Couriers to the Ma- 
giftrates of Usbon, and to all the Governours 
of Provinces, to let them know that he was 
of Age, and had taken the Government 
upon himfelf. 

The King approved the Counfcl, and 
having that Evening difguifed himfelf, he lefr 
the Palace, followed only by the Count and 
a few Friends. That Night they arriv'd at 
Alcantra, from whence he fent Orders to the 
Secretaries of State, and to the German 

Guard, 
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Ou&rd^ to come to him i and at the fame 
time difpatch'd Couriers to every Town of 
Portugaly to let them know that he was of 
Age, and by ccmfequence the Regency of 
the Queen at an end. 

Moft cf the Court fet out for Akamra^ 
and the Queen faw herfelf in a manner for- 
faken; notwithftanding which, (he refolv'd 
to lay down her Authority as became her : 
wherefore (he wrote to the King, to ask him 
the Reafon why he took Poffeflion of the 
Throne like an Ufurper, that had no Right 
to it ; and added» that if he would return to 
Usbon^ (he would lay down her Authority 
in Prefence of the Grandees and the Magi- 
firates. The King accordingly returned, and 
the Queen having fummoned the Grandees, 
MagiftrateSy and others of the Nobility, to 
attend her, in Prefence of the Aflfembly took 
the Seals out of the Great Purfe, and put- 
ting them into her Son's Hand, " Here are, 
*^ Jaid fity the Seals, which, together with 
** the Regency, were entrufted to my Care 
*' by the Will of my late Sovereign Lord : 
** I return them to your Majcfly with all the 
•* Authority, which they are the Emblems 
". of; I heartily pray God that you may 
" make a good Ule of them, and that your 
^' Reign may be as prolperous as I can wi(h 
•' it.'* The King took the Seals, and gave 
them to the firft Secretary of State ; after 
which the Prince, and all the Grandees, 
kiCTed his Hand, and acknowledged him their 
Sovereign. 

The 
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The Queen Dowager had given out, tMat 
(he intended in (ix Months time to retire into 
a Convent, but that (ix Months (he would 
fpend at Court, to fee what Meafures the 
young King would take. But the Favourite 
, Count, who ftill dreaded that Princefs, who 
knew her tow'ring Genius, and was fen- 
fible of the natural SWay which a Mother 
has over the Mind of her Son, perfuaded the 
King to treat her moft inhumanly, that bp 
frequent Affronts he might oblige her to 
leave the Cburt much fooner than (he intend- 
ed. The Queen, who was of a haughtj^ 
Temper, could not bear to be thus us*d; 
but immediately threw herfelf into a Con- 
vent ; where being fully fatisfied of the Va- 
nities of human Greatnefs, (he fpent the Rfe- 
fnainder of her Time, which was fcarce a 
Year, in preparing Herfelf for aqother World, 
and died on the eighteenth oi February ^ i66(i. 
lamented by the whole Nation : for never 
was therb a Princefs of a more extraordinary 
Genius, or more amply endow'd with ail the 
Vertues requifite to either the one or the 
other Sex. . Whilft on the Throne, (he 
ftiew'd a truly great and heroick Soul ; whpn 
(he quitied it for a religious Life, (he fecm'd 
entirely to have forgotten what Pomp and 
Grandeur were, and all her Ambition then 
was to deferve Heaven. 

The King, who now faw himfelf fully at 
Liberty, and no longer fear'd the prudent 
Qiieen's juit Reproofs, gave a loofe to his 
Paffions, and indulged his pernicious Inclina- 
tions. He would fcour the Streets at Night 

with 
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with his Bravoes, and abufc every one he met 
with; nor. did the Watch fare better than 
their Neighbours. Never a Night did he 
ramble, but the next Morning tragical Hi- 
ftories were publifhed, of feveral who had 
been wounded or murdered in the Streets ; 
and People fled before him with greater Fear 
than- they would before a hungry Lion, jufl: 
broke loofe from his Den. 

The Count de Caftel Melhr was his firft 
Minifter; he was an intriguing, infinuating 
Courtier, but far from bemg an able States 
man : haughty in Profperity, fawning and ti- 
morous in Adverfity, In his Hands were thq 
Reins of the Government, the King referv- 
ing no Authority to himfelf, but that of do* 
ing what Mifchief ' he pleafed unpunilhed ; 
tior did the Count ever make it his Bufinefs 
to reclaim him, well knowing that the 
King's Follies and his Authority were inie- 
parable. 

The Spaniards flattered themfelres with 
the Hopes of eafily redu<5ng Portugal, whilft 
it had iuch a Monarch as Don Alph(Snfo. To 
this end they fent a ftrong Army againft it, 
under the Command of Don John of Aufiria^ 
natural Son to Philip IV. The King o{ Portugal 
fent Schomherg to oppofe him, notwithftanding 
the Count de Villa-Flor had the Tide of Ge- 
neraliffimo. And to the Count of Schomherg^ 
Courage and Condud it was that Don ^/* 
fhonfo ow'd the Prefervation of his Crown: 
He beat the Spaniards leveral Times, notwith- 
ftanding what ViOa-^Flor did ; who, jealous 
of his Gloxyi endeavoured all he could to 
, crofs 



28 The Revolution 

ctofs his Meafures, and had efFedually doM 
it, had not Schmberg's Intereft been greater 
both at Court and in the Army, which joy- 
fully obcy'd the Commands of their brave 
Leader, who always led them to a certain 
Vifiory. 

Caftel-Melhor did all he could to perfuade 
the People, that this happy Succeis was ow- 
ing to him; though if the Truth had been 
fearch'd into, it would have appeard that 
all he could juftly boaft of, was his being the 
firft Man to whom the News was fent. By 
thefe Means the Minifter's Credit encreas'd^ 
and he adually enjoy'd the Sovereign Autho- 
rity. The King was nothing but a Piece of 
Clock- work^ whofe Springs he could wind 
up, and put into what Nfotion he pleafed. 
The Barbarity of his Temper he made ufc 
of, to ruin and deftroy all thofe of whom be 
was jealous; amongft thefe were the grcateft 
part of the late Queen s Miniftry : fo that 
there was a^ftrange Alteration at Court, aU 
Places were filled with the Count's Crea- 
tures; nor could any one hope for Favour, 
but thofe who took care to pleafc the Fa- 
vourite. M/A(>r went farther than this, for 
Cmi bemg recalled, he got him banifhed 
a fecond time; for no fooner was he. land- 
ed, but the King fent him an Expreis, to 
congratulate him upon his fafe Arrival, and 
A«f«or, by the fame Exprefs, fent him Or- 
ders not to come near the Court: Such a 
Sway had this Minifter over his Sovercien, 
that he durft not contradia his Orders, but 
lor tear of difpleafing him, was obliged to fee 

Cbitff 
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iEbmi ID private, fhe Count had Notice of it. 
and fearing that fiiould their ancient Intimacy 
be renewed, there would be no Place left for 
biin in the King's Favour^ had hiiti accufe4 
of a Delign upon the Prince's Life; and tho' 
there were no Witnefles found» no Proofs, no 
t^robabilities of his Guilt, yet Sentence of 
Banifhment was palTed upon him. 

The Goufaty no longer apprehenfive of pbn^ 
ii^ began to confider how he fliould fecure 
his Intereft at Court» in cafe of any Acci- 
dent. To this End he endeavoured to ingrHtiate 
himfelf with Don Pedro^ the King's Bf'other, 
but a Prince of a quite different Charader : 
His Soul was truly great, and hi^ Inclina- 
tions noble; his A&ions princely, and his 
manner of Living regular : the Portu^uefe ad- 
niir d, or rather adored him, for he had not 
his own Venues only, but his Brothers 
Vices alfb, to fet him off. 

To this End, Melbtr placed a Brother ot 
his in the Prince's Hou(hold| and bad him 
do all he could to infinuate himfelf into hii 
Rafter's Favour, as he had into the l(ing s ; 
hoping by thefe Means to govdrn both th4 
Princes. 

, Don Pedro us^d him U^ith atl the CitfilUy Ima- 
ginable, and fliew^d him more than comfnoti 
Refped ; but as for giving him ahy Place ia 
his Favour, or Confidence, he could not ; the 
tvhole was taken up. The late Queen having 
always lookM upon her younger Son aS th6 
Hopes and Support of her Family^ (he had 
taken Care to put about hini none but thoftf^ 
Urbofc Wifdom^ Learniipig, and Int^frity 

tSk Itiighc . 
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might entitle them to a Share of the Prince's 
Love ; fuch were his Governoursi, and of 
fiicK chiefly were his Houfhold ^mpofed, 
Thcfe had taken Care to let the Prince know, 
that he need not defpairof one Day wearing 
the Crown of Portu^al^ for that there was no 
great Likelihood of his Brother's ever having 
any Children; but at the fatne time they 
told him, that there was nothing but Mj^lhcr 
was capable of doing, to keep him from in- 
heriting the Crown, fincc he was well affur'd 
that he muft never hope for any Share in the 
Miniftry, when Pon Pedro (houM afoend the 
Throne. 

By Degrees thefe different Views and fc- 
terefts divided the Court into two Cabals ; 
the Count indeed had the greateft Number 
on his Side, there being more who tovc to 
go With the Stream, than againft it. Bnt 
the ableft Statefmen, who plainly faw that fo 
violent and arbitrary a oovernment coul4 
not lall long, with all the Grandees, and the 
beft of the Nobility, who would not cringe to 
fuch i Favourite as the King's was, were al- 
ways about the Prince> to whom th^ paid 
their Refpeds as to the Heir apparent. 

The Count being fenfible that the Hope 
pf the tdverfe Faftion was fbunded npon the 
Infirmity of the King, determined to de- 
ftroy it at once, by marrying him; and 
t)y nis Advice a Match was propofed and 
concluded between th^ King and Marj^EJi^ 
%ahnb-Prmit$ of Sawf^ Daughter to Charles 
Duke of Nemmrs^ and E^zaietb de Viadome. 
Cr/kr JtEltnks^ 9t Relation of hers, Kfliop 

and 
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and Duke of Lam, and kncwn aO oFer £»* 
r(^ by the Name of die illnftrious Cardinal 
JtEfirks^ ooodafied her into Pwrtugal^ ac- 
company'd with the Marqaifs de Rjrwgm^ the 
French Ambaflador, and feveral other Perfons 
of Quality. 

This Marriage was celebrated with alt the 
Pomp and Magnificence imaginable. The 
ivhole Court admir'd the young Queen's ex- 
traordinary Beauty, but no one was more 
fenfibly afife&ed with it than the Prince. 
The Kin^ was the only Perfon who feem'd 
regardlefs of her Charms, and who by his 
Indife'ence £bon convinced the whole Na^ 
tion, that he had taken the Name of a Huf- 
band, but was not capable of difcharging the 
I>uty of one. 

Count Melhor had at firft flatter'd himfelf 
with the Hopes of governing the Queen as 
well as the Ring, but foon found that 
(he had too great a Spirit for fuch a 
Submiifion. Enrag'd at this, he refolv'd 
to lofc no Opportunity of revenging him- 
felC, all publick Bufinefs was carefully bid 
from her, all her Defires were croft'd ; her 
Recommendation certainly excluded any 
Perfon from the Place to which (he re- 
commended him. Shortly after, neither the 
Expences of her Houfhold, nor her own 
Peniions were paid, under Pretence that the 
War and other Necefficies of the State had 
exhaufted the Royal Treafury. And fo in- 
folent was this haughty Minifter to every Bo- 
by, to the Prince himfelf, but cfpecially to the 
Queen, that (he has been often feen coming 
K 2 out 
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out of the King's ApanmenC bached in 
Tears. 

Her Beauty, her Merits, her Misfortuoes, 
and the Complaints of all the Ladies of the 
Court, and the Officers of the Queen's 
Hou(hoId, whofe Salaries vvere flopped, 
touched the Hearts of all thofe who had not 
an immediate Dependance on the Minifter; 
and thefe formed a third Party at Court, 
where nothing now was talked of but the 
Improbability of the Queen's having any 
Children^ tbo' (he had not yet been married 
a Year. 

What encreafed every one's Sufpicion, was 
the Report which was fpread of a private 
Door, which by the King's Order was made 
in the Queen's Chamber, and opened juft 
againft her Bed- fide, and of which he himfelf 
kept the Key. The Queen was alarm'd at the 
Novelty of the Thing, and the Danger to 
which (he faw her Honour expofed. And 
many concluded, that this was an Anifice of 
AUlhar\ who, notwith(binding the Infirmity 
of the King, was nevertheleis refolved that 
the Queen ftiould have Children. 

The poor unfortunate Princefs difcovered 
her Apprchenfions to her Confeflfor, with 
Orders to impart them to the Prince':. 
Thefc two religious Men advifed them to 
unite their Cabals, and go Hand in Hand toge- 
ther in a Matter fo much the Concern of 
them both. The Count of Scbomberg was 
eafily drawn incd this Party, and the Prince 
took Care to make himfelf beloved by the 

Ma- 
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ifagiftrates of the Ciry^ and all thofe who 

ad any Influence over the People. 
It would have been a very eafy Matter to 
lave puftied the King from out his Throne, 
lad he not had a Minifter to fupporc him, 
x^ho was ambitious, could govern the King 
as he pleafed, make him do any thing, 
and who would fpare no Pains to preferve 
himfelf at the Head of Affairs; the only 
way. therefore of compaffing their Ends, was 
to remove this Man, which was at laft 
brought about in this Manner. One of his 
Friends was bribed to tell him, that the 
Prince had fwore he would facrifice him, if 
he continued any longer at Court. The 
Count upon this Information doubled the 
Guards, arm'd all the Officers of the Houfe- 
hold, and would have had the* King go at 
the Head of them, and feize the Prince. But 
as furious as the King was in his Midnight- 
Revels and Debauches, he had not Courage 
enough to attempt any thing of this Nature, 
"^tiftly fearing that he (hould meet with no 
fmall Refinance. Wherefore he only wrote 
a Letter to the Prince, to order him to come 
to the Palace. He excufed himfelf, objeft- 
ing that he could not come whiKt the Count 
was at Court, who had fpread fo many Sto- 
ries to his Difadvantage, and endeavoured all 
be could to blaft his Reputation; befides 
which, the Count was Matter of the Palace, 
and that therefore he feared he could not be 
in Safety there. Several Letters pafTed be- 
tween the King and Prince; the Former 
ofieredi that Melhor (hould come^ and on his 
K 3 Knees 
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Knees beg his Pardon. But this was not 
what the Prince wanted, and he openly re- 
fufed to come to Court till Mslhir was ba* 
nifti'd from it. 

The News of this had put Ushon into a 
ftrange Confufion, and a Civil War was juft . 
breaking out ; but Mellm with Grief pcrceiv'd 
that Schomberg favoured the other Party, and 
that the Grandees of the Kingdom had all 
unanimoufly declared themfelves in Favour 
of the Prince: who, affifted alfo by the 
Queen's Friends, grew too powerful for him. 
Nay, Melho/s very Relations, and thofe 
whom he had raiied, forfook him, and told 
him, that if he mud (ink, he (hould fink a- 
lone. Wherefore difguifing himfelf, he by 
Night efcaped from the Palace, and retired 
to a Monaftery feven Leagues from Lisbon ; 
which he foon after left, to feek a fure Re- 
fuge in the Court of Turin. 

Upon this the Prince immediately came to 
the Palace, to pay his Devoirs to the King ; 
every thing fell under his Management, and 
he foon difperfed all the late Favourite's 
Creatures. The King, deftitute of Coun- 
fel, lay at the Prince's Mercy, who had a 
Defign upon, but durft not as yet couch his 
Crown, for Fear of being thought an Ufur- 
per; but waited with Patience till it (hoald 
be given him by Lawful Authority, that 
is, by a Decree of the States of the King- 
dom. 

But then it was in the King's Power only 
to call together this Affembly of the States, 
which he was often advifed to do, there 

being 
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being an abfolute Neceffity of their Meet* 
ing, to Temedy the prefent Grievances of cbe 
Nation. 

The King was not To weak> but he 
plainly perceiir'd that this Advice was given 
him, with a Defign to transfer the Royalty 
from hifltUeif to his Brother ; wherefore he 
long refused it^ but was at laft fo prefs'd to 
ic^ both by his Council, and by different Pe- 
titiodS from feverai Parts of the Kingdom^ 
that he call'd them together, and they were 
orderM to meet on the firft of *yanuarj^ 
X688. 

The Prince having obtained this, which 
he looked upon as a mre Step to the Throne, 
gave the Queen Notice, that it was Time for 
her now to appear, and play her Part. Upon 
which (hfc immediately retired into a Con- 
vent, and wrote a Letter to the King, to 
tell him, that (he thought herfelf in Con- 
fcience obliged to quit the Palace, (ince he 
was not capable of being her Husband ; that 
he was Very fefifible that their Marriage was 
never confummated, and that therefore (he 
b^gM that he vw>uld repay her her Portion, 
and give her Leave to return to her Country, 
and amongft her own Relations. 

Upon the Receipt of this Letter, the King 
in a great Rage flew towards the Con- 
vent, to fetch the Queen bacl? to the Palace 
by Force i but the Prince, who forefaw the 
Eftea of her McflagCj took Care to be at the 
Convent-Door, with all the Nobility, and 
told his Brother this was a Place too facred 
to have apy Violence us'd in it, and per- 
' K 4 fuaded. 
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fuadcd, or rather forc'd the King to rctarn 
to the Palace, who all the Way complained of 
being c^urnniated, and was bringing Half 
the rroftitutes of Lisbm to prpve bis Virility, 
and fwore that he would be revieng'd botti 
pn the ^cen and the Prince. 

But JDon Pedro was not in the Icaft fright- 
ned at his Menaces, knowing that the whole 
Power of the Kingdom was in his own 
'Wlw. aj.Hands; and the next Morning (^thinking it 
}66ji unfafc to delay the mighty Work any longer) 
order'd the Council to aflfemble, and followed 
^y the Nobility, the Magiftracy, and a whole 
Crowd of People, who wanted to fee the 
Event of this Bufinefs, he went into the Pa- 
lace to them ; and after a (hort Debate, an 
Order was fent by the Prince to arreft the 
King, who (hortly after this fign^d his own 
Abdicatiop. 

Notwithftanding this, the Prince would 
pot take any other Title, but that bf Re- 
gent ; unde? which Name the States of the 
Kingdom took the Oath of AUegianpe to 
him. 

The pcxt Thing he did, was to fecure a 

Peace with Sfain j the King of Bfgland made 

bimfelf their Mediator, and Spain, by a fo- 

/v^. 13. iemn Treaty, acknowledged the Crown of 

}66i. Portugal independent of the Crown of 

Spain, 

But oHjC Thing was Kill wanting to com^ 

pleat the Regent's Happineft : He loved his 

Siftcr-in-law ; who, as foon as (he was got 

Zybv. 2j.into the Convent, had prefented a Petition 

f .^^7f to the Chapter of the Cathedral of Liiboa^ 

■>9 
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CO defire them, during the Vacancy of the 
Holy See^ that a Marriage which had re* 
mained unconfummated, after a Cohabi- 
tation of fifteen Months^ might be dijfohh' 
ed. The Chapter declared it Imalid, ^with- ^*rA u^, 
^mt auf ether Judicial Formalities^ than the '^^^' 
Negatim of the ProShr, and the Nm-ap^ 
pearance ef the Party ctmflained agiut^ ; the 
Jbnfediniittt^ as the Sentence itt^erts ; 
being reduced to a mor^ Certainty 9 vnth^ 
But any Neceffity ef farther Procfs^ or a lot^-^ 
tr Delay a^ And by means of thefe Forma- 
lities, which the Judges, for the Gene* 
rality, know how to accommodate to the 
Inclinations of thofe who hold the Reins 
of Government ; the Regent beheld himfelf 
qualified to. marry the Queen. He was ad- 
vifed, however, to pijerve the Air ei De* 
coTum as much as foffibk^ to procure a 
Difpenfation from the Holy See. This was 
efl£&ed by a cafual Conjundion of happy 
Circumftances, which, it muft be con-- 
feflfed, feemed to have been not a little 
Premeditated ; that Monfieur Vetjus (hould 
arrive in France^ at this very Junfture, with 
the Difpenfation. A Brief had been alfo ob- 
tained from the Cardinal de Vendofme^ who 
was then die Pope's Legate d Latere^ and 
had been invefted with that Temporary 
Honour, to affift^ in the Name of^ his 

* Sh k llektieo of the Trooblef iB tbe Court of Pw^ 
$ngsd. FtiatiBd tt PMis ioi Cletifiir, 1674. 

Holi- 
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Holinefs, at the Ceremony of the Daa«^ 
Uttrthx, phin's Baptifm. The Biftiop of Targa^ 
'^^^' Coadjutor to the Archbifliop of IJston, 
gave the Nuptial Benediction to the Regent 
and the Queen, by Virtue of that Brief, 
which has (ince been confirmed by an- 
other of Pope Innocent the Xltfa, 
jyn. io« and which was thought neceiTary for the 
1668. Satisfadion of their Confciences, and the 

Tranquillity of the Kingdom. 
Don AU The King, Don A l p h o n s o, was 
^^'* confined to the Iflands of Terceray which 
are Part of the Portuguefe Dominions. The 
Populace, who always intereft themfelves 
in the Calamities of the Unfortunate, took 
the Liberty to declare aloud. That it 
was fufficient to have deprived him of his 
Crown and Confort, without refufing him 
the Privilege of breathing his native Air^- 
But a Prince^ when he is once dethroned^ 
is feldom fo happy as to find many Pro- 
teftors. There was not one of the Gran- 
dees who would prefume to intercede in 
his Favour ; and they had Reafon to be 
apprehenfive, that the Regent would 'not 
pardon any Inftances of Compaffion that 
were injurious to his Government. Don 
Alphonfo continued in his Exile till the 
Year 157;. when he was recalled by the 
Regem^ who permitted him to return to 
Portugal^ from a Sufpicion he had enter- 
tained, that thi$ Prince had formed a 
Party to difpoffefs the Crown of the Iflands 

of 
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of Tterceta^ and to re-eftablifli himfelf on 
the Throne. 

He died in the Neighbourhood of Uj-^ 
ton. Anno 1683 ; ^^^ upon his Demife, the 
Regent, Don Pedro, at laft, aifunied the 
tfttle of King, which he would not during 
his Brother's Life accept; and this was, in 
Faft, the only Property of which he had 
hot before divefted that unfortunate Prince. 
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Numb. I. 

L AW S Regulating the 
Polish Succession. 

In an Aflembly of the Grandees of 
Portugal^ the Fundamental Law? 
which regulate the Succejjim to' 
the Crcnxm were eftabhftied. 

Ay OUR Sovereign 

Lord ALPHONSO 

Live, and Reign 

OVER us (as is expref^ 

fed in the Firfl Article of thefe 

LAWS) 'Viz. « If he (hall have 

M z " Male 




^ P P e N D I X 

" Male Iffiic, they Ihall be our 
f* Kings. The Son fliall fucceed 
" the Father, and then the Grand* 
f fon, and afterwar4s the Son of 
" the Great Grapdibn, and their 
f< Defccndants in perpetual Succef- 
f * fion. 

^I;.TIC]LE IIj 

" I F the Eldcft Son of the King 
f* fliall die in the Life-time of his 
" Father, the Secotjd Son fliall b^ 
^f our Sovereign after the jDlemiie 
« ofthe King iiis Father; the Third 
" Son fliall fucceed the Second ; the 
" Fourth fliall reign after the Third ; 
" and in like manner with relatioti 
f^ to the other Sons of the King. 

Article III. 

*Mf the King fliall die without 
^' Male Iflue, his Brother, if there 
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*' be one, Ihall be oiir Kingj but 
*^ the Crown fliall be only limited 
** to him during his Life ; for uporl 
^* his Dcmife the Son o£ this laft 
'* King fhiall not be our Sovereign, 
'^ unlefi he be elected by the Bifliopsf 
^ and the States, and then he /hall 
'* be our King, but upon nfo other 
*• Condition. 

Articled It and V. 

*M P the King of Portugal ihouki 
**' have no Chile! but a Paugttcr, 
^' ihe fhall be Quten after the Demife 
" of the King, provided Ihe conient 
*' to marry a Pertuguefe NobleHunj 
" but ht M\i nw beat the Title of 
« Km^ till he Ihall haVc a Son by 
**' the Qiieen he efpoufed ; And when- 
*« ever he ihall be in Company with 
«*' the Qieen, he ihall walk on her 
" Left Hand, and ihall not place the 
*'* Royal Crown on his Head. 

M 5 AKtt' 
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Article VL 

" This Law ihall be always 
** obfervcd j and the Eldefl: Daugh- 
** tcr of the iCing Ihall riot e(poule 
** any Pcrfon but a Portuguefi Nq- 
<* bleman, to the Intent that Fo- 
** reign Princes may never become 
*• Matters of this Kingdom. If the 
<' King's Daughter (hall efpoufe a 
** Prince or a Nobleman of a Fo- 
** reign Nation^ Ihe Ihall never be 
•* acknowledged as Queen, becaufe 
our People (hall not be obliged to 
obey a King who is not a PortU' 
guefe by Birth j fince they were 
** our own Subjeds and Country- 
** men, who, without any Foreign 
" Afliftancei but by their own Va- 
*« lour, and with the Expencc of 
•* their Blood, have giveri us a 
« King. 

These 



<c 
<c 
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These wife Laws preferved the ThcCon- 
Crown, for many Centuries^ in the?nd£io. , 
Rdyal Houfe of A l p h o n s o j and g" yjj. 
hi^ Succeflbrs increafed the Splendour tuguefe, 
and Power of the Monarchy by feve- 
lal important Conquefls in /ifrica, 
the tndies» and even America it feif. 
ThaPortuguefe can never be too much 
iapplauded for the Intrepidity and 
Condu(Sb which they discovered in 
Enterprizes (b Wonderful in their own 
Nature, and tranfa£ted at (iich a 
Diftance from their native Country. 
But amongft the Advantages de- 
rived from (uch extended Con- 
quers, they have acquired the Glory 
of propagating the Chriftian Reli- 
gion, and the Knowledge of the True 
GoD^ throughout idolatrous King- 
doms, and among whole Nations of 
Barharians, wherein the Spiritual Con- 
quers of theP(wf«g;»(/^Mi(fionaries have 
M 4 been 
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been as confiderable as the vidorioi:!^ 
Progreis of their Arms. 

Such was the State of the King* 
dom dp Portugal towards the Year 
1557, when Don Sebastian amend- 
ed the Throne ; He was the Pofthu- 
tnous Son of the Prince Don John, 
who died b^ore his Father King Don 
jfo H N the Illd^ who was the Son of 
the Great King Emanuel 

I N the Year t6^o the Sftmfi Mi-* 
hifter, that he might effc<5buaHy weak- 
en the Portuguefe Nobility, had iiTued 
out a Proclamation, in the Name of 
FUlip the Fourth, commanding all 
the Men of Quality to refort imme- 
diately to the Army which v/as to 
march agarnft the Catalmans, upon 
pain of forfeiting all their Eftatcs 
which were held of the Crown j and 
he flattered himlelf that the Duke of 
Bragmza, as he was' hereditary Con- 

&2kh 
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^ih\c oi Portugal, could not poflibly 
prevail upon himfelf to be abfent up- 
on this Occafiort. See P4g, 1 7. 

The AvchhiQkOp Regent 6iCp3itch-' 
ed feVcral Courieris, one after another, 
CO the Duke of BrOganza, to tepre- 
fcnt to him hovr important his Pre-* 
(ence would be at Lisbon, The laH: 
Courier found him, on the Monday, 
about the mid-way, in the Plain of 
Montemor-y where this timerou!s Prince, 
to di^uife the true Caufe of his Jour- 
ney, (eemed to have no other Inten- 
tion than to divert himfelf with Fowl- 
ing. But when he had opened the 
Regenfs Packet, he immediately took 
Poft-Horfes to carry him to Aidega-' 
legm, which was eighteen Leagues 
from the Place where be was met by 
the Courier j and upon his Arrival 
there, having found a {mall Vcflet 
with two Fiibermen, he embarkedy 
/ and 
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chority, made it evident that fhe me< 
rited a longer Reign, and bad only 
protra(5ii;ed her Regency for the Ptib« 
lie Good. See Pagi i z;. 

This unfortunate Prmcefs di(cto* 
(ed her confcientious Scraples to hei^ 
Confefibr, and by bis Directions im<i; 
parted them to the Irfdnfs Confefibr. 
Thefe two Clergymen advifcd the 
Queen and Prince to depott them- 
lelves with Unanimity in (b delicate a 
Coniundhire, wherein the Interefts 
of them both were fo very confide-' 
table, though they might ^m to be' 
• oppotite in their Nature. Their Par- 
tifans declared/ that it woukl be ea(y 
to reconcile their Pretentions } anq 
endeavoured to revive the original: 
Plan which had been concerted i>y the 
Regent. Thcfe two Cabals Coort 
united, and for the future compofed" 
one and the fame Party. The Quectr' 

half 



APPENDIX 13 

bad tbe Dexterity to make her Views 
jceli(hed by the Count Vt Schomherg, 
who had (h^ Army at his Command} 
and tbe Infant ^ whofe DeHres and 
Expe^btions were altogerhei: un* 
bounded,, at the (ame time engaged 
the chief Magiftrates of the City, and 
all thofe who were in any confiderable 
Credit with the People, to concu|: 
in the intended Operations. 

The King himfelf was but a 
mere Phantom of MajeAy, whole 
Dfiappearance was eafy to accom- 
plilh; but he was (upported by an 
artful and ambitious Minifter, who 
had Abilities to give Importance to 
the venerable Name of Monarch. 
It was therefore of the utmoft Con« 
(equence to remove a Man of b much 
Capacity from Court i Hnce it 
was evident, that he intended to re* 
fign the Reins of Government as 

lace 



H 
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late as poiUble. In order to cffe^ 
this Defign, one of his Friends was 
prevailed upon to acquaint him, that 
the Infant charged him with all the 
injurious Treatment he had received 
from the King, and had.fbiemnly 
vowed his Deftrudion, if he refolved 
to continue any longer at Court. See 





STANZASon2)o»ALON2o; 

Who was cut in Pieces for making Lave to the 
Infanta pf Portugal. 



I. ; 

HO W cruel was A l o n z o's Fate, 
To aim his Lave fo high. 
That he muft perifi by her Hate^ 
Ox by her Kindnefs die ! 

11. 

Tortur'd and mangled, cut and maim'd. 

Triumphing o*er his Paini 
And, with his dying Breath, proclaim'd, 

'Twas better than Difdain. 

HI. 

The gentle Nymph, long fince defign'd 
For the proud Frenchman's Bed, 

Now to a Hohf Jail * confinM, 
Drops Tears with evVy Bead. 

IV. 

Tell me, ye Gods^ if, where a King 

Suffers for Impotence^ 
True Leve be fuch a fatal T%ing^ 

What can be Innocence! 

T 4 C9w^^» 



Errata & Corrigenda* 



P 



Age 2(, In the Margin^ fov Omoftagh, read.CbJi^ 
uefiagio. 

a8, Line io» read thus after Va0als^ ^' >nd 



•* whofe Eftates, which they held of him, comprc- 
^' hended almoft a rliird Part of the Kingdom, ' 
— - 58, 1. J 2, read, " a fwom Enemy/' &c. 

■ 6y, 1. a?, read, " The Archbifliop of L/j*o«. 
— — 81, \.i6. read, " The Commiflary of the 
" Crufade- 

— • 8 5, L 4, read thus, ^ was at that time carry- 
** ing on a Negotiation with the mvj King,*' CSTc. 
P9, 1. 2, read thus, ** Sanche, the more eflfec- 



-:^^ " tually to draw the Secret from him,** &c. 

^ "" •*— 115, L tf , read thus, " He walked to the 
^' Place of Execution, and afcended the Sca&ld, 
" without fpeaking one Word," &c. 
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